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Amone the many advantages which 
are to be derived from our periodical 
literature, the records which are given 
of saints, eminent for their piety, and 
distinguished for their devotedness to 
the Redeemer, are especially worthy of 
attention. Biography of this class is in- 
structive and useful. The lives of Chris- 
tians contain the practical development 
of their principles : and, when faithfully 
narrated, tend to awaken the zeal, and 
elevate the tone of piety among the 
members of our churches, as they see 
in them those virtues reflected, as in 
a mirror, which should adorn their own 


character. 


| 


_ Mrs. Tunley was Hester, the eldest 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James Clut- 
terbuck of Stroud, Gloucestershire. She 


was born July 10,1814. Favoured with 


pious parents, she was made the object 
of especial prayer from her birth. Dur- 


‘ing her childhood she was placed under 
\the watchful care of an affectionate 


atron; whose consistent piety gave a 
stre to her Christian character. Her 
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parents, properly-alive to their responsi- 
bility, always introduced her to the care 
of pious governesses, and were espe- 
cially concerned that her youthful heart 
should become the seat of reigning 
piety. To this grand end every thing 
was subordinated ; and, while they did 
not neglect the various branches of edu- 
cation suitable to that station in society 
in which their daughter was destined to 
move, yet they wished that her educa- 
tion should be decidedly religious; a 
course which is as rational as it is im- 
portant in the training up of immortal 
minds, and the happy results of which 
have been seen in the religious character 
of all the members of this family. 

The writer became acquainted with 
Mrs. Tunley when she was only eleven 
years of age, by visiting the abode of 
her parents on one of his preaching ex- 
cursions during his pastorate at Glouces- 
ter. She was the first to welcome him 
to that hospitable dwelling ; and, notic- 
ing her amiable and cheerful disposition, 
he felt from that time a deep solicitude 
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that a bud of such promise should be 
devoted to the Lord. In the course of 
a few months, his settlement at Stroud 
brought him into closer intimacy with 
that family, and enrolled his young 
friend among his youthful charge. Feel- 
ing the importance of seeking the salva- 
tion of the children of his friends, and 
observing the susceptibility of her mind, 
her growing intelligence, and the im- 
portance of her position as the eldest of 
the family, she naturally became an ob- 
ject of prayerful interest. At this period 
she was frequently the subject of reli- 
gious impressions. Her mind was often 
agonizing under the flashes of con- 
science, yet she did not resign her heart 
to Christ. There was much that was 
lovely and endearing, but the element 
of genuine grace was wanting. The 
flower was opening in its beauty and 
loveliness, yet it was not sanctified unto 
the Lord. The smile, therefore, that 
played on her brow, and the pianoforte 
on which she so often played most en- 
chantingly to delight others, led them 
to think and speak of her happiness, 
while, alas! she felt and knew that 

“ True happiness is not the plant of earth, 

The search is useless, if we seek it here ; 

*Tis an exotic, of celestial birth, : 

And only blossoms in celestial air!” 

When Mrs. Tunley was about sixteen 
years of age, a sermon preached by the 
writer, on the solemnities of another 
world, awakened her attention to the 
immediate salvation of her soul. Thus 
God’s mercy triumphed, and the prayers 
of anxious friends were answered in her 
conversion. The change was soon re- 
cognized, as there was an ingenuousness 


in her character, and a disposition to | j 


communicate her feelings, which soon 
led her pious friends to rejoice in. the 
manifestation of sovereign mercy to her. 


‘Now, indeed, it was clearly perceived 


that religion was the all-absorbing ele- 
ment of her mind. Awakened to her 


‘state as a sinner, she gladly welcomed 


| that children who give evidence of piety 


the method of salvation, through faith 
in Christ, so honourable to God, and so 
safe to man. Salvation by free and so- 
vereign grace was her delightful theme, 
and during the subsequent period of her 
life, she always felt interested in the 
doctrines of religion, assured that they 
were the basis of Christian comfort, and 
furnished the most powerful motive to 
Christian obedience. She was not, how- 
ever, like those narrow-minded profes- 
sors who can hear nothing from the 
pulpit but peculiar doctrines ; her creed 
was enlightened and comprehensive ; 
she attached importance to every por- 
tion of the scriptures, and loved to ex- 
emplify, in her obedience and acts of 
benevolence, the precepts of the gospel; 
while she looked to the promises for 
support, and rejoiced in the declarations 
of covenant mercy. 

The character of Mrs. Tunley was 
now decided, and it became more truly 
lovely by the ennobling principles of re- 
ligion, although it was not until August, 
1833, that she was baptized and united 
with the Christian church. That bap- 
tismal day was a memorable day in her 
history ; it was, indeed, a day without a 
cloud ; and the only consideration which ~ 
ever occasioned momentary sorrow was 
the reflection that she had not earlier 
obeyed the commands of Christ. As the 
writer well remembers that this delay 
was occasioned by the tender anxiety of 
a beloved mother, very solicitous for the 
honour of the church, he would now 
seriously entreat Christian parents never — 
to keep back their children from the or-- 
dinances of Christ. Happily, however, © 
for the interests of religion, the opinion 
is passing away from our denomination, 


are too young to be baptized ; and hence 
there are now many among us whose 
glowing zeal and distinguished devoted- 
ness will constitute a new era in o 
communities. Few youthful member 
have been so active and useful in th 
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church as was our deceased sister. The 
joy that she realized at her baptism did 
not soon decline. Her sun did not go 
down; her zeal did not languish ; her 
love did not lose its first glow; her piety 
was marked, decided, and influential, 
producing an impression in every sphere 
in which she moved. Identified with 
the church, she made the church her 
home ; and, amidst the popular excite- 
ment of this exciting district, she was 
always in her place in the house of God. 
No attractive preacher drew her from 
the path of duty ; and hence, whenever 
she was missed, the reflection that oc- 
curred to the mind, was, that affliction 
had prevented her attendance, or that 
circumstances had called her from home. 
The sabbath school was the sphere of 
her Jabour. Herattention was not, how- 
ever, limited to her own class ; but she 
felt deeply interested in the moral wel- 
fare of all the children, and many were 
benefited by her spiritual conversation. 
It is interesting to record, that the very 
first scholar in our sabbath school who 
was baptized was in her class, while 
several others were by her labours de- 
cided for the Lord. The Religious 
Tract Society found her an active agent, 
and for a series of years she was regu- 
larly engaged in taking those silent mes- 
sengers of mercy to the habitations of 
her neighbours, and often did she add 
the piows observation, indicating her de- 
sire that they might be profitable to 
them. The benevolent society for re- 
lieving the poor and the afflicted was no 
sooner established than she engaged as 
one of its visitors, and many remember 
with gratitude her affectionate counsels 
in the house of mourning. The various 


‘social tea-meetings, which were then 


common in our churches, were especially | 


‘were pwell adapted to promote affection 
among the members, and to present re- 
ligion to our youth as identified with 


‘novel, but which have since become so} 


FE her delight, as she perceived that they | 
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social joy. Such was also her deep in- 
terest in the comforts of Christian minis- 
ters, that many of our brethren who 
have visited the hospitable roof of her 
parents, can testify to the pleasure she 
ever felt in waiting upon them; and 
verily she had her reward. 

In making these statements the writer 
does not eulogize the dead ; he only re- 
cords her excellencies. What she was 
he well knew. She -was her pastor’s 
joy and her pastor’s friend. The keen 
eye of envy, no doubt, discovered de- 
fects in her character at this period of 
her active career; and she was, we 
acknowledge, mortal. Her very amiabi- 
lity and cheerfulness sometimes brought 
upon her the charge of levity, and might 
render her less apparently serious and 
vigilant than some deemed proper. She 
was, however, human; a saint on earth, 
and not a glorified spirit in heaven ; but 
she knew more of her own defects than 
others, and often bewailed them at a 
throne of merey ; yet, as a member of a 
Christian church, there are few whose 
general consistency, whose devoted zeal, 
whose glowing affection, whose lively 
mterest in the cause of Christ, whose 
sympathy with the poor of the flock, 
whose anxiety for the comfort of her 
pastor, and whose persevering efforts for 
the salvation of souls, have surpassed 
our sister, while she was a member of 
the baptist church at Stroud. 

On Oct. 8th, 1840, she was married to 
the Rev. Richard Tunley of Northamp- 
ton; and, while regret was generally 
felt in the removal of so valuable a 
member from our community, yet we 
still thought, that she would find a home 
im her new sphere, as the wife of a 
Christian minister. The health of Mrs. 
Tunley, however, soon failed, owing to 
the colder atmosphere of Northampton, 
| ana it was found, according to the testi- 
| mony of her medical attendant, that the 
air was too’ keen for her delicate con- 
stitution. Her marriage life became 
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enveloped in gloom, and the expecta- 
tions of the church who had hailed her 
presence among them with so much joy, 
were not realized. The season of her 
activity was gone. She was known in 
her new circle as the pious, the valued, 
and the affectionate friend ; yet her life 
was marked by suffering, and God called 
her rather to endure his will, than to do 
his will. The graces of faith, patience, 
and resignation were now to be exem- 
plified, instead of the activities of her 
zeal and affection in doing good. Her 
husband, in a letter to the writer, says, 
“© We were married, Oct. 8th, 1840; she 
was very ill the same winter. She went 
to Stroud the next September, and stayed 
until the autumn of 1842. She became 
ill again, and was up stairs from that 
time till last May, when she left home, 
and never, alas! returned; but departed 
to her final rest. I believe before and 
after the birth of the dear boy, last 
March, she never came down stairs for 
about twenty-four weeks.” Such were 
the afflictions of our deceased friend ; 
her path was the path of sorrow ; yet it 
was relieved. by the kind attentions of 
an affectionate mother, and by the super- 
abounding consolations of the God of 
grace. 

To the mysterious dispensations of 
providence Mrs. Tunley most cheerfully 
submitted, often adverting to the dark- 
ness that_seemed to rest upon her path, 
yet always speaking of it as a right way 
to the city of habitation. There was, 
indeed, another colouring given to her 
interesting character by her afflictions, 
and while she lost something of her 
former cheerfulness, yet we witnessed 
the deeper traces of the divine image— 
greater spirituality of affection, and more 
entire harmony with his will. To see 
her, and listen to her interesting state- 
ments, when she could speak, of the 
grace she experienced and the joys she 
realized, were hallowed seasons that will 
not be forgotten. Thus, as the stars 


shine brightest in the darkest night, so 
did the hopes and consolations of reli- 
gion shed their brightest lustre on the 
scenes of her attending gloom. At one 
time when the physician gave Mrs. Tun- 
ley some encouragement to think that 
she would get better, she said to her 
mother, “I do not think I am designed 
for life, as I have never had such feelings 
before. I have been enabled to give up 
my dear husband and children, and I 
believe that the Lord is gradually pre- 
paring me for himself.” The last time 
she ever went to the house of God was 
early in September last, when she at- 
tended the Wesleyan chapel, at Weston- 
super-mare; whither she had gone, at- 
tended by her affectionate mother, with 
a view of trying the change of air. The 
sermon was that morning on prayer and 
its advantages, which she greatly en- 


joyed, and it was the means of encourag- _~ 


ing her to trust in God. 

When her husband, who was with her 
at Stroud, inquired what she wished him ~ 
to say to her friends at Northampton, > 
she replied, “ Give my kind love to : 
them, and tell them, I have an un- 
clouded sun.” At another time, after 
greatly enjoying an interview with a 
valued ministering friend, she dwelt 
much on part of his prayer, and repeated 
it afterwards with much emphasis, “ that. 
God will not lay upon his children more 
than he will enable them to bear, nor 
will he withhold from them what is 
really needful.” .On another occasion, — 
she said to a dear relative, “ When you — 
see me lie here a lifeless corpse, don’t— 
you weep for me, but stand up and 
praise God.” To her mother, on entering — 
her room one morning, she said, with 
peculiar joy, “I wanted to tell you what 
sweet meditations I have had on the 
goodness of God to me; and I felt such - 
love to Christ that I quel I could — 
gladly give up all - be with him, and 
behold him as he is’ To a friend whe 
was with her, she said, that she had no 
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earthly ties that she could not give up, 
even her husband and dear little ones. 
The friend replied, “ Yours is, indeed, 
an enviable state of mind ;” when she 
said, “I did not feel like this six months 
ago: you must not expect = have dy- 
ing grace till you need it; —adding, 
Oh, what a transition it will be, to 
leave this poor, frail body, to enter into 
the presence of my Saviour, and be 
made like unto him !” 

The last fortnight she was daily ex- 
pecting a change. On the Saturday pre- 
ceding her death, feeling worse than 
usual, she said to her mother, ‘Oh, 
what a mercy it will be when I am re- 
lieved from this body of sin and suffer- 
ing! but I hope I shall have patience to 
wait the Lord’s time ; and when you see 
me lying on this bed a lifeless corpse, I 
hope you will not grieve.” During the 
last sabbath she spent on earth, her 
mind was marked by especial enjoy- 
ments, and she conversed freely with 
several Christian friends. To her fond 
mother she said, when asked by her 
how she felt: “Oh, I feel very happy ! 
—more happy than ever! I think I 
have had a foretaste of heaven. I can 
say, from experience— 

“ Jesus can make a dying bed, 
Feel soft as downy pillows are.” 
To another friend, she said, “I thought 
last night I should have spent this sab- 
bath in heaven;” but with great empha- 
sis added, “My sun is going down 
without a cloud.” She repeated at in- 


tervals that sweet verse— 


* Haste, my Beloved, fetch my soul 
Up to thy blest abode! 
Fly, for my spirit longs to see 

My Saviour and my God.” 
She added, “Oh, what a mercy I have 
not living work to do now! If I had, I 
could not doit. I have quite enough to 
do to bear the weakness and suffering of 


my poor body.” When the friend bade 


r farewell, she said, ‘ May our next 


eting be in heaven.” 


On Thursday the signs of her ap- 
proaching end became yisible, and her 
speech began to fail. To her father, 
who said, “ You will soon be with your 
heayenly Father,’ she answered, “ Oh, 
yes!” To her medical attendant, she 
said, “I am going home; I need no 
more human aid.” In the evening, she 
appeared deeply affected by the spiritual 
condition of some whose great kindness 
and affectionate attentions she had re- 
ceived in her affliction. She grasped 
the hand of a female friend, and en- 
deavoured to speak to her on the value 
of religion, and the glories of immor- 
tality ; but, alas! her speech was gone; 
she could no longer utter the warm effu- 
sions of her heart. It was a truly touch- 
ing scene to see the dying saint lay hold 
of the hand of a friend, and saying, 
“Have you?”’—“Do you?” No more 
could she add, though her look indicated 
her anxiety. A beloved sister standing 
by relieved her feelings, by saying, “ Do 
you feel anxious for the soul of Mrs. 
e” © Yes 5” she said. “ Do you 
wish for her to have the consolations 
that you enjoy on a death-bed?” ‘Oh, 
yes!” she indistinctly articulated; and 
thus the splendour of Christian principle 
was most intensely manifested, in seek- 
ing with her dying breath the peace and 
the eternal salvation of those she es- 
teemed and loved. 

After this evening the strides of death 
were rapid, and she could only make 
signs which indicated, to the joy of at- 
tending friends, that the Lord was with 
her in the dark valley; and on the Sa- 
turday morning, Dec. 23rd, her triumph- 
ant spirit entered into rest, and became 
identified with the redeemed family 
who, being “absent from the body, are 
present with the Lord.” 

Mrs. Tunley was interred, by the 
writer, in the burial ground at Rodbo- 
rough Tabernacle, on Dec, 29; when 
the Rev. Messrs. Backhouse of Rodbo- 
rough and Maund of Stonehouse con- 


178 
ducted the devotional service. The 
funeral sermon was preached on sabbath 
evening, Dec. 81, at the baptist chapel, 
Stroud, to a deeply affected and nu- 
merous audience, from 2 Cor. v. 8, ‘‘ Ab- 
sent from the body, present with the 
Lord ;” words which were selected by 
her some weeks before her death. 

The writer endeavoured to improve 
the solemn event, by an illustration of 
the passage, and by delivering the im- 
portant messages which she had entrust- 
ed to him, to the teachers in the sabbath 
school and to the members of the church, 
to whom she was much attached. On 
the sabbath-school teachers he was en- 
treated to urge the solemn obligations of 
piety, and the importance of an affec- 
tionate concern for the salvation of the 
children ; while they were to present to 
them a pattern of punctuality, affection, 
and zeal, On the members of the church 
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he was to inculcate spirituality of mind, 
entreating them to die daily to the world. 
She also urged the visiting of the sick, 
saying, “ Oh, do tell them from me that J 
have realized some of my happiest mo- 
ments in the chambers of affliction ; be- 
sides, she wished to have enforced the 
great necessity of a regular attendance 
on the ordinances of religion, intimating 
that she always thought it her duty to 
fill up her place in the sanctuary, but 
that she saw it now more important than 
ever, to ensure the happiness of a minis- 
ter, and the prosperity of the chuch. 
Dear reader, you will perceive that 
such a character requires n0 encomium. 
One thus living and dying in the odours 
of the sanctuary; one whose deeds of 
piety and works of benevolence praise 
her in the gates of Zion, has left behind 
her the purest and most permanent 
memorials, . 
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THE YEAR OF CHRIST’S BIRTH, 


AS ASCERTAINED BY A NEW INVESTIGATION. 


BY MR. JOHN FREEMAN, 


Ir is well known that a great difference of opinion respecting the precise year of our Lord’s birth _ 
has long existed, and given rise to much learned discussion, When the practice of dating public 
documents from that event arose, in the sixth century, it was supposed that the fact occurred at 
the time to which the Vulgar Era assigns it. It is now generally agreed that the date must be _ 
fixed a few. years earlier than that epoch : some say seven or eight years, but the more generally 
received opinion is that the event took place four years before the year called Anno Domini. We | 
have great pleasure in submitting to the judgment of our intelligent readers the following paper a 
written by a gentleman whose long continued attachment to antiquarian and astronomical studies 
is well known, and whose name will secure respectful attention to his ar uments, and give weight 
to his decision,—Ep. 3 


a page of the bible, and there are also — 
ancient fragments from the book of 
creation, which, when verified by as- 
tronomical calculations founded on — 
modern observations, supply essential 
assistance not otherwise attainable. _ 
Josephus informs us that Matthias and. 
Judas first finding that Herod the Great’s 
‘illness must end in death, and then being 


In all researches into the all-important 
contents of the sacred volume, that 
volume itself, being written by the 
finger of God, ought to be our first 
authority. Comparatively speaking, “Let 
God be true, and every mana liar.” In 
other writings, however, there are an- 
cient transcripts from the book of provi- 
dence which illustrate and confirm many 


THE YEAR OF CHRIST’S BIRTH. 179 


‘incorrectly informed that he was dead, 
‘instigated their scholars to pull down 
tthe large golden eagle erected by the 
ssaid Herod over the great gate of the 
ttemple. And Josephus then not only 
nrecords Herod’s causing Matthias and 
his companions to be burnt alive for 
iraising this sedition, but adds, “‘ In that 
‘very night there was an eclipse of the 
amoon.” Thus we learn that Christ’s 
Ibirth, when Herod had health and 
strength enough to confer with “the 
‘wise* men,” was quickly followed by 
‘a lunar eclipse at the time such health 
:and strength had departed. 

To go, therefore, to the scriptures 
;alone, and to overlook additional aid 
given by providence, is not wise. For 
though we read in Luke iii, 1, 2, that 
the word of God came to John the 
Baptist in the fifteenth year of the 
reign of Tiberius Cesar; and though 
we learn from the same chapter that 
** Jesus himself began to be about thirty 
years of age,” at some time subse- 
quently ; yet that time being unspeci- 
fied, the said age may be so far post- 
dated as to give an apparent sanction to 
the Christian era till recourse is had to 
such celestial phenomena as answer 
Pilate’s question, ** What is truth P” 

Decisive too as a single lunar eclipse 
may be when distinctly specified, such 
a phenomenon recorded without its 
particulars, may, if untested by other 
eclipses, be a bewildering ignis fatuus. 
Thus, though the Christian era, con- 
veniently retained as a standard for 
dates, has its commencement more than 
a year too late; yet, since the year 


1627, when Petayius published his | 


chronology, the whole world has been 
led still more astray in the opposite 
direction. For Petavius adopted the 
small visible eclipse of the moon hap- 
ening when all Jerusalem was asleep 
Tuesday morning, March the 138th, 
Ante Christum four, instead of rightly 
luding that the lunar eclipse re- 


corded by Josephus was that great total 
and central eclipse of the moon visible 
at Jerusalem, and for thousands of miles 
all around, in the night of Friday and 
Saturday, the 9th and 10th of January, 
A.c. 1, or one before the Christian era. 

The eclipse of March the 13th, a.c. 4, 
is not only shown to be three years too 
early by Josephus’s own chronology, 
but, viewed as the eclipse he records, it 
exhibits the Saviour in his thirty-third 
year, at the very time that he “was 
beginning to be about thirty” according 
to Luke iii. 23; whereas the eclipse of 
January the 9th and 10th, a.c. 1, shown 
by other recorded phenomena to be the 
eclipse intended by Josephus, makes the 
Saviour’s age just what the scripture 
states it. 

In computing by the tables of Delam- 
bre and Burckhardt, and by applying 
such corrections as the latest astronomi- 
cal observations afford, the writer of this 
paper finds thatthe two eclipses already 
mentioned were the only lunar eclipses 
visible in Palestine between the 15th of 
September, a.c. 5, and the 29th of 
December, a.c. 1, or three days before 
January the Ist, av. 1. Under all the 
circumstances of the case, therefore, one 
eclipse, and only one, presents itself as 
the phenomenon noticed by Josephus 
when he says, ‘‘ In that very night there 
was an eclipse of the moon.’ Hence we 
learn that the eclipse thus recorded was 
that total and central lunar eclipse visi- 
ble throughout Palestine in the night of 
the 9th and 10th of January, a.c. 1, of 
which eclipse the following are the par- 
ticulars in apparent time, (or time by the 
sun,) at Jerusalem. 

The Lunar EcLipse recorded by Jose- 
phus began on Friday the 9th of Janu- 
ary, 3.c. 1, at thirty-five minutes after 
eleven at night ;—-the total darkness 
began on Saturday the 10th at thirty- 
two minutes after midnight ;—the eclip- 
tic opposition and greatest magnitude 
coincided at twenty-two minutes after 
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one, when the eclipse was central ;—the 
total darkness ended at twelve minutes 
after two, and the eclipse ended at nine 
minutes after three, or three hours and 
thirty-four minutes after its commence- 
ment. 

At the middle of the eclipse the moon 
was eclipsed twenty-two digits and the 
third of a digit, being immersed in the 
earth’s shadow not only twelve digits 
just covering her, but ten digits and a 
third more. Nor is it unlikely that, in 
this notable eclipse, the moon was 
“turned into blood,” as she was, when 
totally eclipsed, at the time we were 
gazing at her just before midnight on 
the 13th of October, 1837. 

The eclipse recorded by Josephus, 
like every other lunar eclipse, happened 
at the full moon. And inasmuch as 
Josephus also records the passover at 
the full moon three months afterwards, 
and gives an account of a sedition 
against Archelaus raised after his father 
Herod’s death and before that passover, 
we see, on comparing all the facts re- 
corded, that Herod must have died about 
the beginning of February, a.c. 1. More- 
over, on calculating the total eclipse of 
the moon recorded by Tacitus as visible 
in Pannonia, that eclipse is found to have 
happened on Thursday morning, Sept. 
the 27th, av. 14; and the result not 
only determines the years of the reign of 
Tiberius, but, compared with the dates 
given by Suetonius and Josephus con- 
jointly, shows that Pompey took Jerusa- 
lem in June, a.c. 638. And Josephus 
himself says, that just twenty-seven years 
afterwards, Sosius and Herod took that 
metropolis and Antigonus, who reigned 
there, thus giving June, a.c. 36, for 
Antigonus’s being carried away captive 
previous to his being beheaded at Anti- 
och two or three months afterwards. If, 
therefore, Antigonus was slain at the 
beginning of September, a.c. 86; and if 
Herod’s son Philip died in the middle of 
August, a.v. 36, in the twenty-second 
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year of the reign of Tiberius, according 
to the Greek translated by Epiphanius,* 
and as all Latin manuscripts of that 
translation, at the British Museum and 
elsewhere, distinctly state ; then Herod’s 
death was thirty-four years and five 
months after he had procured Anti- 
gonus’s death, and thirty-six years, six 
months, and a half, before the death of 
the said Philip. Moreover, Josephus, 
speaking Jaconically, (that is, using the 
whole number nearest the time in detail,) 
gives thirty-four years for Herod’s reign, 
and thirty-seven years for the reign of 
Philip spoken of in Luke iii. 1. 

Under the Mosaic dispensation three 
feasts were singled out from the mani- 
fold observances prescribed to Israel. 
Thus in Deut. xvi. 16, we read, “‘ Three 
times in a year shall all thy males appear 
before the Lord thy God in the place 
which he shall choose ; in the feast of 
unleavened bread, and in the feast of 
weeks, and in the feast of tabernacles.” 

Moreover, among the principles regu- 
lating these three feasts, one seems to 
have been that on which-our Lord spoke 
in parables ; namely, to meet the case 
of parties “to whom,” as stated in 
Matt. xiii. 11, “it is not given to know 
the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven.” 
Satan, so ready with scripture when he 
tempted the Saviour, doubtless knew 
that it was written in Deut. xvi. 1, 2, 
“In the month of Abib the Lord thy 
God brought thee forth out of Egypt by 
night. Thou shalt, therefore, sacrifice 
the passover unto the Lord thy God.” 
Nor could Satan overlook the connexion 
between the giving of the law from 
Mount Sinai and the day of pente- 


hw 


* Since the days of Epiphanius in the fifth century 
kB, the Greek hieroglyphic for 22nd, has become Bo 


signifying 20th ; a blot, a worm, or decay, or over- 
looking in transcribing, having made B. disappear 


just as the same letter is lost in F'tolemy’s catalogue — 


of stars, where the latitude of Alpha Aydre, now 
given, is twenty and a half degrees south, while 


both ancient and modern astronomy concur in show- . 


ing that? Ptolemy himself wrote pile ag 


and a half. 


=o 


7 
2 
: 


Be 
c 


THE YEAR OF CHRIST’S BIRTH. 


cost. And, the great enemy must also 
have known that it was written in 
Lev. xxiii. 42, 48, “ Ye shall dwell in 
booths seven days; and all that are 
Israelites born shall dwell in booths, 
that your generations may know that 
I made the children of Israel to dwell in 
booths when I brought them out of the 
land of Egypt.” 

Thus, while the three feasts had 
shadows of good things to come, there 
was, in each of them, such a reference 
to time past as tended to blind both bad 
men and bad angels. The cloud that 
is light and life to the Israel of God has 
been darkness and death to the Egyp- 
tians. When, on Friday April the 8rd, 
A.D. 33, Satan and his agents beheld the 
Saviour expire on the day, and at the 
hour, for slaying the paschal lamb, they 
were ill prepared to say with the apos- 
tle, “Christ our passover is sacrificed for 
us,” 1 Cor. v. 7. Nor did the enemies of 
the great Redeemer see how the type 
was connected with the antitype on 
Sunday, May the 24th, a.v. 33, (the 
memorable day of pentecost,) when a 
portion of the first fruit spoken of in 
Rom. xi. 16, was presented to the Lord 
of Hosts, and when three thousand 
anthems were sung in God’s holy tem- 
ple above by a countless multitude 
rejoicing over repenting sinners. 

That, the feast of tabernacles also had 
“a shadow of good things to come,” 
there can be no doubt. And, inasmuch 
as the tabernacle of the ox and the ass, 


_ made the Saviour’s humble shelter from 


the day of his birth to the day of his cir- 
cumcision, is connected with a series 
corresponding with the observance of 
the eight days of the feast of taber- 


_nacles, while no other corresponding 


eye 


ait. >¥ 


e 


series can be found, we infer that the 
Saviour was born on the 15th day of 
Tisri, or first day of the said feast cele- 
brated in September or Octobet. 


_ Calvisius, who wrote in 1605, adopted 


the right lunar eclipse ; and had he been 
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as happy in the use of that eclipse as he 
was in its selection, there would have 
heen no scope for this paper appearing 
in 1844, as the first publication of a new 
piscovErY. Calvisius, however, from two 
misleading causes, makes the time of 
Christ’s birth a year and a fortnight too 
early, stating that Jesus was born about 
the beginning of October, a.c. 3. On 
this supposition our Lord was. thirty 
years of age at the beginning of October, 
A.D. 28, and “ was beginning to be about 
thirty’ four or five months earlier in the 
fourteenth year of the reign of Tiberius, 
contrary to what we learn from Luke iii. 
1 and Luke iii, 23 conjointly. We 
should go to the scriptures first, and 
then to Josephus and astronomy ; and 
not begin with Josephus and astronomy, 
and fail to give effect to some “jot or 
tittle ” in the sacred volume. 

Thus, on the one hand, we learn that 
the feast of tabernacles in a.c. 3 hap- 
pened at least a year too early for the 
Saviour’s birth; while, on the other 
hand, we perceive that, if Jesus had 
been born at the feast of tabernacles in 
A.c. 1, he would have been born after 
the death of Herod who sought his life. 

We ascertain, therefore, that the year 
of Christ’s birth is a.c. 2, or TWO BEFORE 
THE CHRISTIAN ERA, in which year, as 
calculation shows, the feast of taber- 
nacles began in the middle of October,* 
at which time the Saviour was born 
when the shepherds were watching over 
their flock by night. Further particu- 
lars, however, as to the precise day in 
our calendar may, if desirable, be given 
in another paper on the correspondence 
(as type and antitype,) between the 
eight days of the feast of tabernacles and 
the first eight days of the Saviour’s 
abode on this atom of his vast dominions. 


"Suffice it to say, in conclusion, that 


* Till a pv. 1752; the Julian style is here used, in 
which style October, A.c. 2, began two days earlier, 
by the sun, than our present October does. 
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the feast of tabernacles was signal- 
ized by Jehovah as a period of peculiar 
joy. And such was the time of the 
Saviour’s birth. “Fear not,” said the 
angel of the Lord to the shepherds, “ for, 


behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy which shall be to all people. For 
unto you is born this day in the eity 
of David, a Saviour who is Christ the 
Lord.” 


THE SUFFERINGS OF THE ENGLISH BAPTISTS 


PART Ili. 


James I. now ascended the throne 
of England, amid the bright anticipa- 
tions of some, and the dark forebodings 
of others; but his character and princi- 
ples admonished the baptists to set their 
houses in order, and to prepare for 
renewed wrongs and woes. Like their 
illustrious predecessors under former 
reigns, many of them were now cast 
into prison on account of their separa- 
tion from the established religion, which 
they looked upon as popery in all its 
essential principles and ceremonies. In 
the year 1615 they presented to the king 
a petition setting forth the sufferings 
they had endured ‘‘for many years, in 
filthy prisons, in hunger, cold, idleness, 
divided from wife, family, calling, left 
in continual miseries and temptations, so 
that death would be to many less perse- 
cution.... And of the lord bishops we 
desire that they would leave off perse- 
cuting those who cannot believe as they, 
till they have proved that God is pleased 
therewith, and the souls of such as sub- 
mit are in safety from condemnation ; 
and therefore if there be a spark of 
grace in them, let them set themselves 
to give satisfaction by word, or writings, 
or both. But if they will continue their 
cruel courses as they have done, let 
them remember they must come to judg- 
ment, and have their abominations set 
in order before them, and be torn in 
pieces when none shall deliver them.” 


These were heroes indeed! for very 
few men in those days had courage and 
fidelity enough to tell the bishops of 
their abominations, and to remind them 
of a judgment to come, All honour to 
these noble-minded. men—would that 
we knew their names! In fhe midst 
of their deep and prolonged sufferings, 
the baptists found time to publish a book 
called “ Persecution Judged and Con- 
demned,” in which they endeavour to 
prove by an appeal to the word of God, 
to the law of the land, and to the 
declared opinions of the king, that no 
man ought to be persecuted for his reli- 
gion so long as it does not affect his 
allegiance to the supreme magistrate in 
things civil ; that the spiritual power in 
England is the image of the spiritual 
power at Rome; that it is a fearful 
thing to be under the authority of men 
“who tyrannize-over the conscience ;” 
and the unlawfulness of flying because 


of the trouble men see or fear is coming — 


upon them. Notwithstanding the pa- 
tience and meekness they displayed in 
the midst of their continued wrongs, 
and their eloquent exposition and de- 


fence of Christian liberty in the book 


already mentioned, no deliverance arose 
to them from any quarter, no abatement 


of their sufferings, no liberty to the — 


captives, nor opening of their prison 


doors, therefore in the year 1620 they 
made a second appeal to the iron heart | 
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THE ENGLISH BAPTISTS. 


of James, in a petition written with con- 
siderable talent and divided into ten 
chapters. In that age of darkness and 
despotism, it is refreshing to find the 
despised and injured baptists writing 
against persecution on the ground “ that 
it is against the doctrine of Jesus Christ 
—against the profession and practice of 
famous princes—condemned by ancient 
and later writers, while freedom of 
religion would tend to the prosperity 
rather than to the prejudice of the com- 
monwealth or to any loss of the legiti- 
mate power of monarchs.” Within five 
years from the date of this publication, 
this vain and arbitrary monarch was 
removed by death to a tribunal where 
persecution will indeed be “ judged and 
condemned.” 

Charles the first, who succeeded his 
father, had all the narrow-mindedness, 
the bigotry, and the lust of power, which 
render the very names and memories of 
the Stuarts odious to a large majority of 
Englishmen. Soon after his elevation to 
the throne, Laud became his prime 
minister and spiritual guide. Absolutism 
in the state, and not the least devia- 
tion from the prescribed modes of reli- 
gion, were the principles of his govern- 
ment. Persecution was the consequence; 
blood was shed, ears were cut off, noses 
were slit, the best of men were dragged 
into spiritual courts, prisons were full of 
good citizens, the altars of liberty were 
thrown down, judges were corrupt, 
juries were packed, popery made rapid 
strides in the land, multitudes left the 
country, the seas were covered with 
patriots, and the land was full of lamen- 
tation, mourning, and woe. In the perils 
and sorrows of those dark days, the 
baptists had a full share. Mr. Brewer, a 
baptist minister, suffered fourteen years, 
imprisonment. Samuel Howe, dying 
under excommunication, was refused 
Christian burial. Thomas Lamb was 
dragged in chains from Colchester to 
London for no other reason than his 
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want of conformity to the state church, 
and preaching to a separate congrega- 
tion. While in prison his wife implored 
the archbishop to have pity upon her 
and eight children by releasing her 
husband from confinement, but the 
priest was unmoved, and ordered his 
servants “to take away that troublesome 
woman.” Hear what the unjust judge 
saith.” 

When the civil wars and the over- 
throw of Charles had placed the reins of 
government in the hands of the presby- 
terians, they were almost as eager to 
persecute all who refused the convenant, 
as the bishops had been to imprison the 
enemies of prelacy ; so that after draw- 
ing the sword in defence of their own 
liberties, they were inconsistent and 
wicked enough to use it against the 
dissenters who refused to worship the 
idol of presbyterian uniformity. Even 
the best and ablest men in their com- 
munity, such as Calamy, Bates, and 
Baxter, wrote against the toleration 
of the sects, and especially against 
the baptists. “‘ This indulgence,” they 
said, ‘‘made the church of Christ re- 
semble Noah’s ark, and renders it a 
receptacle for all unclean beasts. They 
maintained the eternal obligation im- 
posed upon them by the covenant to 
extirpate heresy and schism, and they 
menaced all their opponents with the 
same persecution under which they had 
groaned when held in subjection by the 
hierarchy.” Edwards wished the parlia- 
ment to forbid dipping and to punish 
the baptists in imitation of the senators 
at Zurich, who tied some ‘of the sect 
back to back and cast them into the sea, 
burnt others at the stake, and starved 
the rest in prison. In consonance with 
this impious wish, the parliament of 
1648 passed a law which rendered it 
imprisonment for any one to maintain 
or to publish that infant baptism is un- 
lawful or void, or should presume to im- 
merse believers who had been sprinkled 
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in infancy. In mercy to our liberties 
and religion, providence gave a turn to 
public affairs at this crisis by the battles 
of Naseby, of Dunbar, and of Worcester, 
puting an end to presbyterian ascen- 
dancy, and the baptists ‘escaped as a 
bird from the snare of the fowler.” 


Cromwell was now at the head of | 


the nation, and a glorious time of liberty 
succeeded the despotism of the Stuarts. 


Compared with any former reign this | 


was a bright era in the history of Kng- 
land, inasmuch as men of all religious 


parties enjoyed the right of worshipping | 


God according to those modes and 
forms which their judgments approved, 
without fear of civil penalties in any 
shape or degree. Episcopacy indeed 
lay humbled in the dust with the foot 
of Cromwell on its neck, not as a reli- 


gious party, but as a political faction 


ARE YOU A BELIEVER? 


which disturbed the peace of the na- 
tion, and many of whose members were 
engaged in treasonable correspondence 
with the fugitive Charles. It was other- 
wise with the baptists. Under their 
invincible leader they had been fighting 
for liberty of conseience, and now they 
enjoyed the fruit of their sacrifices and 
success. As a section of the Christian 
church, they cannot exist without the 
free exercise of their religion—they die 
under the cold shade of despotism—but 
as long as Cromwell’s mighty mind ruled 
the destinies of England and Ireland, 
they met for the public worship of God 
without any molestation. To the end of 
time baptists ought to revere the memory 
of the Huntingdon farmer, These golden 
opportunities soon passed away, and 
were succeeded by dark and dismal 
times. . 


(To be continued.) 


ARE YOU A BELIEVER? 


In an excellent little volume by Mr. 
Innes of Edinburgh, just published un- 
der the title of ‘“‘ Responsibility ; or, Im- 
prove your Privileges,” we find an anec- 
dote which may suggest to the reader 
an important inquiry :— 

A preacher perceiving, on one occa- 
sion, among his hearers, an individual 
who was known in the neighbourhood 
as a ringleader of infidelity, was induced 
to hope that some alteration had taken 
place in his views. To ascertain whether 
such was the fact, he called upon him 
the next day, and told him how happy 
he had been to see him at the house 
of prayer the previous evening, the more 


- so as having been given to understand 


that he did not believe the gospel. ‘ Nor 
you either,” said the unceremonious scep- 
tic. “ What!” he exclaimed, “do you 
mean, sir, to call me a hypocrite?” “I 
call you no ill names, sir,” he coolly re- 


plied, “but what I mean to say is this, 
you have known of my infidelity for 
years, and though I have lived all the 
while within a short distance of your 
dwelling, you have never before at- 
tempted to enlighten me as to these 
matters ; a thing which, to do you jus- 
tice, I must believe you would have done 
had you thought them as important ag 
your creed would make them. Indeed, 
I can hardly fancy that you would see 
me going to hell, and never try to save 
my soul.” 

My informant was unable to tell me 
what the minister said next. What could 


he say ? Perhaps he mused in silence on 
the patriarchal confession —‘‘ We are 


verily guilty concerning the blood of our 
brother,” and then retired to his study 
to prepare a sermon from the twenty- 


fourth chapter of the Book of Proverbs, — 
- 


the eleventh and twelfth verses. 
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Baptism in its Mode and Subjects. By Aurx- 
ANDER Carson, LL.D., Minister of the Gos- 
pel. london: 8vo. pp. 518. Price 2s, 


A work bearing this title was published 
by the author of the volume before us in 
the year 1831. He was at that time but 
little known in England ; but the intrin- 
sic qualities of his book obtained for it a 
greater degree of attention than publica- 
tions on baptism generally receive. It 
was evident that he was a man of great 
natural acuteness, a vigorous reasoner, 
and much in earnest in the pursuit of 
truth. It was apparent also that his ac- 
quaintance with Greek literature was 
very extensive, that he had studied the 
philosophy of language deeply, and that 
he was well versed in biblical criticism. 
Readers of our own denomination espe- 
cially were pleased to meet with so 
potent a champion for a part of divine 
truth which they deemed valuable, but 
which many of their fellow Christians 
misunderstood or treated with indiffe- 
rence. In proportion as the work be- 
came known, its reputation augmented, 
The opinion gained ground that some 
points were treated im it with greater 
accuracy, and elucidated more com- 
pletely, than in any former publication. 
The first impression being exhausted, a 


“new and enlarged edition was urgently 


called for; and the result is a large and 
closely printed volume, more than dou- 
ble the size of that of 1831, appearing 
under auspices which almost super- 
sede our interference. The list of sub- 
seribers appended to the work contain- 
ing the names of above four hundred 


baptist ministers, it may be thought pre- 


his brethren before, 


t 


> 


sumptuous for a baptist reviewer even to 
commend it. So great an honour as this, 
no baptist minister ever received from 
Who shall under- 
take to criticize the performance of one 
so distinguished,—the performance to 


_ which he has been called by the general 


3 
b 
3 
t 
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voice of his compeers? 

Some readers will, however, expect 
from us a report of the manner in which: 
Dr. Carson has executed his task, and it 
would not perhaps be compatible with 
our position to withhold one. The work 


| = 


before us is not a mere reprint of that 
which has received so high a sanction: 
there are alterations and additions, and 
to these we are bound to refer with our 
usual faithfulness, if with more than our 
usual diffidence. 

There are one or two deviations 
from the author’s original plan, which 
we have seen with surprise. Through- 
out the book, Dr. Carson has dispensed 
entirely with the use of Greek and 
Hebrew characters. The numerous 
Greek words which occur are all trans- 
ferred ; the sound being represented as 
nearly as possible in italic types. 


“Jn order to make the work more agreeable 
and useful to the English reader, I have not 
printed a single Greek word : and there is hardly 
a criticism which men of a sound mind without 
learning may not understand and estimate. My 
canons and my criticisms generally apply to all 
languages, and require nothing in the reader but 
patience and a sound judgment. The only 
thing which I regret in following this plan 
is, that it prevents me from using much valu- 
able evidence supplied to me by my friends from 
the testimony of modern Greek, &c.”—Page x, 


That the work will be, in consequence, 
more agreeable to mere English readers 
we acknowledge ; honouring at the same 
time the motive by which the learned 
author has been influenced. But the 
loss of the evidence from the modern 
Greek is not, we think, the only conse- 
quence of this change that is to be re- 
gretted: the book will be rendered 
thereby less acceptable to the class of 
persons for whom it is principally adapt- 
ed, and less effective for the purposes 
which it was intended to answer. It 
was not for mere English readers that it 
was chiefly wanted, but for scholars. 
The more eminent the scholarship of the 
reader, the more will he appreciate Dr. 
Carson’s reasonings ;—reasonings into 


many of which the mere English reader 


cannot enter fully, and which after all 
will afford him but little satisfaction, 
Popular works on the subject are not 
scarce; and, if they were, men of far 
inferior learning to Dr. Carson might 
produce popular works, by the assist- 
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ance of his book, more level to the capa- 
city of the mere English reader than his 
own can be: what we desired to see, 
from his pen, was a work in every re- 
spect adapted to maintain our cause 
among the learned. 

Still more do we lament the omission 
of the numerous Greek quotations which 
were given in the former volume. In a 
note near the commencement, the au- 
thor says, “See my former edition for 
the original of al/ my translations.” But 
the possessor of this work will not gene- 
rally have the former edition at hand ; 
and we are sure that Dr. Carson himself, 
in considering the bearings of the pas- 
sages he cites upon the argument, would 
not be satisfied with any man’s transla- 
tions. However high his opinion might 
be of an opponent’s erudition, integrity, 
and judgment, he would say, Give me 
the originals. His dislike to pedantry, 
and determination to exclude every 
thing that might deter an English reader, 
led him probably to this course ; but we 
are persuaded that we shall not be alone 
in our regret that to his translated quota- 
tions from the classics, he has not ap- 
pended the original passages, if not in 
the text yet at the least in foot-notes. 

The sacrifices which Dr. Carson has 
made to the convenience of the un- 
learned render it the more incumbent to 
direct their attention to the work, in 
which they will find very much to interest 
and instruct them. If they cannot follow 
the author every where, they may accom- 
pany him through many pleasant and 
fertile plains. Dr. Carson possesses the 
power of expressing himself clearly, in 
great perfection. His sentences are 
generally short and pointed, and his 
illustrations are often humorous, as well 
as original and striking. 

The alterations of the original treatise 
being in other respects extremely slight, 
it is only necessary to add that it occu- 
pies but 220 pages of the present 
closely printed volume. Of that portion 
which is new, or which has appeared 
previously in ephemeral pamphlets, a 
more particular account may be~ex- 
pected. A chapter is now prefixed on 
the burden of proof in which the author 


Dr, Carson shows, on the contrary, that 
the burden of proof lies on him who 
affirms; as an affirmation is of no au- 
thority without. proof, The side that 
affirms needs the proof, and the side 
that needs the proof must produce it. 
The holder of the doctrine is bound to 
submit the evidence on which his doc- 
trine is founded; the objector to the 
doctrine must prove anything that he 
alleges as an objection. Infant baptism, 
and episcopacy, and all religious rites, 
must show their authority in scripture, 
or perish with the other human inven- 
tions discontinued at the reformation. 
This doctrine the author establishes at 
the outset, and he applies it frequently to 
the case in hand, in his subsequent pages. 
The latter half of the volume consists 
of answers to writers who have assailed 
Dr. Carson, or who haye distinguished 
themselves as opponents of his views of 
baptism, since the publication of his 
book. Sixty-eight pages are devoted to 
President Beecher of Illinois, -who has 
maintained that the word baptism does 
not mean either immersion, or pouring, 
or sprinkling, that it does not refer to 
mode at all, but that it signifies purifica- 
tion. Kighty-four pages are devoted to 
the examination of a series of papers in 
the Congregational Magazine, entitled 
“A Critical Inquiry inte the Mode of 
Christian Baptism,” by an. anonymous 
writer, who adopted President Beecher’s 
theory, and combined with it some con- 
genial discoveries of his own. <A reply 
to Mr. Bickersteth, or rather to a friend 
of Mr. Bickersteth whose remarks on 
Dr. Curson were inserted in Mr. Bicker- 
steth’s Treatise on Baptism, twenty-four 
pages are assigned; to Dr. Henderson | 
eighteen ; to Dr. Miller of New York 
thirty-one ; to Mr. Hall, an American, 
twenty-six ; to Mr. Munro six; and to 
Mr. Thorn of Winchester one. Poor 
Mr. Thorn! This must be a great dis- 
appointment. So-distinct as were his 
criticisms from those of other critics; so 
numerous as were the pages of ‘“ Modern 
Immersion, not Scripture Baptism,” it is 
absolutely cruel for Dr. Carson to limit 
his notice to fifty-one lines. 


r And the © 
quality of the remarks is no more flatter- _ 
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controverts a statement of Archbishop | ing than the quantity.—* His interpreta-_ : 
Whately, whom he acknowledges as the | tion is extravagant and wild beyond al- | 
first logician of the age, to the effect | most any of his fellaw labourers.”.. “As _ 
that there is such a presumption in| a defender of sprinkling, it is fortunate _ 
favour of existing institutions and gene-| for Mr. Thorn that he was notacquainted _ 
rally received opinions that the burden} with the philosophy of language,-and — 
of proof lies on him that impugns them./! the laws which operate in varying the 
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meaning of words.” 
Porson would fail, a Thorn would 
triumph.” ... “Was ever ignorance so 
consummate under the guise of know- 
ledge?” ... “* Are we obliged to meet 
such objection as criticism? Are writers 
of this stamp worthy of our rebuke 2” 
Thus ends the chapter on Mr. Thorn. 
Dr. Carson is a native of Ireland ; and 
he has his full share of the liveliness of 
imagination and ardour of feeling for 
which his countrymen are eminent. If 
it were desirable to divest himself of 
these, it would not be possible: but he 
has laid himself under restraint. We 
find him saying, in one case, “ Were it 
not that my friends in England think I 
am too severe, I would certainly speak 
strongly here. But I will be as mild as 
the summer breeze.” And again, “ Were 
I not determined to be extravagantly 
gentle, I should think it my duty to 
lash such trifling with the utmost seve- 
rity.” Yet in this very page, speaking of 
Mr. Ewing’s classification of the mean- 
ings of the word baptize, which Dr. Hen- 
derson had called admirable, he says, 
“Tt blasphemes science, it outrages 
common sense, to call this classification 
an admirable classification of meanings.” 
But though the pointed character of the 
author's style, and the home-thrusts 
which he gives, may be mistaken by the 
superficial for indications of “a bad 
spirit,” it is rare to meet with a con- 
troversial writer so thoroughly free from 
that evil. A bad spirit is displayed when 
a writer misrepresents his opponent’s lan- 
guage, imputes to him a worse meaning 
than his words naturally suggest, as- 
cribes to him evil motives by which 
there is no reason to suppose that he is 
actuated, or evinces towards him any 
kind of ill will, But a man is not to be 
accounted an enemy because he tells 
unpalatable truths and exposes ingenious 
sophisms. A full and free exhibition of 
the fallacies of an opponent may be con- 
sistent with the purest benevolence, 
both towards him and towards others 
whom he is misleading. In Dr. Car- 
son’s pages, we do not perceive any 
malignity or unfairness; though there 
are expressions of conscious superiority, 


“* Where a 


and an unsparing exposure of philologi- 


cal and argumentative weakness. But he 
shall speak for himself:— 


“TI press my views on my brethren: if I suc- 
ceed, I do them service; if I fail, I discharge 
my~duty, but have no cause of complaint 


“ 
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against them. They are not accountable to 
me, and it is the essence of popery to assume 
any authority but that of argument. In the 
field of battle, I strike in earnest, but even then 
it is the arguments, or the talents, or the har- 
mony of my opponent, at which I aim. I never 
judge the heart! Iam united in heart with all 
who are united to Christ.”— Introduction, P, xii, 


“Ts it not astonishing that gentlemen in emi- 
nent situations will risk the character of their 
understanding by pouring forth such crudities ? 
It is painful for me to use the knife so freely 
but I must, for the sake of the Christian public, 
find out the disease under which my patient 
labours. It is better that one delinquent should 
suffer, than that a multitude should be drawn 
into error by his transgression.” —Page 435. 


“My antagonist may be a very ingenious 
man, and a very pious man, and in many 
respects a very clever man, but he has not a 
head for the philosophy of language: and I say 
this with as little bad feeling as I say that the 
three angles of every triangle are equal to two 
right angles.” —Page 496. 


His strong-love of truth, and determi- 
nation to follow whithersoever it may 
lead, impart an indescribable charm to 
Dr. Carson’s pages. He has in great 
perfection what Coleridge called “ the 
love of the truth for the truth’s sake,” 
and might seem to be raised up to per- 
form the work which he indicated, in 
exclaiming, ‘ Alas! I look in vain for 
some wise and vigorous man to sound 
the word purty in the ears of this gene- 
ration.” 


“In urging compliance with the appoint- 
ments of Christ, I never distinguish between 
things of a ritual nature and other things. All 
things commanded by Christ demand equal 
obedience. It is enough for me to know that 
Christ has commanded immersion. Were it the 
very least of all his commandments, it is to me 
better than life. This is the spirit with which 
I read the scriptures. I never balance the im- 
portance of different things, with a view to keep 
the one and violate the other. Everything that 
God commands is important, and bonds and 
death ought to be endured rather than dis- 
obey.” —Page 240, 


« Could the writer satisfy my conscience that 
newly-born infants are disciples of Christ, he 
would relieve me of a considerable part of the 
burden of the cross of Christ. Nothing is so 
offensive in the country in which I reside, as to — 
refuse to baptize infants, Men will not under- 


188 


stand it in any other way than as denying 
infant salvation. I have no pleasure in being | 
odious to the world; still less in being disliked 
even by the people of God. But I cannot wrest | 
the scriptures in order to please men, nor to re- 
tain popularity even among Christians, I have 
lost this world: I do not wish to lose both } 
worlds, What Christ has shown me in his 
word, I cannot conceal or pervert: I must not 
be ashamed of his word more than of himself. I 
fight for no church, for no party. Ido not make 
even my past attainments my standard; I am 
willing to advance or recede, as I am made to 
hear the word of command. When Christ says 
Go,’ I will go: when he says ‘ Come,’ I will 
come, If any man can show me to be wrong in 
in anything, I shall be swift in changing my 
course. Truth is my treasure.”—Page 258. 


“My design is to examine his reasoning 
fairly, candidly, and patiently. If he has a 
single particle of truth, which I have not yet 
discovered, { will accept it with gratitude. 
Truth is my riches; to contend for it in the 
sight of God is my highest glory. Men of 
sincerity and men of God may be in error as to 
the meaning of scripture, yet in no instance is 
error either innocent or harmless. We should 
know, and it must be in all cases important 
to know, what God has revealed for our belief 
and practice.” —Page 364. 


The doctrine taught by Dr. Carson in 
his first edition, that Barrw (bapto) sig- 
nifies primarily to dip, and, as a secon- 
dary meaning derived from the primary, 
denotes to dye, but that Barrifw (bap- 
tizo), the word employed in the New 
Testament invariably to describe the 
ordinance, never signifies to-dye but 
uniformly to immerse, has not, we be- 
lieve, been shaken by any of his oppo- 
nents. He established it by a great 
variety of citations from the ancient 
classics, and he adheres to it firmly. 
Some have taken advantage of his ad- 
mission respecting Bamrw, to infer that 
a similar change may be presumed in the 
case of BarriZw ; if the former from 
dyeing by dipping comes to signify dye- 
ing in any manner, then they argue it 
may be that the latter from baptizing by 
dipping comes to signify baptizing in 
any manner. But he shows plainly the 
distinction : “* Use has actually conferred 
the alleged meaning on bapto,—use has 
not conferred the alleged meaning on 
baptizo.” ‘* Where is the proof,” he 
asks, “that the process has actually 


taken place ?” 


| the actual change. 
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“Wad the change taken place, my doctrine 
would recognize it ; but there must be proof of 
Even were it in proof that 
the change had actually taken place, though my 
doctrine must recognize it, it would not prove 
that anything but immersion is scripture bap- 
tism. 

“ Any change in the word, after its applica- 
tion to the ordinance, is of no authority, as to 
its use in reference to the ordinance. Had 
sprinkling been universally adopted at any 
period, in place of immersion, by those who 
spoke the Greek language; and had the word 
which now designates immersion been applied to 
sprinkling, the fact would have no weight at all 
in proving that sprinkling is warranted by the 
scriptures. The meaning of the word, in re- 
ference to the ordinance, must be determined by 
its meaning at the time of its application to the 
ordinance. Its meaning in the ordinance must 
be determined by its sense in the language at 
the period of appropriation, not by its use in 
church history in after ages. Does not any one 
see that a secondary meaning conferred after 
the institution of the ordinance, can have no 
bearing on the question? If in its appropria- 
tion to the ordinance, it signified immerse, as 
the writer admits, immersion it must be for 
ever, as far as Christ’s authority is regarded. Is 
it not enjoined in the sense of the word at the 
time? No after change in the rite, and in the 
meaning of the word according to the change of 
the rite, can affect the meaning of the word as 
it stands in Christ’s institution. I am utterly 
at a loss to conceive how any person of ordinary 
capacity, can attempt to fasten on a word in 
scripture, a meaning which use is supposed to 
have conferred on the word in after times.”— 
Page 252. 


_ © All my opponents endeavour to take advan- 
tage of my candour in proving the secondary 
meaning of bapto, taking it for granted that 
this equally applies to baptizo. Let baptizo 
show as good evidence of a secondary meaning, 
as I have shown on the part of bapto, and I will 
without controversy admit the fact. But when 
Mr. Beecher has done this, he has not succeeded; 
even then I am perfectly able to prove that the 
word applies to the ordinance of baptism in its 
primary meaning. A primary and a secondary 
meaning may coexist, while each of them must 
he capable of being definitely ascertained, I 
deny a secondary meaning, not because it would 
disprove immersion in the ordinance of baptism, 
but because it wants fhe countenance of use. 


I give my opponents the whole range of Greek 
literature till the institution of the ordinance of 


baptism. I have never met an example which 


— 
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T cannot reduce to the one meaning,”—Pp, 
460, 461. 


The supposed sacred meaning of the 
word baptism, frequently referred to of 
late by some of our independent breth- 
ren, is treated according to its merits. 
Dr. Carson adverts thus to some of the 
remarks in the “ Critical Inquiry” in the 
Congregational Magazine :— 


¢Tn all cases where the word occurs in the 
New Testament,’ says the writer, ‘it is applied 
to things connected with religion, generally to a 
sacred right significant of the purifying of the 
soul. Whatever may be supposed to be the 
symbolical meaning of Christian baptism, that 
of the Jews, to which reference is made in the 
epistle to the Hebrews, that of the Pharisees, 
and that of John, were unquestioned rites 
of purification: this was the meaning of them 
all, and their only meaning, Now the meaning 
of a rite being of more importance than the 
mode, would be more frequently referred to 
when the rite was mentioned.’ 

“ There is here some truth, but false conclu- 
sions are drawn from it. It is true that Chris- 
tian immersion, and Jewish immersions, and, he 
might have added, heathen religious immersions, 
are all emblematical of purification, or supposed 
to be effective of it. But does this imply that 
the word by which these purifications were 
designated must signify purification? This is 
grossly unfounded. Was not circumcision a rite 
of purification? Did the name designate purifi- 
cation? How often must I ask this question ? 
Rites of purification may have names that do 
not express purification. What does the writer 
mean by the meaning of a rite being more 
frequently referred to than its mode, when the 
rite is mentioned? Can this say anything with 
respect to its name? And is not its mode an 
essential part of the meaning of the rite? Ifa 
rite has a name from mode, can it be spoken of as 
to its meaning, without indication of mode ?”— 
Page 304. 


“ The author tells us that the word has here | 


‘that connexion with terms of religion which 
favours the supposition that it had a sacred 
meaning, such as to purify, and not a common 
meaning, such as to dip,—‘ Dip and cleanse 
away thy sins, invoking his name.’ Upon this 


I remark :—l, What does he mean by terms. 


of religion? Does he mean words that are used 
in religion only ? There are no such terms here, 


All the words referred to are used in common | 
as well as in sacred things, Does he mean | 


words that are often used in religion? Any 


word may be used with respect to religion when 
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its meaning is suitable. 2. Do we not find a 
similar connexion with respect to the words, 
wash, cleanse, sprinkle? yet they are common 
words, 3. A word does not become a religious 
word by being applied to religion; to wash, to 
cleanse, to purify, are common words. A com- 
mon word may apply to a sacred object without 
becoming sacred. The hog and the devotee are 
cleansed by the same-word. 4. If zmmersion, as 
a mode, is employed by God to designate a rite, 
is it not as holy as any word in the language ? 
I make no such objection to sprinkling or pour- 
ing, as the appointed mode of this ordinance. 
5. What are the consecrated terms with which 
baptizo is here associated? The first of them is 
wash away. Is lowo a consecrated word? Jn- 
voking—the word calls on man as well as on 
God. 6, The word is indeed associated here 
with a word that determines its meaning. It is 
coupled with Jouo, to bathe, which always re- 
spects the person in general when no part 
is named.” —Page 357. 


oe 


The argument so frequently brought 
against us from the improbability of 
immersion in certain cases, and the 
difficulties to be overcome in obtaining 
water is met with the author’s habitual 
directness. Thus, in answering the an- 
onymous writer in the Congregational, 
he says, 


“With respect to Acts ix. 18, xxii. 16, the 
author thinks that Paul being a sick man, it is 
not probable that he was immersed, I see no- 
thing in Paul’s case to prevent his immediate 
immersion: I consider such reasoning as the 
most egregious trifling. Can anything be more 
unreasonable than to attempt to evade the estab- 
lished meaning of a word, and confer on it a 
meaning that cannot plead the authority of a 
single example, on the pretence of such impro- 
babilities? I object to this, not merely as it 
affects the point in question, but as it establishes 
a false principle of interpretation. 

“Tf a similar document came from the baptist 
missionaries in any very distant country, would 
there be any hesitation as to the meaning? 
Would any one allege that it was probable that 
sprinkling was used instead of immersion, or 
that the word immersion signifies. sprinkling or 
purification ? Were we to admit, as a canon of 
interpretation, that difficulties and views of pro- 
bability ought to set aside the usual meaning of 
words, and give them meanings for which there 
is no other sanction, what facts in history could 
stand their ground? Every fanatic, every reli- 
gionist, every heretic, would give words what~ 
ever meaning they pleased. In all cases of 
‘contested meaning, we must proceed on the 
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authority of ascertained examples, without any 
deference to the authority of previous proba- 
bility. If Paul was baptized in a state of exhaus- 
tion, before partaking of refreshment, we are 
not from this to deny the meaning of the word, 
but to learn that baptism ought to be attended 
to immediately on believing. It is connected 
with the faith that saves the soul, and ought as 
closely as possible to be connected with it in 
practice.” —Page 356. 


Again, in the reply to Dr. Miller,— 


“The improbabilities and difficulties of im- 
mersion are the next objections. How could 
three thousand be immersed in one day? Would 
to God that he would put it into my power 
to make the experiment ; I have no doubt that 
I could accomplish the matter in the third part 
of a day. The difficulties and improbabilities 
are all grounded on superstitious views of the 
ordinance. The performance of baptism is not 
confined to office—this is the mummery of 
Babylon. In baptizing the three thousand on 
the day of Pentecost, I will trouble neither the 
twelve nor the seventy, if they have more im- 
portant work. But he has another difficulty as 
to the water. I can do miracles about the 
water; I will make the word find it for me, 
even in the deserts of Arabia, if it is asserted 
that there was a baptism there. This writer, 
like our opponents in general, mistakes the 
burden of proof. It does not lie on us to show 
that there is any evidence of water, except the 
evidence implied in the word. Many writers on 
our side have shown that there is independent 
evidence of the sufficiency of water in Jerusa- 
lem. This is highly useful, with a view of put- 
ting obstinacy to the blush; but it is not 
necessary to prove the fact by direct evidence in 
any instance. I trample on such objections. 
If it is asserted by credible testimony that a 
ynan was shot, are you to refuse belief, unless 
you are informed where the powder and ball were 
purchased, in order to kill him ?”—Pp, 870, 871. 


“Tt is utterly unphilosophical, as well as un- 
scriptural, to reject testimony on views of pro- 
bability . on this very ground all the doctrines 
of the gospel have been rejected. Another may 
as reasonably say, ‘The man that can believe 
that a guilty creature can become righteous by 
faith in Jesus, must have great faith.? When 
we believe that three thousand were immersed 
in one day, we rest on the divine testimony, 
ascertained. by the meaning of the words which 


_ the Spirit uses. Whether they were immersed 


depends on the meaning of the word, not on any 
view of probability. To speak of a facility in 
ig ai our faith to our wishes, is speak- 
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ing not only without evidence, but contrary to 
self-evidence. How many thousands of those 
who are the most zealous for immersion, have 
received it not from their fathers, nor their sect, 
nor from their temporal interests, but in opposi- 
tion to all these! What advantage can it be in 
this world to any man? To oppose infant 
sprinkling is the heaviest part of the cross 
of Christ. Why, then, should we wish it true, 
when it is our interest to be convinced that it is 
false ? All temptations to tamper with evidence 
lie obviously on the other side, Were Sir Isaac 
Newton at this moment alive, and a baptist, L 
really believe that in Great Britain or Ireland it 
would be difficult to procure him the situation 
of a parish schoolmaster.”—Page 371. 


Dissenting Puseyism, to which he fre- 
quently adverts, meets with no tokens of 
sympathy. T he following passages occur 
in the reply to the writer in the Congre- 
gational Magazine :— 


“There is no necessity to suppose that John 
baptized all personally. He might have em- 
ployed the instrumentality of others along with 
himself. Indeed, without any reference to the 
difficulty, I perceive no reason to believe that 
John declined assistance in the work of baptism. 
Christ’s baptism is surely equally important : 
Christ baptized none; Paul baptized but few ; 
and if the converts made by the brethren scat- 
tered by the persecution, at the death of Stephen, 
were baptized at all, they must have been bap- 
tized by unofficial brethren. That Puseyism, 
which is now so general, even among dissenters, 
has not a vestige of authority in the practice of 
the first churches. Every man has a right to 
preach the gospel, which is a higher privilege 
than baptizing; and every Christian man has a 
right to baptize believers.” —Page 335. 


“*The additional clause, cleanse away thy 
sins,’ says he, ‘is to be regarded as additional in 
sense, and not as merely explanatory. Baptize 
is the first injunction; Cleanse away thy sins, 
that is, repent, is the second; Become a wor- 
shipper of Jesus Christ, is the third.’ 

“This is a very pure specimen of Puseyism, 
It is incontrovertibly evident that the com- 
mand, ‘ Wash away thy sins, respects what was 
to take place in baptism. If then it was not 


symbolical washing, it must be Puseyite regene- 


ration. It is.equally evident that this washing 
is performed by the rite itself, and not by | the 


Holy Spirit, for the command about it is given 


to Paul, There is a place in the north of Ire- 


land, called the Holestone, named from a satin, 


stone with a hole in it sufficient, with di 
to allow a man to pass through it. Ih ancient 
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times, it is said, that there was a ceremony of 
passing through this hole by which persons 
were born again. Now I think it might be 
expedient to revive this ceremony ; for I cannot 
perceive any respect in which the Holestone 
regeneration is inferior to baptismal regenera- 
tion. 

“This theology is very different from that of 
our Lord and his apostles, It commanded them 
to make men disciples, and then to baptize 
them ; and they said, Repent and be baptized, 
or, Believe and be baptized. "Where does the 
writer learn that cleanse away sins and repent 
are the same? They are always connected, but 
they are perfectly different. Repentance is the 
duty of man; washing away of sins is solely the 
work of the Spirit. Paul had already repented ; 
his sins also were already washed away. In bap- 
tism this was to be exhibited in a symbolical 
washing, Paul had already become a worship- 
per of the Lord Jesus; he had previously called 
on the Lord Jesus. Why is it supposed that 
this was the first time in which he called on 
him? 

* But the author is not contented with mak- 
ing cleanse away sins to be repent. By a second 
process in the manufacture, he converts it into 
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‘let there be in your heart that purity which, 
commencing with repentance, is by regeneration 
perfected in those that trust in the Lord Jesus,’ 
&c. What a bright specimen of theology!”-— 
Pp. 357, 358. 


What we have given amounts to little 
more than a general view of the charac- 
ter of the work, with some specimens of 
the author’s manner. The book itself is 
happily in the hands of many of our 
readers, and to others we earnestly com- 
mend it, especially to all who sustain 
office in Christian churches. It is, we 
believe, the most complete defence of 
the practice of the baptists that has ever 
appeared. Candid inquirers will find in 
it a just representation of our sentiments 
respecting the institution to which it 
refers, and valuable assistance may be 
derived from it by all on whom it may 
devolve to meet the diversified and 
various argumentation of our modern 
opponents. In respect especially to the 
mode of administration, he who is in 
possession of its contents will: find him- 
ie fully armed against assailants of every 
class. 5 
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Western Africa; its Condition, and Christianity 
the Means of its Recovery, By D. J. East. 
London: 12mo. pp. 400. Price 5s. 


_-The author of this work has collected and 
brought into a moderate sized volume much in- 
formation that will be acceptable to the friends 
of Africa in general, and especially to those who 
take an interest in the missionary operations 
recently commenced in that portion of the globe. 
For geographical details he refers the reader to 
the writings of Mr. McQueen; but he furnishes 
a compendious account of the moral, social, and 
religious state of the West African nations, de- 
_ riving his materials principally from the travels 
of Park, Denham, Clapperton, Lander, Bow- 
ditch, and Laing, and the letters of missionaries. 
He illustrates the adaptation of Christianity to 
civilize and improve the condition of its re- 
cipients, adducing proofs of its efficacy in these 
respects in various parts of the world, and main- 
taining justly, that for the maladies that afflict 
Africa it is the only adequate remedy. Mr. 
East is pastor of a baptist church at Arlington 
in Gloucestershire ; but he states that “it has 
been his aim, without sectarian prejudice, to 
write for the whole church, and for Africa. Re- 
cognizing all as brethen who love the Lord Jesus 
Christ in sincerity—feeling that the case of 


Africa demands the energies of all—and assured 
that, in a field so wide, all may employ them- 
selves harmoniously, and without interruption to 
each others’ labours in the work of the Lord— 
he ardently desires to sse every section of the 
church zealously and prayerfully devoted to 
the evangelization of this benighted land.” 


History of the Reformation of the Sixteenth 
Century. By J, H. Meriter D’Ausiene, 
A New Translation, by Henry BEVERIDGE, 
E'sq., Advocate. Volume First. Glasgow : 
royal 12mo. pp. 331. Price 4s. cloth, 


The multiplication of English editions of Dr, 
Merle D’Aubigné’s History is a gratifying sign 
that the work is in demand among our country- 
men, The research by which it was preceded, 
the lively style in which it is written, and espe- 
cially the excellent principles that pervade it, 
render this a topic for congratulation. The 
state of the Christian church demanded just 
such a book; the Head of the church has raised 
up a man to write it; and now, it cannot be too 
widely circulated. We have not opportunity to 
compare this translation with some that have 
preceded it; but, notwithstanding some Scotti- 
cisms, it appears to deserve the preference over 
the one that was previously in our hands. Its 


tise me | 
Rye 


~ 


192 BRIEF NOTICES 


distinctive claims are these: that it is made 
from a revised edition of the original work, pub- 
blished by the author in 1842, and that the 
Latin quotations are translated into English. 
It appears also in a neat form, and at a low 
price, 


A Supplementary Report on the Results of 
a Special Inquiry into the Practice of Inter- 
ment,in Towns; made at the request of Her 
Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for 
the Home Department. By Epwin Cuap-~ 
wick, Lsq., Barrister at Law. Presented to 
both Houses of Parliament, by Command of 
Her Majesty. London: 8yo. pp. 279. 

The vicious principles of the bill brought into 
the House of Commons about two years ago by 
Mr. Mackinnon, must not be allowed to blind 
our eyes to the evil which it proposed to remedy, 
or indispose us for the consideration of more 
equitable projects. We are happy to find that 
Mr. Chadwick agrees with us in condemning that 
measure ; and in his own observations respect- 
ing dissenters and dissenting grounds, we per- 
ceive no unfairness, No candid reader will arise 
from the’ perusal of his report, we think, without 
a conviction that evils do exist in relation to the 
interment of the dead, requiring legislative in- 
terference; but whether the means pointed out 
for their prevention and mitigation are the most 
effective and least objectionable that could be 
adopted, is a question which we have not sufli- 
ciently considered to be prepared to express an 
opinion. Mr. Chadwick advocates the entire 
prohibition fof burial amidst the habitations of 
the living ; the appointment of officers of health 
qualified by medical education and special know- 
ledge; and the establishment of well arranged 
national cemeteries. On these, and kindred 
topics, he has offered suggestions which deserve 
serious attention, while he has brought together 
a mass of information bearing on the general 
subject, offwhich every man who takes an in- 
terest in the health and moral welfare of the 
community should’avail himself. With the great 
practical difficulty in the way of the adoption of 
any statesman-like measure, Mr, Chadwick has 
not attempted to grapple ;—that which will 
arise from the claims of the established clergy. 


Some Remarks on the Sermon of the Rev. Dr. 
Pusey, lately preached and published at Ox- 
ford, in a letter addressed to that Gentleman, 
By Samvuet Luz, D.D., Regius Professor of 
Hebrew in the University of Cambridge, Canon 
of Bristol, Rector of Barley, Herts, D.D, of 
the University of Halle, Honorary Member of 
the Historical Society of Rhode Island, §c. 
London: 8yvo. pp. 107. Price 8s. 


How great have heen the efforts and the | 


sacrifices which the church of England, as by 
law established, has made for uniformity! Acts 
of eee have been passed, public prayers 
and. all religious offices have been appointed, 
rituals have been minutely described, articles of 
religion have been drawn up, and subscriptions 
and oaths required; and to give effect to these 


enactinents, tests have been established, penal- | 
ties exacted, anathemas Po and two 
0) 


thousand of her best and holiest ministers ejected 
from her communion. And yet there is no sect 


or denomination that has had half the differences 


of opinion, or contentions so serious, as that of 
this law-established church. At the present mo- 
ment the universities are split into parties, the 
clergy are denouncing each other, we have 
bishop against bishop, doctor against doctor, 
professor against professor, and while all are 
using the same forms, repeating the same 
prayers, and swearing to the same creeds and 
articles, “a kingdom divided against itself.” 
Here is an attack of the professor of Hebrew at 
Cambridge on the professor of Hebrew at Ox- 
ford, occasioned by Dr. Pusey’s sermon on the 
Eucharist, in which the learned divine who has 
given his name to a new sect is charged with 
maintaining doctrines opposed to the scripture, 
contrary to those of his church, and irreconcil- 
able with the prayer book and homilies. 
Several works.on this celebrated sermon have 
been published, each author taking his own 
particular line of argument, one of which, by 
Dr. Godwin of Oxford, we recently noticed. 
The principal object of Dr. Lee’s “ Remarks” is 
to show, not merely that Dr. Pusey has per- 
yerted the scripture, but that he has misunder- 
stood or misrepresented the sentiments of the 
divines of the English church, so liberally 
quoted in his work, and been equally at fault 
in his many references to the fathers. To those 
to whom it is interesting to ascertain what were 
the opinions of such men as Bishop Andrewes, 
and Bishop Bramhall, and other writers of the 
early reformed church of England, especially on 
the subject of “ The Eucharist,” together with 
those of Cyril, and Ambrose, and Chrysostom, 
and Augustine, &c., on the same point, we re- 
ae the pamphlet of the Cambridge pro- 
essor. 


Spirituality, the Duty and Test of Chvrist’s 
Church, A Sermon preached at All Saints’ 
Church, Hereford, September 24th, 1843. By 
the Rev, JELINGER Symons, W.A., Rector 
of Radnage, Bucks, and Vicar of Monkland, 
Herefordshire. At the Ordination of the 
Candidates of the Diocese of Lichfield, by the 
Lord Bishop of Hereford. London: 8vo. 
pp. 32. Price 1s. 

This sermon, though not professedly an attack 
on the discourse of Dr, Pusey, has ially in 


| view the peculiarities which it maintains. From 


that impressive declaration of our Lord, John iy, 
23, “ The hour cometh, and now is, when the true 
worshippers,” &c., which is the selected text of 
Mr. Symons, he shows, in some pertinent and 
evangelical remarks, that the “priesthood” (we 


wish he had avoided the use of the unscriptural - 


term for Christian ministers) is altogether spirit- 
ual in its character, and “ their form of service, 


spiritually designed.” He strongly deprecates — 
the chums of priestly Sateeae: ane en- 


joins on the idates for ordination “ the cul- 


| ture of the mild, spiritual, and persuasive influ- 


ences of 


the Christian minis 


scriptures to salvation,” he yery 
es his junior brethren Ge the” 


quote an Origen, or a 


4 at} F191, OL 
quote you the authority of Christ 


le of a high Christian philosopher— the 


say, the bible, is the religion of protestants,” ”. 


—p. 8. Ad o . 
when maintaining “ the sufficiency By fhe holy 
moperly ad- 
ar following 
| terms : “ If advocates of repo ieee shall 
Fertullian, 
evangelists, ever feeling the truth ofthe prince 
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A Sketch of the Philosophy of Puseyism, om 
Seven Essays. By Joan GwyTuer HuGues, 
Esq.,of the Middle Temple, Barrister at Law. 
London : 8vo, pp. 46, Price Is, 6d. 

It is “the spirit and scope of the system 
of Puseyism” into which Mr. Hughes inquires, 
withont “a minute examination of the dis- 
tinctive dogmas of the Anglo-Catholic school.” 
The sentiments expressed are perfectly in har- 
mony with evangelical truth, and highly favour- 
able to civil and religious liberty ; and we have 
been not a little gratified by the perspicuity 
and force of the style, and the clear and con- 
vincing manner in which the subject is brought 
before the readers. ‘To all who wish to see the 
the strong features of Puseyism accurately pour- 
trayed, and its mischievous workings and tend- 
encies stated in a condensed and masterly 
manner, we recommend the perusal of this 
pamphlet. 


The Pulpit Cyclopedia; and Christian Minis- 
ter’s Companion. By the Author of “ Sketches 
and Skeletons of Sermons,” “ Christian’s 

~ Daily Portion,” “ Sermons for Family Read- 
ing,’ &c., &e. Wolume JI. London: Houl- 
ston and Stoneman. 8vo, pp. 344. 


Two hundred and forty-eight of these pages 
contain the skeletons of seventy-eight sermons, 
and if we add that they correspond in character 
with the seven volumes of skeletons already 
published by the respected pastor of the general 
baptist church at Paddington, Mr. Burns, and 
that we believe they are from his pen, we shall 
give to a large class of readers a more exact 
estimate of their intrinsic worth than we can in 
any other way. The remainder of the volume 
consists of essays on subjects connected with 
the ministry, by writers of the highest respee- 
tability. ‘To many preachers whose other avo- 
cations deprive them of the time required for 
independent preparation for the pulpit, the work 
will doubtless be acceptable. It is to be com- 
pleted in four volumes. 


The Pictorial Sunday Book. Parts I, § III, 
Folio pp. 40. Price 1s. 6d. 


-The numerous engravings taken from Egyp- 
tian antiquities, and those illustrative of the 
natural history and scenery of Palestine, are 
both pleasing and instructive; and we regret 
greatly that they are interspersed with fancy 
pieces derived from the paintings of eminent 

masters, Our objection to these is not founded 
on mere taste, it has reference to important 
principles. ‘They obscure the meaning of scrip- 
_ ture by communicating false impressions; and 
_ they are one of the many agencies at work con- 
_ ducing to the diffusion of Romanism, A useful 
_ map is prefixed to each of the parts. 


Remember Ireland. A Sacred Melody, written 


» 


and composed with an Accompaniment for | 
the Piano Forte, By Jann BE. Houioway. 


- London: Price Is, 6d. 

__ A pretty and simple air, composed after read- 
ing an appeal in the Irish Chronicle. Some 
_ profits have been realized:from its sale, we are 
told, with which the treasurer of the Baptist 


cae 


. 


“Sciences. 


Society either has been or is to be made | 


193 
RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
Approbed. 
Responsibility ; or, Improve your Privileges. By 


Wituiam Innus, Elder Street Chapel, Edinburgh. 
London: 32mo. pp. 125. Price 1s. 


Why do you not Baptize your Intant Children? 
Edinburgh: 48mo. pp. 59. Price 6d. 


The Union Hymn Book, for Teachers, 
(Sunday School Union) 32:no. 


London : 


Sunday School Rhymes and other Metrical Pieces. 
Bya Teacher. Belfast: 32mo. pp. 128. Price 10d. 


Memoir of the Rey. William Lindsay of Letham, 
Forfarshire. Second Edition, Enlarged. Glasgow : 
Maclehose. 18mo. pp. 98. 


Cyclopzedia of Biblical Literature. By Joun Kirro, 
Editor of “The Pictorial Bible,” &c., &., Assisted 
by various able Scholars and Divines. Part XI. 
Edinburgh: 8vo. Price 2s. 6d. 


The Protestant Dissenters’ Catechism; Contain- 
ing, 1. A Brief History of the Nonconformists. 
2. The Reasons of the Dissent from the National 
Church, By the late Rev. Samuet PAumer. The 
Twenty-third Edition. With a Preface by the Rey. 
Joun Pye Smiru, D.D., F.R.S., &c. London: 12mo. 
pp. 80. Price 6d. 


The Fourth Annual Report of {the British and 
Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, for the Abolition of 
Slavery and the Slave-Trade throughout the world ; 
presented to the General Meeting held ‘in Exeter 
Hall, on Wednesday, June 21st, 1843. The richt 
honourable Lord Viscount Morpeth in the Chair. 
With an Appendix; List of Contributions, &e., &e. 
London: 8vo. pp. 188. Price 1s. 6d. to nonsubseribers. 


The Christian’s Walk with God. 
Mrs. M——. dinburgh: Johnstone. 


Sabbath Musings throughout the Year. By Mrs. 
CotoneL MacKay, Authoress of “The Family at 
Heatherdale.” Hdinburgh: Johnstone. 18mo. pp. 164. 


By the Hon. 
18in0. pp. 77. 


Old Humphrey’s Country Strolls. London: (Tract 
Society) 24mo. pp. 320. Price 2s. 


Sights in Spring. London: (Tract Society) 24mo. 
Price 1s. ? 


The Young Composer; or, Progressive Exercises 
in English Composition. Part I. Comprising sen- 
tence-making, Variety of Expression, and Figurative 
Language, with Appendices on the Use of Capitals 
and Punctuation. By James Cornwewt, Joint 
Author of Allen and Cornwell’s School Grammar, 
sixth edition; and Grammar for Beginners, third 


| edition. London: 12mo. pp. 128. Price 1s. 6d. 


— 


Introductory Book of the Sciences. Adapted for 
the use of Schools and Private Students. In Two 
Parts. Part I.—Physical Sciences. Part II.—Natural 
By James Nicou. Tlustrated by One 
Hundred and Five Bperevings on Wood. Edinburgh: 
12mo pp. 144. Price 1s. 6 

The Eclectic Review. March, 1844. London, 
Ward : 
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INTELLIGENCE, 


EUROPEAN CONTINENT. 


DENMARK, 


Our friend Mr. Rothery, who is in corre- 
spondence with some of our brethren on the 
continent, has transmitted to us for publica- 
tion the following intelligence :-— 

« About two months since the civil authori- 
ties in all parts of Denmark, at the instance 
of the clergy of the state church, re-com- 
menced a series of persecutions of a more 
earnest and determined character than form- 
erly. Not only those who had been recently 
baptized, but those who had assisted at bap- 
tisms, or had been baptized some time since, 
were fined by the magistrates, and in many 
places thrown into prison. Very recently 
one hundred and thirty-six persons of both 
sexes have been summoned before the police 
in Copenhagen, where they were treated with 
as little courtesy as thieves and robbers, and 
placed among such characters. Yes, these 
men, ‘ dressed in a little brief authority,’ have 
played such fantastic tricks before high hea- 
ven as to make the angels weep. The chaste 
and modest sensibilities of the female charac- 
ter were outraged by these creatures of the 
state church, and questions were put to those 
holy women who were obeying the mandate 
of the King of Zion, about the baptisms, of the 
most rude and indelicate nature. ‘‘ But,” says 
Mr. Monster, their devoted pastor, “I had 
the satisfaction of seeing that they were up- 
right and faithful to their Lord, and rejoiced 
to have an opportunity of witnessing the good 
confession: Their sentence is not yet pro- 
nounced, but they will no doubt be fined, 
their property distrained upon, or thrown into 
prison. No doubt these one hundred and 
thirty-six disciples are all incarcerated, as they 
cannot, and will not, pay the fines. Among 
the persons above alluded to, is the daughter 
of Mr. Monster, an interesting girl of seyen- 
teen years of age, who said, that with joy she 
would go to prison for and with her Lord and 
Saviour. Mr. Ménster has been three times 
before the authorities, undergoing an exami- 
nation of many hours each time, and expecting 
to be thrown into prison soon. He embraced 
the opportunity, while the rest of the congre- 
gation were being examined, of taking a tour 
to the ‘northern part of Zealand, to a place 
called Aadshened, fifty miles from Compen- 
hagen, to strengthen a few brethren who in- 
vited him there. Here he examined a few 
candidates for baptism. On this’ tour our 


brother was taken ill, caused by the severe 
winter weather, haying to travel in bad roads 
on the sea-coast, amidst heavy snow and 
intense frost, and was unable to baptize 
those candidates. But as a little church has 
been formed there, and an esteemed brother 
set apart as its pastor, they will be shortly 
immersed. Here Mr. Monster was enabled 
to hold several meetings, in which he preached 
the gospel, some of which were well attended, 
especially by the young. Among other effects 
immediately connected with these, was disturb- 
ing the ungodly sports carried on in a holiday 
called in Denmark ‘fastelewn.’ The police, 
instructed by the clergyman of the place, 
were in pursuit of Mr. Ménster, but the Lord 
delivered him out of their hands. In a letter 
recently received, Mr. Monster says, “ I am 
just returned from my tour, and have intelli- 
gence before me from churches in almost all 
parts of Denmark where we have brethren, 
where the authorities are going on seizing 
their goods and fining them in a dreadful 
manner. They commit a real robbery, and 
after taking away all the property they can 
lay hold of, children are taken from their 
mother’s arms to be sprinkled in the state 
church, the parents charged with the expence, 
and if not paid the goods are distrained. 
““«The enemies may, perhaps, by laying a 
kind of fine on the baptists, in this manner, 
expect to restrain the fruit of our efficiency, 
but they do not gain the object, for even now 
that the persecution has assumed such a 
serious aspect, some who, like Nicodemus, 
visited in secret and from curiosity, have 
been brought to know Jesus, and are desiring 
to be immersed. A little church of nineteen 
persons, which I, through the grace of God, 
formed in December last, has partly been the 
cause of this last renewed persecution. As 
the clergyman of the place (Jishoi), neither 
by good words nor bad, could remove the con- 
victions of the truth of God’s holy word, they 
were summoned before the magistrate, and as 
all these converts had been baptized at 
Copenhagen, we here were made the object 
of the enemies’ attack. But our God is for 
us, who then can be against his arm ? all 


things work together for good to those who 


love him, and we know that the afflictions 


that come upon us are not worthy to be com- _ 
pared with the eternal weight of glory that — 
will be conferred on us by our dear Re- 


deemer.’ 


“There are now six baptist churches in 


Denmark, viz :— 
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Formed. Pastor, Members, 
Copenhagen, 1839 P. C. Monster 288 
Langeland, 1840 R. Forgersen 27 
Aalburgh, 1840 O. Foltwed 49 
West P. : 

Zealand, ¢ 1841 —_N. Neilson 44 
Tishoi, 1843 P. C. Ménster 19 
Hoiby, 1844 P. Rasmsson 15 

Making together, 442 


About an equal number of both sexes. 


oe 


‘There is every prospect that other little 
churches here and there will spring up, even 
during the persecution. Many of the young 
brethren being colporteurs, travel to the 
different provinces, and while on their jour- 
ney, in the way of trade, preach the gospel of 
Christ. Though it will be to many a savour 
of death unto death, yet many receive it as a 
savour of life to the honour of divine grace. 
‘TI am sorry,’ says Mr. Monster, ‘that as 
a church we have not been without troubles 
internally. Some disagreements have taken 
place. But these, through the lively efforts 
and unwearied zeal of our dear brother 
Oncken of Hamburgh, have been nicely 
settled. This beloved brother, in connexion 
with brother Kobner, has been instrumental 
not only in planting the church in Copen- 
hagen, but also in watering it and promoting 
its continuance. 

«Denmark is, by the decrees of earthly 
kings, closed against those dear brethren. 
May the King of kings soon open the doors 
for them and all our foreign brethren, that 
their in-coming and out-going may be with 
peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. There are 
many means of usefulness I am anxious to 
employ, but dare not. I wish to form a 
Sunday school of the children of the mem- 
bers of the church, &c., &c., but our laws 

make this very difficult ; yea, impossible. 

“ ¢ With our greatest endeavour to give God 
his due, and-the king his due, we are looked 
upon as rebels, and fined and punished as 
such, One of our esteemed brethren who 
had also been imprisoned for the sake of the 
gospel, died lately. Many of the brethren 
followed him to the grave. I was filled with 
grief at the departure of this dear brother, and 
rose to speak a few words at the grave, partly 
to the people who had assembled from curi- 
osity to witness the unusual sight of mourners 
following to the burial place without funeral 

- dresses, a custom I had recommended the 
_ brethren to discontinue. I was summoned by 
_ the clergyman for encroaching on his office by 
speaking at the tomb, and the brethren who 
sang a hymn for invading the prerogative 
of the church school. I escaped, however, by 
_ appearing before the magistrate several times, 
and receiving a severe reprimand and warn- 
_ ing not to repeat the offence. What greatly 
limits our efforts, and prevents us making 
that stand we might otherwise do, is the want 


Hietesueseneet 
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| of a proper place of meeting Our meetings 


are so numerously attended, that in conse- 
quence of the crowding, the police are obliged, 
that the peace may not be broken, to mingle 
with many that attend. The people know 
that our meetings are contrary to law, which 
makes them the more anxious to attend. All 
the rooms in my house, which, with the 
kitchen, would hold about 400 persons, are 
filled, so that I cannot keep a single place 
from the crowd. If we had a meeting house 
that would accommodate 2,000 people, I am 
sure it would be filled. But the difficulties to 
secure this are many, and especially because 
our members are mostly poor. Had we a 
good chapel, I believe even in the eyes of the 
government, it would make us more impor- 
tant, and otherwise tend to our further ex- 
tension.’ 

“The above facts are strikingly illustrative 
of the persecuting spirit of state churches, 
and call loudly on the friends of religious 
liberty and the spiritual nature of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom, to seek their destruction 
by every peaceable and scriptural means. We 
have been too quiet on this subject. Let this 
giant evil be exhibited in the light of heavenly 
truth, and brought before the nation and the 
church in itsnaked deformity. The signs of 
the times admonish us. Providence is beck- 
oning us on, and seems to say all things 
are now ready, thrust in the sharp sickle, for 
the harvest of the earth is ripe. We know 
that. state churches cannot live for ever, their 
destruction is predicted, their doom is sealed, 
and by and bye the cry will resound, Halle- 
lujah! for the kingdoms of this world are 
become the kingdoms of our Lord and his 
Christ, and he shall reign for ever.” 


ASSOCIATION, 


LONDON. 


The annual meeting was held at New Park 
Street, on Wednesday, January 17, 1844, 
Public worship commenced at three o’clock in 
the afternoon, when brother Wills read the 
scriptures and prayed, and brother J. Cox 
preached from Gal. vi. 7, “ That which a man 
soweth shall he also reap.” Brother Peacock 
concluded the service. : 

At six o’clock brother Steane took the 
chair, and opened the public meeting by sing- 
ing and prayer. Part of the letters from the 
churches were then read, when prayer was 


-offered by the Rev. Dr. Davies, president of ~ 


Stepney College. The remaining letters hay- 
ing been read, the treasurer stated the finan- 
cial condition of the association, and brother 
Fraser gave a concluding address. About 
530 persons were accommodated with tea in 
chapel, and at the close of the services 
collection was made, amounting to £12. 
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This association includes the following 
churches with their respective pastors :— 


Brompton..,. oe 

Gain barwell ..E. Steane. D.D. 
Chelsea..... re) 

Church Street.. .G@ Cole. 
Clapham......cccsessasese B. Hoe. 


J. H. Hinton, A.M. 


Devonshire Square... 
.R. W. Overbury 


Eagle Street .........0+ 
Eldon Street.... 
Hackney.......sscsseseees F. A. Cox, D.D., LL.D. 
Henrietta Street . a 

Horsley Street . 
Kensington .. 
Keppel Stree 
Lion Street... 5 
Maze Pond.........++-+++ J. Aldis. 


= R. G. Lemaire. 
.F, Wills. 
..S. Davies: 


New Park Street ...,...J. Smith. 
Old Ford......sseeeee0eA. G. Fuller 
POPIALs sancocacess covsrenn J. Upton. 


Prescot Street...........0. Stovel. 

Regent Street... ..W. Fraser. 
Salters’ Hall . S. J. Davis. 
Shacklewell 
Shakspeare’s W: 
Shoreditch 
Somers’ Town 
Spencer Place’..,.....+. J. Peacock. 


Tottenham.........000..+ J. J. Davies. 

Waterloo Road......... 

Wild Strect......ss00ses C. Woollacott 

Statistics. 

Wiulniber Of Chae NGS <<. ocd. .ceccaveccecsenes ext 29 
Baptized during the year....387 
Received by letter............2 
Restored! 6 
Removed by death..........++ 89 
DismIsked wiv e, serccsdacowancns<s 140 
HIROLRGOEES. «90 dens stuves cdeeeees 47 

— 276 

CHORE TMOPEARO ages saite deasiect seesesev avec asses 340 

Number Of MeCMbEeTS.......:eereeseeeerverees 6389 


NEW CHURCH. 
PONTYPOOL, 


On Wednesday, February the 21st, a 
Welsh baptist church was formed in this 
town. The Rev. T. Thomas, of Bassaleg, 
stated the nature of a Christian church. The 
names of 109 persons desirous of uniting in 
Christian fellowship, were then read, and two 
brethren were set apart to the office of deacon. 
The Rev. T. Kenvin, of Pisgah, afterwards 
preached from Isaiah Ixv. 13. May the 
Head over all things to the church preside 
over and bless them, and may they “be 
builded together for an habitation of God 
through the Spirit. 


™ 


ORDINATIONS. 
BISHOP BURTON. 


On the evening of Wednesday, February 
the 21st, Mr. Parkinson, late of North 
oped Soc formerly ~ Wesleyan missionary 
in Jamaica), was publicly recognized as pastor 
of the baptist church, Bishop Burton. Mr, 
Johnston, of Beverley, addressed the church; 
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after which Mr. Harness, of Bridlington, 
delivered an affectionate and faithful address 
to the pastor and two newly elected deacons. 
The service was solemn and deeply interesting. 


SALENDINE NOOK. 


Mr. Thomas Lomas, of Horton College, 
has accepted the unanimous invitation of the 
baptist church meeting at Salendine Nook, to 
become their pastor, and intends commencing 
his stated labours there, on the first_sabbath 
in May. 


SAFFRON WALDEN. 


The Rey. N. Haycroft, A.M., late of 
Stepney College, has accepted the unanimous 
invitation of the church and congregation as- 
sembling at the Upper Meeting, Saffron 
Walden, to become associated in the pastoral 
office with their highly esteemed minister, the 
Rey. J. Wilkinson, who has laboured amongst 
them with success for thirty-five years, but 
whom divine Providence has, for the present, 
unfitted for ministerial duties, by severe 
illness. 


RECENT DEATHS. 
_ MR, B. LEPARD. 


On the 8th of March, after a short ill- 
ness, Mr. Benjamin Lepard was removed 
from his family and the church below, to the 
assembly of the firstborn in heaven. He was 
well known a few years since, especially to 
ministering brethren. in different parts of the 
country, as the kind and sympathizing secre- 
tary of the “ Baptist Fund.” 

At about thirty years of age he joined the 
church in Carter Lane, Southwark, under the 
late Dr. Rippon’s care, with which church 
his family was connected for upwards of a 
century. After axfew years, Mr. Lepard’s 
character and usefulness commended him to 
the choice of his brethren, and he was elected. 
deacon, an office which Mr. William Lepard, 
his uncle, had filled.in the same church nearly 
sixty years, At the death of his beloved wife 
in 1825, Mr. Lepard removed to Birmingham, 


» 


where he became member and deacon of ‘the _ 


church under the care of Mr. Morgan. His 


consistency and uniform kindness won the 


hearts of all, and were greatly encouraging to 
his beloved pastor. peesiczce : 


On the second Lord’s day in this year, he — 


was at public worship, to which from early 
life his attachment had been 
Decay in strength, however, and decline were. 


becoming painfully evident, and within a few 
weeks of that time he took to his nie set a 
much on account of active disease as from the — 


insupportable weakness of age. The mind 


<a 


Ee a: PF 


very strong. — 


3 
F 
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was alike enfeebled, but it was evident to all 
about him that the salvation of the gospel 
was his support. For some days previously 
to his death he was scarcely able to articulate. 
Signs, rather than words, indicated his tran- 
quillity and hope. About half an hour before 
his death, Mr. Morgan visited him, and after 
a few words of comfort, prayed with the 
family, who surrounded the bed of their 
beloved parent. The dying saint united in 
the first petitions of the prayer, but almost 
before its close his happy spirit had begun to 
wing her way to God. 

The late Dr. M‘All’s description of the 
death of Mr. Roby may truly be applied 
to that of Mr. Lepard :—“ And when the 
heaving of his breast was stilled for ever, and 
the happy spirit dismissed from her tabernacle 
of clay, it was-a touch so gentle that the last 
breath was wholly unperceived ; no mortal 
struggle, no agonizing convulsion, marked the 
moment of the soul’s departure; and she was 
already towering on the wing, and far remote 
from all the toils and dangers of mortality, 
before the attendants had discovered even 
the preparations for her flight.” S, G. 


MRS, CLARK, 


On Friday, the 9th of February, died Mrs. 
Margaret Clark, relict of the Rev. Richard 
Clark, who was for more than twenty years 
the faithful and beloved pastor of the baptist 
church at Worstead, Norfolk. She was, in 
early life, trained to a strict observance of the 
forms of the establishment; but by the perusal 
of the scriptures was led to see the unscriptu- 
ral nature of that church, and also that she 
was herself destitute of those views and feel- 
ings which are essential to true Christianity; 
this induced her to attend the ministry of the 
Rey. W. Beard, who was then the pastor 
of the baptist church at Worstead ; and whose 
preaching was instrumental to her conversion, 
and subsequently to her establishment in the 
faith of the gospel. This change in her views 
and connexions brought upon her the opposi- 
tion of her dearest earthly friends, which 
however had no influence in deterring her from 
the most decided attention to the things which 
made for her peace. The love of Christ 
constrained her to make a public profession 
of repentance towards God, and faith in the 
Saviour, by being immersed in his name 
and uniting herself to the church of God, 


which relation she sustained during a period. 
years, through which 


of more than forty-fi 


she was enabled to maintain an unblemished 


character both in the world and in the} 


church. She was of a very humble and retir- 


ing spirit, and cultivated close communion 


and constant fellowship with her heavenly 
Father, the result of which was much per- 


_ sonal piety, and the tenderest affection for the 
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people of God; so that now at the termination 
of a protracted Christian profession, spent in 
one locality and under the observation of the 
same people, those who have been most inti- 
mate with her, bear testimony that they have 
never known in Mrs. Clark anything incon- 
sistent with the meek, holy, and devoted 
child of God; and they glorify God in her. 
During the last€ight years of her life, Mrs. 
Clark was the subject of much bodily suffer- 
ing, arising from a complication of diseases, in 
all of which however she manifested the 
utmost resignation to the divine will. Very 
often her pains were severe, but never was she 
heard to murmur or complain. Her affliction 
entirely prevented her attendance on the 
public means of grace for several years, but 
her state of mind was uniformly that of a firm, 
fixed confidence in God. Having signified a 
strong desire to hear one more sermon, a few 
friends collected in her sick room on the morn- 
ing of the 25th of December, when a regular 
service was conducted, and her minister 
preached from Isa. Ixvi. 13: it was found to 
be a time of refreshing from the presence 
of the Lord, and at its conclusion she appeared 
like Simeon of old to say, “ Lord, now lettest 
thou thy servant depart in peace.” She was 
at times favoured with joyful anticipations 
of the heavenly world, and said she should be 
‘satisfied when she awoke up in the likeness 
of her God and Saviour,” and therefore she 
looked for death as for a kind of messenger to 
conyey her into his blissful presence; and 
immediately after joining in prayer with her 
pastor, closed her eyes and slept in Jesus, 


MR. We TYRRELL, 


March 2nd, died, Mr. William Tyrrell, 
at Rayleigh, Essex, in the seventy-eighth year 
of his age, and forty-fifth as deacon in the 
baptist church at the same place. 


MISS PRATTEN. 


Died of consumption, on sabbath morning, 
March 10th, Sarah, the only daughter of Mr. B. 
Pratten, Stoke’s Croft, Bristol, aged 21 years. 
At the age of fifteen she joined the baptist 
church assembling in Broadmead. Her sub- 
sequent course was marked by unostentatious, 
yet practical piety. She bore a protracted, 
and apparently premature affliction, with 
exemplary meekness, and died in the assured 
hope of everlasting life, through the merits of 
the great Sacrifice. 


MRS. HAZARD. 


“Died, at Chesham, Bucks, February the 
18th, in the seventy-fourth year of her age, 
after an illness of three days, Mrs, Hazard, 
mother of the Rey. J. H. Brooks of Ridg- 


mount. 
23 
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MR, 


Died, March the 15th, aged seventeen years, 
William John Mills, only son of the Rev. 
John Mills, pastor of the baptist church, 
Kidderminster. After a long affliction, de- 
siring to depart to be with Christ, he con- 
fidently committed his spirit to his gracious 
Redeemer, 


Ww. J. MILLS. 


MRS, HOUGHTON. 


Died, on the 16th of March, in the thirty- 
seventh year of her age, Elizabeth, wife of 
Mr. John Houghton, Chelmsford. At the 
age of seventeen she was baptized, and be- 
came a member of the church at Kenning- 
hall. Throughout life her conduct adorned 
her profession; and after enduring with pa- 
tience long continued affliction, she entered 
into rest, saying that she was “ not dying, but 
going home.” 


MISCELLANEA. 
THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN SCHOOL SOCIETY. 


The committee of this institution having 
invited a select number of their friends to 
meet them and confer on questions connected 
with the interests of education, and the pre- 
sent position of the society, about 150 gentle- 
men assembled in the lecture room of the 
normal school in the Borough Road, on 
Thursday, the fifteenth of March. Some had 
shown their zeal by coming for the purpose 
from Yorkshire, Lancashire, Leicestershire, 
Devonshire, and other distant parts of the 
country ; and many others were present who 
reside in and near the metropolis, It was 
understood, however, from the first, that the 
meeting was not to be legislative; its object 
being that the committee should receive from 
their friends encouragement and counsel, and 
become acquainted with their opinions, that 
they might be the better able to determine 
afterwards what practical measures should be 
adopted. The resolutions submitted were ac- 
cordingly drawn up on this principle: after 
discussion had taken place, and difference of 
opinion had been elicited, a resolution was 
proposed expressing some view in which it 
was thought that all would agree. = _ 

The conference was opened by the reading 
of a-paper which had been prepared by. the 
committee, containing an outline of the 
society’s history, and illustrative of its princi- 
ples. Gentlemen from different parts of the 
country then testified the harmony that had 
subsisted among the supporters of the system 
in their respective districts, and the advan- 
tages that had accrued. : 

In the evening, at the second sitting, the 


first question proposed by the committee was 
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submitted :—“ What, in the judgment of this 
meeting, is the tendency, and may probably 
be the result, of extended denominational 
effort in favour of popular education?” <A 
paper was read by the secretary in which it was 
ably shown that denominational action is not 
the kind of agency best adapted to promote 
national education; that it is injurious to the 
interests of civil and religious liberty, en- 
dangers the freedom and obstructs the im- 
provement of education, and is unfavourable 
to the interests of pure and undefiled religion. 
This paper was deemed offensive by some of 
the leading independent ministers present, 
and a discussion ensued, in which they argued 
that it was an attack on the recent proceed- 
ings of the congregational body, while others 
maintained that it was only an illustration of 
important principles. Eventually it was re- 
solved to adjourn the debate to the following 
morning. In the morning it was announced 
that the committee had met in the interim, 
and had determined, with a view to the pre- 
servation of harmony, to withdraw the paper. 
Conversation ensued in which it was stated 
that the withdrawment was not to be regarded 
as an abandonment of the principles of the 
paper, but a concession to the feelings of those 
who supposed it to be an attack upon them 
and their friends. 

The second question, ‘‘ In what way, and to 
what extent, can the society most advantage- 
ously co-operate with those who prefer deno- 
minational action in promoting the great 
cause of scriptural education ?” was disposed 
of in a short time; the committee suggesting 
three or four particulars in which assistance 
could be rendered by the society. 

The third question was, ‘“ What advice is 
the present meeting disposed to give, in rela- 
tion to the acceptance of government aid by 
the friends of education throughout the 
country?” A statement was made from 
which it appeared that the reception of such 
grants was becoming more and more infre- 
quent. The aid rendered is not now, as here- 
tofore, through the parent society, but on the 
direct application of the school for which it is 
destined ; and the reluctance to apply is be- 
coming very general.. The disproportion be- 
tween the amount of the grants to the national 
school and those to the British schools, arises, 
it was stated, solely from the reluctance of the 
conductors of British schools generally to seek 
the aid of the government, and comply with 


the conditions on which it is granted. Some of _ 
the baptists present, and a few others, spoke 


against the reception of government aid in any 
case; but there was a prevailing indisposition 
to decide upon the principle of such grants, 
and ultimately a 
resolution and an amendment which: h 


been proposed being by agreement. with- 
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of practical suggestions were made, chiefly by 
gentlemen from the country, on the fourth 
question :—“ In what way can increased effi- 
ciency best be given to existing British 
schools ? How can these institutions most 
readily be multiplied ? And by what means 
at the least expense, and in connexion with 
benefits to local schools, can a regular, ample, 
and increasing income be secured to the 
Parent Society 2” 

The contributions presented, amounted, we 
understand, to about £5,000. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL SOCIETY FOR THE PROMOTION 
OF GENERAL EDUCATION, ON THE PRINCI- 
PLES OF THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN SCHOOL 
SOCIETY. 


The following circular has been transmitted 
to us, with a request that it may appear on 
our pages :— 


To Sunday School Teachers and Promoters of 
General and Religious Education. 


“Dear Frienps,—The above society has 
been formed for the express purpose of assist- 
ing Sunday school teachers and commiitees 
throughout the country, and of every denomina- 
tion who love our Lord Jesus Christ, to obtain 
general education for their children during the 
week, and to secure them from those encroach- 
ments so frequently made upon their classes. 

“ The constitution of this society is, that its 
affairs be managed by a treasurer. two secre- 
taries, a committee of twelve gentlemen to be 
chosen annually, with the secretaries of the 
Sunday School Union, its four London aux- 
iliaries and branches ; and that all monies 
raised be transferred by the committee through 
its treasurer to the funds of the British and 
Foreign School Society, to be sacredly set 
apart for the purpose of general education in 
connexion with Sunday schools, and that all 
recommendations go through the central 
committee. 

“The necessity of this society has arisen 
partly from the noble and successful resistance 
made to the late factories’ education bill, by 
which the instruction of the children of our 
artisans was wrested from the hands of the 
government; and solemn obligations and re- 
sponsibilities entailed upon Sunday school 
teachers, and the church of Christ at large, 
and partly from the wants of the country. 

“The committee rejoice in the noble 
efforts made by several communities of the 
Christian church in their denominational 
character; yet deeply feel the need there 
is for a society like the one now before you, 


in which every section of the church of Christ | 
may unite; and which will not interfere with | 


: denominational movements. Whilst our con- 
stitution is unsectarian, and our object the 
_ glory of God, and the benefit of the rising 


_ generation, may we not with confidence look | 
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for your hearty co-operation on the follow- 
ing plans. 

“ Bring the matter before your beloved 
pastors, and obtain their services to preach a 
collection sermon on the 14th of April next. 
Make a collection also on that day in your 
own school; call your teachers together, and 
secure their co-operation, and appoint from 
their number a collector of one penny per 
week from the church and congregation to 
which you may belong. Should you have 
good day schools in connexion with you, 
remember how many there are who have not, 
and send portions to them for whom nothing 
is provided. Should your day schools be lan- 
guishing, help us, and we will help you. 
Surely the fact, that the funds entrusted to 
our care are paid over to that institution, 
which is the glory of our land (the British and 
Foreign School Society) is a sufficient guar- 
antee for their right appropriation. 

“ When appeals were made to us for the 
purchase of a missionary ship, donations were 
at once supplied from our Sunday schools; and 
shall we be found wanting now an appeal is 
made for the children of our own beloved land? 
Let your decided response be no, and you 
will not find us backward in attending to all 
applications that shall be made to us for 
advice or pecuniary assistance. Communicate 
with us, and we will furnish you with collect- 
ing cards and every information necessary for 
carrying out the noble objects of this society. 

** From a little cloud, like that of a man’s 
hand, emanated abundance of rain for the 
supply of the thirsty earth ;—from the hum- 
ble efforts of one revered individual (Robert 
Raikes) arose the Sunday school machinery 
which is in operation in every part of the 
globe;--and why, from the humble efforts of 
Sunday school teachers, in connexion with 
their respected pastors, may there not arise a 
society that shall meet not only the wants of 
our own nation in reference to education, but 
ultimately the wants of the world. 

“ Give us your support, your sympathy, 
and your prayers, and the blessing of God 
will rest upon us, Soliciting a reply, 

“ We are, ~ 

“ Yours affectionately, 
“ Henry ALTHANS, Jreasurer. 
Witiiam ARNvM, : 
Tomas Brown, } ecnetatge 
“ Moira Chambers, : 
(No. 3,) 17, Ironmonger Lane, Cheapside. 


“PS, It is desirable that all sums collected 
be remitted to the treasurer, at the Moira 
Chambers, by the 30th of April at the latest, 
which may be done by means of a post office 
order :—and though it may be but a solitary 
sixpence, let it come. All sums received 
above ten shillings will be acknowledged in 
the Quarterly Papers of the, British and 
Foreign School Society, and other educa- 
tional periodicals.” 
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PEACE SOCIETY. 


The following petition has been recently 
presented to the House of Commons :— 


“To the honourable the Commons of Great 
Britain and Ireland, in Parliament assembled, 
the humble petition of the committee of the 
London Peace Society, 

“ Showeth, 

“That your petitioners are fully of opin- 
ion that war, upon whatever pretext it is 
engaged in, is inconsistent with the spirit of 
Christianity, and the true interests of man- 
kind; and that the practice of having recourse 
to arms for the purpose of settling disputes, 
cannot but be displeasing to Almighty God: 
whilst it is fraught with unnumbered evils to 
all parties connected with it, and is altogether 
unavailing for the equitable adjustment of 
such disputes :— 

“That your petitioners do consequently 
regard the existence of large military estab- 
lishments as an evil on all accounts to be 
deprecated by every lover of peace and good 
government ; and as repugnant to the free 
spirit of the British constitution :— 

“ Your petitioners do therefore pray your 
honourable house, that there may be no in- 
crease whatever made fo the existing military 
establishments of the empire; and that your 
honourable house will take into their most 
serious consideration, the propriety of imme- 
diately adopting such measures as may, by 
your honourable house, be deemed most suit- 
able and effective for removing the fearful 
temptation to war, which such establishments 
present :—and, 

. “Your petitioners are the more encouraged 

to urge this upon the attention of your hon- 
ourable house, because, in common with their 
fellow-subjects at large, they have received 
with unfeigned satisfaction, the confident 
announcement made from the throne at the 
opening of the present session of parliament, 
that ‘the general peace, so necessary for the 
happiness and prosperity of all nations,’ is 
expected to ‘ continue uninterrupted.’ 

“ And your petitioners will ever pray, &c.” 


VERNON CHAPEL, PENTONVILLE. 


On Tuesday, March the 12th, 1844, the 
large and commodious school room under 
this chapel was opened for divine worship for 
the church and congregation under the pastoral 
care of the Rev, Owen Clarke, removing from 
Elim Chapel, Fetter Lane, until Vernon Chapel 
is completed, when the Rev. Mr. Davis of 
Keppel Street read the scriptures and offered 
prayer; after which the Rev. F. A, Cox, D.D., 
of Hackney, delivered a most appropriate and 
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admirable discourse to a congregation of near 
400 persons, Prior to this service about 250 
friends took tea together in the school room. 
Dr. Cox presided on the occasion, supported 
by several esteemed brethren in the ministry. 

Lord’s day, March the 17th, two sermons 
were preached on behalf of the building fund, 
in the morning by the pastor, and in the 
evening by the Rey. H, Dobson of Orange 
Street. On both occasions the attendance 
was of the most encouraging description, and 
fully sustained the hopes indulged by the 
friends of this truly interesting effort to en- 
large the cause of the Redeemer, that by his 
blessing their labours will be crowned with 
much success. Vernon Chapel is advancing 
towards completion. The opening services 
are likely to take place in May next. 


RESIGNATION. 


The Rev. C. Green of Bacton, Norfolk, 
having come to the resolution of resigning his 
pastoral charge at the above place, is open to 
an invitation from any destitute church. 


MARRIAGES. 


At the baptist chapel, Stratton, Wilts, by the Rev. 
R. Breeze, March the 5th, the Rey. H. Witutams, 
Painswick, to ANN, eldest daughter of Mr. John 
Rrynoups of Marsh Farm. 


~ 


At the baptist chapel, Paulton, by the Rev. Joseph 
Fox, March 5th, Mr. Toomas Lipprarr of that place, 
to Mary, second daughter of the late Mr. Joseph 
Jounson, silk merchant, of Wells. 


— 


At Zion Chapel, Worstead, Norfolk, by the Rev. 
C. T. Keen, March the 6th, Mr. Joun Wepster to 
Miss Marta PALMER. 


—— 


At the Registrar's Office, Bradford, March the 
13th, 1844, the Rev. Jacop Davies, Missionary to 


Ceylon, to Exrza, second daughter of Mr. George - 


How Green. The religious services connected with 
the marriage were ee at Horton College by 
the Rey. J. Acworth, M.A., and the Rey. H. Dowson. 


At the baptist chapel, Mill Bay, Folkstone, by the 
Rey. D. Parkins, February the Ist, Mr. W1LLIAM 
Bort, to Miss ANN GiuBERT, both of Folkstone. 


. sd 


Rey. D. Parkin HOMAS 


At the baptist chapel, Mill‘Bay, Folkstone, by the 
8, March the 22nd, Mr. t 


Warient, to Miss Loutsa Jongs, both of Folkstone. 


; 
= 
; 
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CORRESPONDENCE, 


THE DESIGN OF AFFLICTION, 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Str,—I have no wish to forestall any of 
your “talented correspondents” in a reply to 
the query of M. in your last number; but in 
the absence of better, perhaps the following 
observations may supply the querist with the 
information he seeks. 

_ The question proposed is, Whether it be 
right or wrong for a Christian in affliction 
of whatever kind, to examine his character 
and conduct with a view to discovering what 
connexion there may be between past sin and 
present sorrow. And is this, indeed, “a sub- 
ject of dispute?” In my simplicity I have 
always been led to believe self-examination to 
be the duty of every Christian under all 
circumstances; and to what end is it to be 
exercised if not to the searching out and cor- 
rection of evil? So far from that ceasing to 
be a duty in adversity, sickness, or bereave- 
ment, which is binding in times of pros- 
perity, health, and comfort, the Christian 
will surely, with humility and earnestness, 
make use of the dispensations of providence 
as aids to reflection; and “in the day of ad- 
versity, consider.” : 

So very evident does this seem, that I can- 
not help suspecting another meaning than 
appears on the surface of our friend s inquiry, 
Perhaps he would ask, Ist. Should not afflic- 
tions excite a suspicion in the minds of those 
exercised by them that some secret sin has 
been previously indulged? or 2nd, Are not 
“special trying visitations” a decided proof 
of God’s displeasure ? and 3rd, Are not fel- 
low Christians justified in taking up a re- 
proach against one whom the Lord so palpa- 
bly condemns? Will you, sir, allow space 
for a few remarks on each of these supposed 
questions ? 

Ist. By all means let the tried and tempted 
Christian suspect himself. Let him ask, “Why 
hast thou dealt with me thus ? Is there not a 
cause ?”’ He believes that his heavenly Father 
does not grieve him willingly ; that he never 
‘afflicts his children without an adequate de- 
sign ; and that one of these designs is the 
punishment of sin. If, then, he have suffered 
in his circumstances, let him ask himself, with 
deep earnestness, whether he had not been 
cherishing a love of the world: if in his 
health, whether he had sufficiently conse- 
crated it to the glory of God : if in his family, 


whether he had been in danger of loving 
father or mother, son or daughter, more than 
the Saviour ? Searching inquiries such as 


these, prompted by jealous suspicion, are 
never out of place ; certainly not when that 
suspicion is induced by the appearance of a 
withdrawment of the divine favour. “ Happy 
is the man that feareth always ;” and let his 
fear produce corresponding fruits, and he will 
probably have reason to say, 


“Kind, gentle, is the hand that smites, 
However keen the smart ; 
If sorrow’s discipline can chase 
One eyil from the heart.” 


2nd. No: afflictions are not decided proofs 
of God’s displeasure ; they are sometimes 
decided indications of his approbation and 
complacency. I have just observed that one 
design of affliction is the punishment of sin; 
but there are other designs, In other words, 
afflictions are sometimes laid upon the be- 
liever in which punishment has no part. I 
have no wish to contravene the plain language 
of the apostle Paul, to which your corre- 
spondent refers; nor can I conceive how it 
can be considered as ‘‘ merely figurative,” 
except as the terms ‘‘ rebuking,” ‘ chasten- 
ing,” “ correcting,” “scourging,’ must be un- 
derstood as applying to temporal sufferings of 
one kind or another; but I do not think that 
by these terms the idea of punishment only is 
conveyed. On the contrary, another reason is 
given in connexion with the words quoted. It 
is “that we might be partakers of his holi- 
ness,” Allow me also to direct your corre- 
spondent’s attention to 2 Cor. iv. 17, and 
I think he may safely conclude that afflic- 
tions are sometimes made instrumental in 
increasing the holiness of their subject here, 
and of adding to his “ weight of glory” here- 
after, altogether unconnected with the idea of 
punishment for any particular sin, May I be 
allowed an illustration. The vaccination of a 
child is attended with pain, but a wise father 
does not shrink from its infliction—not as a 
punishment, but as a means of future purifi- 
cation and safety. ‘And lest I should be,” 
said Paul,—not, because I was,—‘ Lest I 
should be exalted above measure, there was 
given to me a thorn in the flesh.” And so it 
is sometimes with the Christian now. 

8rd. “ Ye have heard of the patience of 
Job,” said the apostle ; and, let it be added, 
Ye have heard of the friends of Job; and “ ye 
have seen the end of the Lord.” ; 

I feel disposed to subjoin a query which 
ought, I think, to take its place side by side 
with that of M. ae 
Is it not the duty of every Christian who 
has never, or very rarely, “ been visited with 


- 
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special trying visitations in his person or 
his family,” to institute a solemn inquiry as 
to the reason for this omission—taking for 
the groundwork of his examination, Heb. 
xii. 8 P 
Yours respectfully, 
SIGMA. 


Dear Sir,—The question proposed last 
month on the subject of affliction, viz., whether 
in the discipline of his people, God ever means 
to punish them for their sins, is one of consi- 
derable importance. Observations, from any 
quarter, that may contribute the smallest ad- 
ditional distinctness to such a subject, can 
hardly be unacceptable to many readers, for 
the difficulty implied in the mere proposal of 
the question, is pretty widely experienced. 

It will probably not be doubted—to advert 
to first principles—that all affliction, that is, 
all suffering, has its origin in sin. It cannot 
possibly have any other source, God never 
could, from pure choice, have summoned it 
into existence ; although, as an equitable 
Ruler, he could decide that it should uni- 
formly come in the train of transgression. 

Sin being universal, its consequences are 
also universal. It is the doom of our whole 
race to suffer, There is no tribe, or class, or 
individual who can claim exemption. The 
righteous and the wicked are blended in the 
same shipwreck, and when one casts the eye 
over mankind, no distinction is apparent in 
the manner in which they are dealt with. 

This suffering, under the dispensation of 
mercy, within the bounds of which the whole 
world lives, is made to subserve good results. 
It is not a simple evil or an absolute punish- 
ment; it is offered as the means of moral 
improvement to every man. It comes to 
those who live in contempt of God as a wit- 
ness against sin, and asa proof that happiness 
must be sought for in compliance with the 
divine requirements. The more the subject is 
investigated, even by natural reason, the more 
it becomes evident that departure from God 
is attended with sorrow, and that true happi- 
ness is enjoyed in exact proportion as his 
character is conformed to. 

Thus far all men are on a level. They 
suffer from the same causes, and are free to 
avail themselves of the same advantages. 
But over all others the Christian enjoys supe- 
riority in the important circumstance that 
the good issue of his sufferings is secured to 
him by divine engagements. Before the 
mind of the unconverted man all these ap- 
peals may be laid in vain ; by him all these 
sufferings may be endured fruitlessly. But to 
the child of God there is promised grace 
which shall enable him to trace the bearings 
of providential events upon his own soul, and 
serene him to lay hold of the blessing to 
which they are designed to lead. This of 
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course is effected for him through the medium 
of his own vigilance and faith, and only in 
proportion as these are in exercise can the 
fruits of this harvest be gathered in ; yet the 
general promise is ‘‘ a// things work together 
for good to them that love God, to them that 
are the called according to his purpose ” 

It is here that to some minds the difficulty 
occurs how God can afflict his people on 
account of sins which he has already par- 
doned, and evince displeasure with those 
whom he regards with infinite love. But a 
distinct conception of the relationship which 
a believer sustains to God removes all diffi- 
culty from this point. It isas a Judge that 
God acquits us of sin, and treats us as if. we 
were innocent; but as a Father he is not 
blind to our transgressions, or restrained from 
visiting us with chastisement. He no longer 
views us as criminals set apart to bear the 
the punishment of their unrighteousness ; but 
he certainly regards us as children who need 
correction for offences against his love, and 
whose characters cannot be improved except 
by such means, 

Such discipline perfectly accords with the 
Christian’s natural expectations, No general 
assurance of divine love ; no contemplation 
of divine tenderness can wash away from his 
conscience the conviction that he has sinned, 
and that God, by the necessity of his own 
purity, must express displeasure with those 
sins. His instinctive cry under the first 
stroke of affliction is, ‘* Show wherefore thou 
contendest with me.” < 

It is to be reckoned as one of the privi- 
leges peculiar to the believer, that those 
chastisements are directed by an omniscient 
Guardian to the actual evils under which he 
labours. A very short, if an honest, examina- 
tion, in most cases, suffices to reveal to him a 
significant adaptation to his soul of the time, 
the circumstances, the nature, and the se- 
verity of his trials. The High Priest could 
hardly fail to perceive in the misconduct of 
his sons an intimation of God’s displeasure 
with his indolence as a parent, and his neg- 
lect as a minister of religion. The words of 
Shimei, which stirred up the resentment of — 
Dayid’s followers, served only to bring to the 
recollection of the afflicted king, the crimes 
by which his later life had been stained. 
And the “ messenger of Satan which” pur- 
sued Paul for so long a period, had such a 
direct bearing on certain tendencies of his 
naturally ambitious mind, that, although his 


Lord had alluded to it only in the most 


general terms, he stood in no doubt as to its 
object, saying without any reserve or hesita- 
tion that it was, lest he should be “ exalted 
above measure.” x St 
This direct reference to a particular sin, — 
although in all cases to be sought for, may 
not always become discernible. But this is — 
not necessarily a disadvantage. Such am- — 
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biguity is probably intended to lead to a more 
comprehensive investigation of all possible 
causes. Just, indeed, as in the bodily frame 
a local evil is often to be removed only by in- 
fusing vigour into the general system, so a par- 
ticular deficiency or inconsistency in the con- 
duct is frequently to be remedied by no other 
means than an elevation of the habitual spi- 
Tituality of the soul. Afflictions may there- 
fore be expected in many cases to have only this 
general design. But never let the child of 
God fear to look upon them as, for the most 
part, involving some degree of displeasure—a 
displeasure which is perfectly consistent with 
the exercise of love, and which is in fact a 
positive manifestation of love. Is it no con- 
solation to be assured that we shall not be 
permitted to continue at ease in iniquity ? 
that we shall not be suffered to sink under 
the fatal drowsiness of the world? Would it 
it not destroy all genuine comfort in a renewed 
soul to be required to regard God as a being 
of unmixed leniency, instead of one who 
united with that quality the attributes of holi- 
ness and fidelity, and was at all times pre- 
pared, if needful, to reveal his love in the 
form of disapproval, and to exhibit his ten- 
derness in acts of paternal chastisement ? 

« The writer, on these grounds, cannot but 
reply, and that thankfully, in the negative, to 
the inquiry of last month, ‘* Whether it be 
altogether wrong to suppose that our heavenly 
Father ever corrects his childen while in this 
world for any particular declension, indul- 
gence, or sin into which they may fall.” 

Liverpool. Cc. M. B. 


WRITINGS OF EARLY ENGLISH BAPTISTS. 


Srir,—Allow me to suggest as worthy of 
consideration, whether circumstances and the 
aspect of the times, do not render it important, 
if not necessary, that the writings of the 
early founders of the ‘‘ baptized congrega- 
tions” should be made more accessible to the 
members of our churches. For the most 
part they are scarce, and to be found only in 
large libraries or in private collections, and 
therefore, comparatively closed to the general 
reader. As the writings of men who held 
their principles often at the cost of life, they 
are deeply interesting,—as containing the ele- 
ments, and frequently the full development, 
of those principles of religious and civil 
liberty which have ever characterized our body, 
—they are of great value. And these are 
times when the example and living energy of 
our forefathers may aid us in a somewhat 
similar conflict, 

The republication of these works would 
prove that the baptist body were by no means 
deficient in able and learned expounders of 
their sentiments, and that a fair proportion of 
their number were men eminent for their 

attainments both in classical and divine 
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knowledge; and that while they main- 
tained with the famous Samuel How, ‘‘ The 
Sufficiency of the Spirit’s Teaching without 
Humane Learning,” they yet esteemed human 
learning in its appropriate sphere, and were 
not destitute of it. The great struggle in 
which they were engaged is yet to be 
brought to a triumphant close, and their 
weapons must be ours. 

The historical value of these works is also 
great. They treat on subjects, which at 
the time stirred to its inmost depths the 
popular mind, influencing to a very great 
degree the development of public events. 
The great conflict of the seventeenth cen- 
tury was very much a religious one, The 
various combatants fought for the establish- 
ment of divine as well as civil right, and a 
distorted view will be taken of the one unless 
corrected by a knowledge of the other. As 
theological works they are characterized by 
fervour of spirit, deep study of the word of 
God, great facility of application of divine 
truths to passing events, a holy attachment to 
the truth as itis in Jesus, clear and pungent 
exhibitions of the way of life. Some of them 
are now regarded by the universal church as 
its dearest~possessions next to the word of 
God. 

There is also wanting for our congrega- 
tional and family libraries works of this kind, 
As a body it is to be feared we are ex- 
tremely ignorant of the rise, struggles, and 
growth of those principles which we hold, 
and of the great and good men who lost all 
in the maintenance of them. Our young 
people need information on these points. 
With the exception of a few popular works 


frequently reprinted, they are entirely unac- 


quainted with them. 

Such a republication is also necessary in 
our own defence. We may not look for a just 
representation of our sentiments by other 
bodies. Past experience forbids the hope. 
And now that the Parker and Wycliffe soci- 
eties are reprinting the works of those who 
were the bitterest oppressors and calumniators 
of the first confessors of our faith in this 
land, it would ill become us to be so faithless 
to the character and piety of our forefathers 
as not to provide their own reply to the 
charges of their enemies, strengthened by the 
support which modern researches into the his- 
tory of those times supply. 

The success of the societies just referred to, 
and the desirableness of the object, seems to 
afford ample encouragement that sufficient 
subscribers would be found, and that thus 
works may be perpetuated which are daily 
becoming more precious and costly by their 
scarcity. It is unnecessary to discuss at 
present the extent to which such republication 
should proceed, or the form in which the 
works should appear. I wish only to bring 
the subject before your readers generally, and 


204 EDITORIAL 
so lead to its consideration. A better oppor- 
tunity for this could not perhaps be found 
than at the approaching meetings of our 
ministers and brethren in London. ‘To them, 
therefore, I commend the subject, and beg to 
subscribe myself, 
Yours most truly, 
Epwarp B, UNDERHILL, 


Avening House, near Nailsworth, 
March 15, 1844. 


PARENTAL INTERFERENCE WITH BAPTISM, 


Srr,—A young man of sixteen years of 
age is converted under my ministry; he ap- 
plies to me for baptism; I feel satisfied with 
his character, and agree to administer to him 
that ordinance. His father, a pious man, but 
a pedobaptist, objects to his son being im- 
mersed on a profession of faith, and requires 
him to abstain from carrying out his intention. 
I beg leave to ask on this case :—1. Should I 
advise the youth to postpone his baptism ? 
2. May I consider that the father acts, as a 
Christian, improperly in preventing his son 
following out his convictions ; or would his 
consistency be impugned by permitting his 
child to observe what he regards as un- 
scriptural ? 

Yours much obliged, 
A Junior Pastor. 

March 10, 1844. 


EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


A “village pastor ” complains that within 
the last two years he has received twenty-nine 
circulars, chiefly chapel cases, which have cost 
him four-pence each. His residence is four 
miles from a post office, and the custom is in 
such cases to charge for every letter one penny 
per mile. He mentions the case of another 
village pastor, whose salary is under £30 per 
annum, and who has to pay for every letter 
sixpence. This deserves the attention of all 
who issue circulars, especially when the object 
is not the advantage of the recipients but of 
the senders. In such cases, justice demands 
that in letters sent to places at a distance from 
post towns, as many penny stamps should be 
inclosed as will compensate the receiver for 
the compulsory payment to which he is sub- 
jected. Unless care be taken, the strenuous 
supporters of the voluntary system may un- 
ee! impose a tax for religious pur- 
poses on that very portion of the community 
which is the least able to bear it. 


Our friend Mr. Cramp expects to embark 
for Canada, with his family, in five or six days. 


A ee is to be held at mee, 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Pond, on the evening of Tuesday next, when 
his predecessor i in the college at Montreal, Dr. 
Davies, will deliver an address. The volume 
which Mr. Cramp had announced entitled 
* Lectures for These Times” is ready for 
delivery, and we hope to take an early oppor- 
tunity of directing attention to it more fully in 
our reyiew department, 


Referring our readers to the wrapper for a 
general list of the approaching annual meet- 
ings, and to the Missionary Herald, the Irish 
Chronicle, and the Quarterly Register of the 
Baptist Home Mission for the details relating 
to their respective societies, we subjoin a few 
words respecting other public bodies and their 
arrangements. 

The secretaries of the Baptist Union inform 
us that the thirty-second annual session will 
be held at the Mission House, Moorgate 
Street, and will be opened on Thursday, 
April the 18th, 1844, at ten o’clock. The 
Rey. Robert Roff of Cambridge, in the chair. 
The session will be further held at the same 
place, by adjournment, on Monday, April 
the 23rd, at ten o’clock. The public meeting 
of the Union will be held at Devonshire 
Square Chapel, on Thursday April the 25th, 
at halfpast six o’clock, The Union is ex- 
pected to adjourn for refreshments, and to 
resume business in the afternoon. 

The ministers educated at Stepney College 
are invited to breakfast together at the Guild- 
hall Coffee House, King Street, Cheapside, on 
Tuesday morning, April the 28rd, at half- 
past eight o’clock precisely; the attendance 
of all being specially desired. The ministers 
educated at Bradford are also to breakfast 
together in the same house, and at the same 
time. 


The day fixed for the proposed Anti-State- 
Church Conference, in which many of our 
readers donbtless take a lively interest, is the 
thirtieth of April, It is expected that it will 
hold morning and evening sittings, during 
three successive days. Papers on several 


questions are to be read to the conference, we ~ 


are informed, and_will be the basis of its 
deliberations : these, Doctors Cox of Hackney, 
Young of Perth, and Wardlaw of Glasgow, 
and Messrs. Mursell, Boothby, and Edward 
Miall, have engaged to prepare. It will be 


“open however to every representative to bring 


forward any relevant motion ‘on giving a- ; 
prescribed notice. The place for meeting 
: ae Crown and Anchor' Tavern in the 
tran 


Mr. J. Birch sects us to announce, 
as ready for publication, a work which he has 
ire ae 2 He the German, Opinions of ‘roferick 4 

eligious Life and of F 
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The view of Clarkson Town, one of the new villages that have been established 
in different parts of Jamaica since the abolition of slavery, will be regarded with 
additional interest, if the account of its opening be perused, which Mr. Phillippo 
has given in his volume entitled ‘‘ Jamaica, in its past and present State,” as 
illustrative of the progress of social improvement throughout the country. 


This township is beautifully situated in the 
centre of a long valley or glade, formed by 
two ranges of mountains, rearing their sum- 
mits to the clouds, and nearly meeting at 
their base. Beheld from a mountain pass 
immediately in the rear of the settlement, 
two or three sugar estates are visible in the 
distance ; and beyond them, by an accommo- 
dation of the foreground to avoid obstruction 
from the trees which are in process of being 
cleared away, are seen the towns of Kingston 
and Port Royal; whilst, as an additional 
element of interest and beauty in the picture, 
the ports disclose their shipping, and the har- 
bour the small craft, that are perpetually 
skimming to and fro over its surface, with 
now and then a merchantman or man-of-war 
homeward or outward bound. 

The settlement is already of considerable 
extent, and is gradually increasing. The 
cottages are of comfortable size, containing 
about three rooms each, and are very sub- 
stantially built. The township contains at 
present but three principal streets, one of 
which, by an angle in its centre, is divided 
into two, named Victoria and Albert. Along 
these, leaving a piece of garden-ground in front, 
the cottages are ranged on either side, at equal 
distances, The interesting ceremony of open- 
ing the township took place on the 12th of 
May, 1842. A considerable number of people 
were attracted by the occasion; and, as its 
principal objects were to secure an oppor- 
tunity of preaching the gospel and administer- 
ing advice, accommodation for a large auditory 
had been provided beneath a cluster of old 
forest trees, on the mountain-side, and in a 
situation which commanded a view of the 
whole settlement. It was a most romantic 
spot—the mountains forming an amphitheatre, 
covered with trees and shrubs of varied.foliage 
and beauty, arresting the clouds as they 
floated along the sky, 


_ “With thicket overgrown, grotesque and wild, 
Access denied, and overhead up grew 
Insuperable heights of loftiest shade, 

Cedar and branching palm,” 


whilst their sides, and the extended and 
lovely valley below, presented in beautiful 


contrast a garden reclaimed from the wide 
waste around by the arts of peaceful industry. 
In consequence of the reverberation of sound 
along the narrow defile which the township 
occupies, a shout of the voice was all that 
was necessary to attract the company to the 
place of meeting. Accordingly at the ap- 
pointed hour, the words, ‘‘ Come to prayers,” 
being vociferated two or three times by one of 
the most robust and active of the villagers, 
who ascended the summit of a detached hill 
for the purpose, every individual in the settle- 
ment was seen wending his way to this rural 
sanctuary ; the aged and infirm supporting 
themselves on a staff, and others more vigor- 
ous climbing the steep ascent with quick and 
eager step: all, at the same time, with coun- 
tenances that betokened the pleasure which 
such a summons had created. 

The pulpit was a rude table, covered with 
a white cloth, and situated clese to the huge 
trunk of one of the group of trees already 
mentioned. The hearers were seated almost 
in semicircles on planks affixed to uprights 
placed in the ground beneath the shade of 
the wide-spreading branches, altogether pre- 
senting a most novel and interesting spectacle. 

The writer commenced the services, and 
delivered an address containing, as is usual 
on such occasions, advice on the subject of 
personal and relative duties, urging on all 

resent the advantages of a conscientious and 
aithful discharge of them, both as evidences 
of their piety towards God, and as necessary 
causes of their temporal prosperity and hap- 
piness. The Rev. Thomas Dowson preached 
an energetic and appropriate discourse, re- 
lating, in an especial manner, to the spiritual 
interests of the hearers. The service was then 
closed by prayer and praise. 

These preliminary engagements being ended, 
the writer proceeded to the ceremony of naming 
the town, and accordingly pro its being 
ealled “Clarkson Town,” in honour of the 
celebrated philanthropist of that name, to 


| whose long and untiring efforts on behalf of — 


the African race the great boon of emancipa- 


tion was mainly to be attributed, detailing 3 


some of the difficulties this venerable man 


had to encounter, and the sacrifices he was 


ee ee, ee ee ee 


ee des 
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called to make, in the prosecution of his 
arduous work, deducing from the whole his 
pre-eminent claim to their most grateful re- 
membrance. This address was received with 
cordial responses, and the designation, “ Clark- 
son Town,” by men, women, and children 
united, resounded throughout the valley. 
‘* The venerable Clarkson, and his associates 
in the great work of securing liberty to the 
slave! May they live to hear of still greater 
triumphs of their philanthropy! May they 
persevere in their benevolent efforts until 
slavery and the slave-trade shall perish in 
every land ; and may they be at last crowned 
with immortal honour and happiness in 
heaven!” was repeated by the crowd with 
the greatest enthusiasm, and followed by 
loud and long-continued cheering. 

A statement of the circumstances which led 
to the establishment of the township, together 
with the leading incidents which had hitherto 
marked its history, was then read; an ex- 
tract from which, designed especially to show 
the advantages of its locality, is here subjoined. 

“Although the settlement is at present 
small and insignificant, it is probable it may 
soon become of considerable magnitude and 
importance, as a plan is conceived of cutting 
a canal from a little above Kingston harbour 
to the foot of the mountains near which the 
town is located—a design which, if executed, 
will be of almost inconceivable advantage to 
the estates in the neighbourhood, bring a 
vast tract of land into cultivation now aban- 
doned in morass, afford facilities for the con- 
veyance of produce from the adjoining parishes, 
and thereby increase cultivation in them to 
an extent hitherto unprecedented. 

“May this infant township rise under 
the blessing of Almighty God, and may its 
inhabitants, to the most distant posterity, 
united in bonds of Christian love and fellow- 
ship, be as one family, with one feeling to 
‘prompt, and one principle to govern |” 

This part of the ceremony concluded, the 
writer proceeded to name the streets of the 
town, and arriving at the most convenient 
part of the principal street, he prefaced the 
designation by a short address, congratulating 
the peasantry on their loyalty to their sove- 
reign in desiring the association of her ma- 
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jesty’s name and that of her royal consort (a 
general case in all the new townships) with 
their social prosperity and happiness. And 
on his saying aloud, “I name this street 
‘ Victoria,’ in honour of our beloved sove- 
reign, by whose gracious will and pleasure 
the great boon of freedom was bestowed upon 
you and your children,” all united in loud 
and successive cheers, followed by singing in 
chorus two or three verses of the national 
anthem. The cireumstances attending the 
naming of the street in honour of Prince 
Albert were similar, as were also those which 
accompanied the naming of the remainder, 
among which was “Gurney Street,” in re- 
membrance of Joseph J. Gurney, Esq., who, 
as described in his ‘“ Winter in the West 
Indies in 1841,” visited the settlement, and 
was delighted both with its appearance, and 
the manners, intelligence, and hospitality of 
the people. 

At the conclusion of the business of the day 
the two ministers who conducted the cere- 
monies, together with the friends who ac- 
companied them, retired loaded with caresses 
and followed by benedictions, until the in- 
teresting spot had vanished from their sight. 
The writer could not help speculating, as he 
paced the winding solitary ascent to his 
home, on the emotions of which the vener- 
able Clarkson and ;his noble coadjutors in 
the cause of African liberty would have been 
the subjects had they but witnessed the scene 
—had they beheld the activity and light- 
heartedness manifested both by young and 
old, from the earliest dawn of day. Had 
they heard their mutual salutations—their 
hearty cheers and enthusiastic benedictions 
on the instruments of their deliverance from 
temporal and spiritual bondage! Had they 
but seen the evidences of their industry and 
providence—of their contentment and happi- 
ness—these noble-minded men and women 
would have required no other recompense, 
they could have desired no higher honour. 
Nor will their names or their deeds ever be 
forgotten—they will descend to succeeding 
generations embalmed in the grateful recol- 
lection of the whole posterity of Ham, when 
the memorials of the tyrants that oppressed 
them shall have perished, 


We have been expecting for some time to receive and lay before our readers a 
compendious account of the present state of the baptist churches in Jamaica. In 
the interim, pleasure may be derived from the indications of success in the work 
of Christ in different parts of the island furnished in the following extracts from 
recent numbers of “The Baptist Herald,” published at Falmouth. 


A new baptist church was formed at Hast- 
ings on Tuesday, the 26th December, 1843 
The services of the day were commenced by 


Mr, W. Dendy, of Salter’s Hill, who read a 


suitable portion of scripture and implored the 
divine presence and help. Mr. T. B, Pick- 
ton, the minister of the place, then briefly 


stated the nature of the business of psn ; 
720); 2% 
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Mr. W. Knibb, of Falmouth, stated the con- 
stitution of a New Testament church, taking 
the first clause of the 10th verse of xliii. of 
Isaiah, as the foundation of his discourse. 
Mr. J. E. Henderson preached from Psalm 
exvill. 25. Six deacons were then chosen, 
unto whom Mr. W. Dendy addressed appro- 
friate counsel, after showing from the word 
of God the qualifications for, and the duties 
of the deacon’s office. 

Hymns were then given out by Mrs. J. E. 
and-G. Henderson, W. Dendy, and T. B. 
Pickton ; and the interesting services were 
concluded with prayer by Mr. Claydon, of 
Salter’s Hill. The members of the new 
church were 183 in number, and were all 
dismissed on the previous Sabbath from the 
church at Bethtephil. 


On sabbath morning, December 24, 1843, 
the ordinance of baptism was administered to 
thirty-seven persons, in the sea, at Passage 
Fort, near Spanish Town, in the parish of 
St. Catherine, by the Rev. Thomas Dowson. 
This solemn ordinance was administered in 
the presence of a very large number of spec- 
tators, who all behaved with the greatest 
possible order, during the administration of 
the same, 


On Monday morning, January Ist, 1844, 
106 more individuals were immersed, on a 
profession of repentance and faith, in the 
baptistry in the baptist chapel at Spanish 
Town. The chapel was also crowded with 
spectators on this occasion. 


On Monday, December 25th, thirty-seven 
persons, who had previously professed re- 
pentance towards God, and faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, were baptized at the River 
Head, near Stewart Town, by B. B. Dexter. 
They afterwards repaired to the chapel at the 
latter place, and, having received the right 
hand of fellowship from the pastor, on behalf 
of the church, partook with their fellow mem- 
bers of the ordinance of the Lord’s supper. 
As an encouragement to those engaged in 
imparting instruction to the rising race, it 
may be added that twenty-two of the above 
number are young persons at present con- 
nected with the Stewart Town sabbath school. 


— 


__ On Saturday, December 31st, 1843, most 
interesting services were held at Green Island, 
connected with the administration of the 
Christian rite of baptism. At six o’clock 
A. M., & deeply, solemn prayer-meeting was 
held, when the candidates received an affec- 
tionate and impressive address, upon the 
solemn responsibility they were about to 
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enter into. At half-past ten, a. M., & erowded 
congregation assembled, and listened with 
the greatest attention to a sermon upon the 
“nature of this rite, and the ancient and 
scriptural mode of attending to it.” At two 
A. M., the congregation and candidates ad- 
journed to the sea beach, where not less than 
2000 persons were convened to witness the 
imposing ceremony. After some preliminary 
and devotional exercises, the pastor delivered 
an address to the audience. In this, the fal- 
lacy of all the arguments brought forward in 
support of infant sprinkling was exhibited ; 
and the ‘ Book of Common Prayer,” used in 
the church by law established, was brought 
forward in support of the practice of believers’ 
baptism, and that by immersion. In closing 
the pastor urged all to search the scriptures 
for themselves. The chorus to the hymn 
commencing “‘ Salvation, O the joyful sound,” 
was then sung, and twenty-four persons went 
down into the water, and were baptized by 
E, J. Francies, pastor of the church. 


At Montego Bay, on Sunday, January 7th, 
sixty-nine persons were baptized in the sea, 
by the Rev. P. H. Cornford, and afterwards 
received to the communion of the church. 
These believers, with those baptized on two 
former occasions, make the number 182, who 
in the course of nine months have thus been 
admitted to the privileges of Christian fellow- 
ship in this place. 


This most solemn institution of the gospel 
was commemorated at Lucea on Sunday after- 
noon last, the 21st of January. A vast con- 
course of spectators assembled on the in- 
teresting occasion, when twenty-one persons 
received this Christian rite at the hands of 
E. J. Francies, the pastor. 


THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTION, CALABAR. 


On Thursday, the 18th of January, accord- 
ing to pak advertisement, a meeting of the 
general committee of the above institution 
was held on the premises. The Rev. Thos. 
Burchell having taken the chair, an interest- 
ing report was given of the progress made 
during the short period which had elapsed 
since the commencement. We hope soon to 
be able to publish the same, for the satisfac- 
tion of the friends of education here and in 
the parent country. Owing to the debility of 
the president, resulting from the painful ope- 
ration to which he has recently submitted, it 
is expected that the vacation will continue for 
about a fortnight lon than the period 
originally fixed, Tiel notice of the day of 


re-opening will be forwarded to the students” 


individually, © 


OT ee 
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The most unbounded satisfaction and sur- 
prise were expressed by those brethren who 
had not previously visited the institution, at 
the convenience of the arrangements and the 
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neatness and commodiousness of the build- 
Ings appropriated to the use of the students. 
The session, for the year 1844, will com- 
mence with ten students. 


—E 


To these extracts we subjoin part of 
dated Kettering, January 29th, 1844. 


I was very happy to receive a letter from 
you, and to have thus an opportunity of re- 
turning the favour granted. 

About the box from Edinburgh. I have 
written since I last heard, and have now 
most unfortunately lost the address of the 
kind lady, the daughter of Mrs. Innes. Will 
you write to her, and tell her this, and assure 
her that the post office arrangements, especially 
in the country posts, are so sadly managed 
that not receiving a letter is no proof at all 
that one has not been sent. I think these 
arrangements have lately improved, and that 
we shall not so frequently be subjected to 
such mistakes in future. 


Respecting our schools, if you can do any 
thing for us, as we have hada severe drought, 
which has nearly destroyed the crops in 
several parts of the island, and Trelawney 
has suffered much; so that I much fear we 
shall not be able to sustain our operations in 
their full extent. The schools in connexion 
with the churches under my care were never 
in such efficient order. I will give you a 
brief account. 

The Thompson school at Kettering has 

been kept up during the whole of the past 
year, and some very pleasing circumstances 
are connected with its operations. Since its 
opening 170 scholars have been admitted into 
the day-school. There are now in it sixty- 
four boys and thirty-two girls; fifteen of these 
are writing on paper. We have connected 
with it a very interesting sabbath-school, 
under the care of fifteen teachers, all natives ; 
and it contains 140 scholars, Mr. and Mrs, 
Gallimore, the former one of the most active 
teachers in the school, are now on their way to 
Africa, there to proclaim salvation through 
the blood of Jesus. He was taught to read 
_by my beloved William, Last sabbath but 
_one I had the pleasure of baptizing the eldest 
of the African children whom I took from the 
slave ship, and who was educated in this 
school. The village of Kettering has now 
nearly 200 members of my church residing 
in it, and though it is in its infantine state, I 
am encouraged by many tokens for good. 

Refuge School contains 155 children in 
the day-school, and it has 450 in the sabbath- 
school, under the care of mnt teachers, 
whose general conduct is highly gratifying to 
me, The school at Falmouth has declined, 


a letter from Mr. Knibb to Mr. Saffery, 


owing in part to other schools being establish- 
ed, and in part to members belonging io the 
church purchasing land at too great a distance 
to send them. To obviate this latter evil, I 
have purchased ninety acres of land just two 
miles from Falmouth, for which I have to pay 
1700 dollars. I shall form a town of the 
whole It is surrounded by twelve large 
sugar properties, and is the only plan I had 
of saving the station. I have the whole to 
pay in twelve months, Do you know any 
kind friend who would lend me £400 at 
six per cent. for twelve months or two years. 
I should be very glad of your aid. I could 
easily pay it in that time, and would give a 
bond for the amount. I have property to 
meet such a demand’ in case of death, or 
would not ask it. 

The school at Falmouth contains fifty-four 
in the day and 450 in the sabbath-school, 
under the care of thirty teachers. From this 
school, and the one at Refuge, several have 
been added to the church. My other school 
is called Camberwell; it has in it eighty-three 
children ; and in the sabbath-school there are 
eighty-one, under the care of five teachers. 

During the year the children in these 
schools, with the teachers, have collected 
£40 towards the support of a student for 
Africa in the Theological Institution, and 
had it not been for the drought, would have 
done the same next year. This has much 
rejoiced my heart. 


The churches under my care are much as 
usual. I have again dismissed about 300 
to form another church, and 100 more have 
been dismissed to other churches by change 
of residence. Thus in fourteen years, and 
three of those interrupted by martial law, 
there are now seven churches where there was 
but one; and still, though not crowded, we 
have generally a good congregation at Fal- 
mouth, and a very good one at Refuge. We 
have at all churches much to try us, but we 
have what all such churches have not, much 
to cheer us; and I hope that still a kind and 
gracious God will watch over us for good, I~ 
hope, as we are about much to improve our 
Herald, that you will try and get it into cir- 
culation in the north. Send any orders to 
Mr. Dyer, Paternoster Row, who will send 
them to us, or send them direct to the office 


in Falmouth, 
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In our last we announced this unexpected and afllictive event. 
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MR. NASH. 


The particulars 


were communicated by Mr. Wood in a letter dated Kingston, January 19th, 1844, 
which we take the earliest opportunity to lay before our readers. 


It is now my melancholy task to inform 
you of another mysterious and painful dispen- 
sation with which it has pleased our heavenly 
Father to visit us as a mission. I told you in 
my last letter of the dangerous illness of Mrs. 
Nash, from which when I wrote she was 
partially restored ; and now I have to inform 
you that our dear brother Nash himself is no 
more. 

Mrs. Nash has been staying with us ever 
since her illness, and as Yallahs is at present 
very unhealthy, Mr. Nash has also spent the 
greater part of his time since that in Kingston, 
going up to his station to preach on the sab- 
bath, and returning the beginning of the 
week. He left us on Saturday morning the 
6th instant, apparently in perfect health, but 
as soon as he reached his house, he was seized 
with a violent pain in his head, which after a 
short time got better. He remained up the 
whole of the day examining candidates for 
baptism, and talking with the friends con- 
nected with his church, but towards evening 
the pain returned, and he went early to bed. 
On sabbath morning he was too ill to get up, 
and he remained in bed with very high fever 
all day. On Monday morning he resolved if 
possible to return to town, as he knew his life 
would be in danger if he remained at Yallahs; 
and he arrived in Kingston about nine o’clock, 
a.m. He immediately went to bed, and Dr. 
Fairbank, his medical attendant, was sent for, 
who was under no apprehension of danger. 
He had a great deal of fever on Monday, but 
towards evening it abated, and although he 
continued very weak, he seemed every day to 
get better.~On Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday he came out of his room, and lay 
for several hours on the sofa. On Friday 
morning to all appearance he was doing well; 
he had slept well during the night, and with- 
out any inconvenience was able to take a little 
breakfast, which the doctor ordered ; but 
about ten or eleven o’clock he was seized 
with a cold, aguish, shivering fit, which how- 
ever lasted only a few minutes, but which 
was succeeded by a clammy sweat, with a 
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coldness of the hands and feet ; and from that 
time he began to decline. Dr. Ferguson was 
called in as soon as any danger was antici- 
pated, and between three and four o’clock he 
came. He immediately pronounced the case 
dangerous. Powerful stimulants were then 
administered, and mustard cataplasms applied 
to different parts of the body, but without 
effect. Dr. Fairbank remained with him the * 
whole night, with brother Oughton and my- 
self, besides the nurse and attendants ; but 
the skill of physicians, and the attention of 
friends, were of no avail. He gradually got 
weaker, until about nine o’clock on Saturday 
morning, when without a sigh, or a struggle, 
or a groan, he sweetly fell asleep. He 
retained his senses to the last, and spoke to us 
a few moments before he died. Thus in the 
bloom of life and in the midst of usefulness, 
has God been pleased to take away one of our 
most devoted missionaries. He was not per- 
mitted to gather in the first-fruits of his la- 
bours; he intended last sabbath to have bap- 
tized and introduced to the church eighteen 
young persons, who by his instrumentality 
had been turned from darkness to light, but 
God ordered it otherwise, and chose rather to 
take him to his reward in heaven. 

I need not say a word respecting his cha- 
racter: his praise is on the lips of all who 
knew him. By those who knew him best 
was he most beloved; and by them will his 
departure be most sincerely lamented. In 
every way was he eminently qualified to be an 
efficient and useful missionary. He was also 
eminently prepared for the happiness and 
purity the possession of which he now en- 
joys. 

His bereaved and disconsolate widow has 
received a shock almost too great for her 
feeble constitution: but I trust God will 
enable her to sustain it. She has hitherto 
manifested much patient and humble sub- 
mission, and seems perfectly resigned to the 
will of God. She will remain with us until 
we hear from you, or until arrangements are 
made for her return to England, 


CEYLON. bs 


A letter from Mrs. Owen Birt to a friend in England, dated Kandy, Noy. 
22nd, 1843, contains the following passages :— 


We go on much as usual here, save that | and English, to be called the Commentator, 


Mr. Dawson is about issuing a little maga-} Wees-thia-ka valunce. We hope it will be - 
xine, to be continued monthly, in Singhalese j very useful, as it will contain a commentary — 


pee « 
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on the scriptures, of which as yet none exists 
in the Singhalese language, and the necessity 
for which is very much felt by many natives; 
hints to native preachers, with slight sketches 
of sermons and scraps of other useful know- 
ledge, together with a vocabulary of words in 
Portuguese and the other two languages. As 
its price will be twopence only, it will come 
within reach of many; and the commentary 
will be so printed as to admit of being sepa- 
rated and bound up by itself when completed. 
This involves much additional labour to Mr. 
Dawson, of course, but as it will reach where 
his voice cannot, perhaps the time spent in it may 
never be regretted, According to the Singha- 
lese, “ This book will be made beautiful by 
printed pictures.” Mr. Dawson has begged a 
few woodcuts from the Wesleyan Press, but they 
have all appeared before in other works, and 
will only last a few months. Twelve small 
blocks for woodcuts, would last a year. The 
natives are extremely fond of pictures, and 
will be much more likely to purchase the book 
if it contains some. 

Our presses are not sufficient for all the work 
that comes in. Mr. Dawson has therefore 
applied for a government one, which is now 
idle, but labour is at so extravagant a price 
here, that the profits are very trifling. Just 
imagine a report of some society, a little 
thicker than the Baptist Magazine, costing, 
in wages only, nearly or quite £40. But our 
type is so good that people will pay rather 
than go to the other presses. 

T cannot say I like my present abode at all, 
for the rats are ever running on my curtain 
and around me, centipedes fall from the roof, 
and I am in horror that the snakes, who pur- 
sue the rats to.the very edge of the ceiling in 
the next room, will follow them when they 
take refuge in my chamber. Did I tell you 
last month that I was turned into this room 
for a few days? Well, I am still here, for 
having attempted to take possession of my 
chamber yesterday, I was forced back by the 
wetness of the floor. 
trying here, that Job himself, I think, would 
have lived in a hut, in despair of ever 
building himself a more convenient abode. 
They constantly employ themselves in un- 
doing their own work ; and three generally 
look on whilst two work a little. However, 
now my part of the house is ceiled, floored, 
and washed, and next week I do really hope 
to move in, though the roof is, for the sixth or 
seventh time, so badly put on that the wet has 
in three days almost spoiled the ceiling. I 
shall like my new room much, and the 
verandah will forma capital walk. Our front 
oats will now be a convenient room. It will 

e very nice when we are all settled, and will 
be well for the mission, as we are to have all 
the premises at a cheap rate until all the 
money expended in the new part is refunded. 

The heat of the weather, I suppose, has 
induced a visitation of the cholera; not a 


The workmen are so’ 
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great many have died, whilst numbers have 
had it in Candy, &c., &c. I mention it lest 
you should see a notice of it in the papers. It 
1s five years since it prevailed in Ceylon. It 
is dismal to see the poor heathen taking offer- 
ings to their idol gods to stay the plague; and 
on the estates, Thomas says, the coolies have 
run up little rude temples, and put up a doll, 
to receive the gifts. He has had much talk 
with them, and yesterday a Mr. W. went 
with him to see one that his own coolies had 
built. ‘ Well! what does your god eat!” 
“‘ Jaggery and plaintains,” was the reply of 
one wha, seated on the ground, acted for the 
time as priest. ‘‘ Well, give him one now, 
and let us see him eat.” After a little hesita- 
tion, the poor priest was obliged to own that 
they left the food some hours before the doll, 
and then ate it themselves. They then showed 
him that though it had hands, it could not 
work, &c,,and bid him ask a higher power 
to stay the moral plague that was raging in 
his heart. He had often heard of Him before, 
but something visible must be had; they 
cannot realize aught else. One of them told 
Thomas, the other day, “‘There is but one 
moon, but if we fill 1000 chatties with water, 
and place them out at night, we shall see 1000 
moons; so though there may be but one God, 
there are inntmerable manifestations of him. 
They have, I think, three millions, and of 
course seldom any difficulty in finding some 
one or other at any place they may come to ; 
but one poor man complained lately that 
there was no God for him to pray to, his God 
was in Malabar, and could not hear him so 
far off !” 

The Hindoos, who are principally moor- 
men, have a nightly parade through their 
streets to their temples, headed by a priest 
with lamps, and repeating prayers (in Arabic, 
I believe). The people appear to take the 
responses, and continually raise the cry, 
<* Allah il Allah!” To me there is something 
very solemn and affecting in their earnest and 
devout manner; and they stand out as very 
superior to the others, though their being 
right in worship of the one true God only 
seems a bar to their embracing Christ as the 
way of salvation. They will hear nothing of 
him, and seem quite immovable as yet, but 
“ Jesus shall reign ;” and so the time will 
come when ‘they will bow. May it be in 
sincere and willing obedience! They are a 
fine, intelligent, and interesting set of people, 
and will converse freely on any but the one 
subject—that is so hateful to them! I was 
much struck with the devotion of one who 
happened to be standing near the door of a 
temple one day when we were passing it. 
The reverence with which he bowed himself, 
then touched the ground, then rose and ayes 
aloud, and bowed and rose again, showed 
plainly that he felt he was approaching a 
mighty though invisible power, and contrasted 
finely with the cringing, servile crossing of 
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the hands of a poor heathen, who would have | tians, it is true; but is not something gained 
withheld this had not his priest spoken, and so | when the children see their priests walking 
called for it. through the streets unattended by any state, 

Mr. Dawson thinks offerings are very|and unnoticed? They will doubtless be 
much less frequent than they were, and|more ready to embrace Christianity the 
I fancy the last few months have made a | more they become aware of the absurdities of 
difference. The people are not become Chris- | Buddhism. 


HOME PROCEEDINGS. 


ANNIVERSARY SERVICES. 


MEETINGS FOR SPECIAL PRAYER, APRIL 17th & 19th. 


Under the conviction that the extension of Christian missions, and enlarged 
success, depend upon the more abundant outpouring of the Holy Spirit, the 
Committee have resolved on holding meetings, in connexion with the annual 
services, for special prayer. A prayer-meeting will accordingly be held on 
Wednesday morning, April 17th, at the new Mission House, Moorgate Street ; 
the service to begin at eleven o’clock. 

District prayer-meetings will also be held on the evening of Friday, the 19th 
of April. The following are fixed :— 


Soho, Rev. G. Wyard’s....... ++... Lo deliver addresses,..Rev. G. Wyard and J. Cooper. 
Naw: Bark Street covs. cccscecsoysasee= 9-5 > saseys J. Aldis and PJ. Saffery. 


Maple: Strectsccessovessssetosssoversel, = Mweveae Jon. Watson and Jas. Edwards. 
Shoreditch, Providence Chapel... —...... Dr. Cox and J. M, Daniell. 
Lion Street, Walworth .......... Pinas C, M. Birrell and C, Hardcastle, 


Service to commence at each place at seven o'clock. 


ANNUAL SERMONS, APRIL 18th & 24th. 


The Committee have much pleasure in announcing that the annual sermons 


on behalf of the Society will be preached by the Rev. William Brock, of Norwich, | 


and the Rev. Hugh Heugh, D.D., of Glasgow. The former will preach at Surrey 
Chapel on the evening of Thursday, the 18th of April, the latter at the Poultry 
Chapel (Rev. John Clayton’s), on the morning of Wednesday, April 24th. 


Service to commence in the evening at half-past six, and in the moming at 
eleven. 


— 


ANNUAL MEETING OF MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY, APRIL 19th. 


In addition to the public meeting at Exeter Hall, A General Meeting of the 
members of the Society will be held at the Mission House, Moorgate Street, on 


the morning of Friday, the 19th of April, for the election of the Committee for — 
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the ensuing year, and the transaction of other business. The chair will be taken 
at ten o’clock. 


This meeting is for members only. All subscribers of 10s. 6d. or upwards, donors of £10 or 
upwards, pastors of churches which make an annual contribution, or ministers who collect annually 


for the Society, and one of the executors on the payment of a legacy of £50 or upwards, are 
entitled to attend. 


SERVICES FOR THE YOUNG, APRIL 16th & 22nd. 


On the evening of Tuesday, the 16th of April, the annual meeting of the 
Juvenile Auxiliary connected with Regent Street Chapel, Lambeth, will be held 
at that place. Service to begin at half-past six. 


On the afternoon of Lord’s day, the 21st of April, addresses will be delivered 
to the young, as shown in the following list. 


On the afternoon of Monday, the 22nd April, the annual meeting of the Juvenile 
Auxiliaries of London will be held at the Rev. A. Fletcher’s Chapel, Finsbury. 
Chair to be taken at two o’clock. 


SERMONS, LORD’S DAY, 21st of APRIL. 


The following are the arrangements (so far as completed) for April 21st. 
The afternoon services marked thus * are intended for the young. 


PLACES. MORNING. AFTERNOON. EVENING. 
Alfred Place, Kent Road ...... | 

Alie Street, Little ............06- Rey. P, Dickerson...|Rev. P. Dickerson.../Rev. J. Cooper . 
Battersea: <5. crs soveeedecovsseoses Rey, Dr. Murch...... seineseet= cast one | CVs Co, Ma Birrell 
Blandford Street ............00.++ Rev. W. B. Bowes...| 1. «1 ss «+ |Rev. J. M. Daniell 
Bluegate Fields ...............065 Sar Sad Sat Sees Sia wies cf easoeaeens see ane nee 

Bow (Olde ROrd) savvaccseesaees ie Rey. D, Katterns...| 4... «+ «1 |Rev. Dr, Davies 
Brentford, Old .........ccceseceeees Bie eas eaeans ST eee on 

Brentford, UNG Witedotcesvsccaveses Rey. J. Smith ...... ee otitseertead a Rey. T, Smith 
Brixton Hill(Salem Chapel)...|Rev. J, Aldis...sse| see ee nee oes Rev. Dr. Cox 
Brompton.......ccssseeesesreeeereee eve Ps J, Safferyee.| see vee cee ove Rey. T. C. Finch’ 
Camberwell accquasrlonetvieviby: Rev. Dr. Cox........- Rey. W. Upton*_ ...|Rev. T, F. Newman 
Charles Street, Paddington ....|Rev, W. A. Blake...|Rev. J. Griffiths...... Rev. G. Pritchard 
Chelsea .........0000000+8 . Basak Rev. C,H, Harcourt]... 0.4. ose aes Rev. C, H. Harcourt 
Church Street, Blackfriars..,...|RRev. Gt, Cole ........|Rey.8.A-Dubourg* |Rev. J. Davis 


Clapham secevescesessseeage(ROVs B, Hoe svvecoveel aoe see vee oy (Revd. H. Hinton, M.A 


ve ae © 
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PLACES. MORNING. AFTERNOON. EVENING. 
Pr i eee 

Deptford, Lower Road ......... Rev. A. Major .. ... ase |Rev. A. Major ...... 
Devonshire Square ............++- Rev.J.H.Hinton,m.A] ... ... « « |Rev. C. E. Birt, moa, 
Eagle Street ......sssesessesseeenees Rey. R. W. Overbury| W. B. Gurney, Esq.*|Rev. P. J. Saffery 
Hldon Streets, 5c.2.0ssvecersssessues Rev. — Pugh.........|Rev. B. Price 
Greenwich, London Street...... Rev, J. Cooper ...... see see |Rev. W. Reynolds 
Greenwich, Bunyan Chapel ... “ 
ILIAC CY sahcecatsusesvecdveseonuses se Rev. Dr. Steane...... Rey. J. T. Wigner...|Rev. D. R. Stephen: 
Hammersmith ............0000000e0 Rey. A. G. Fuller... seat Bees See hoe 
Hampstead ..... area tenn os Rey. J. Castleden ... a... |Rev. J. Castleden 
Harlingtou s.c<.carecteees Aateaeee ae x amen All hese. ¢- axe. 03d) SURG Varia cOreD 
Hatchiany 222: i yaeneatevecivasests Rey, W. Groser...... «. |Rev. R.W. Overbury 
Hendon.......... sieuy ev ocasaneeeeues oe sven mate ieee cee eee wee ee 
Henrietta Street ..........0....00 Rev. Jas, Edwards...) ... 1... «. |Rev. J. Sprigg, m.a. 
Highgate —.....0...c00 Lee ve.[Rev. G. H. Orchard vib Rac. ves [eee G.,: H.: Orchard! 
LOMExtON teectuteens-caosenssssuvecs Rev. D. Curtis ...... Rey. D. Moyll ......|Rev. J. Collins 
Hoxton, Buttesland Street...... Rey. J. Rothery...... ae A oo ee 
Islington Green ........ss00ee0e0 ave : + 
Jamaica Row ......se.cce saceas {Sermons in June. ] 
John Street, Bedford Row...... SNA Le Nevers 
Jubilee Street, Mile End ...... Rey. J. Packer ...... wea’ ace, Ueess pen | Rev. W. Fraser 


Kennington, Charles Street ..,|Rev. W. Attwood.,./Rev. W. Attwood,..|Rev. P. Dickerson 
Kensington ..... tseusvosesseesestes[L0eVerd!.. Wills 


aeeeeeeee 


Rey. J. H. Millard..,/Rev. J. Millard, Lym. 


Keppel Street ......ccccccseeeseess Reve: Wi Brock <siccs|- 52, tei ewes ase | SeEV. Os Davies 
Lessness Heath .,........ PsGctage| St otehvew et eWat eke orhep soe Ger ODS eee tas ne” eee 
Maze Pond ............sesseeeeeee-/0eV. C. M. Birrell positeee teed ves | LkeV.r de -Alais} 
Meard’si Gite te cccecccvcccvoudoet) “esa iste tao oe Boy Was SSeS ol en Sete 55 


New Park Street:..................|Rev. T. EF, Newman| .,. ... ... sc |Rev. J. Smith 


Peckhiain ioe. ei sccscccesssesisas. (EVs Ey Carey acca ae ease Pee (Rev. Te Powell 
wes ae” ae [Reve W. Brock” 


oes aan ‘the age Reyes tea 


Pople sidsscccnticcssewesiscsen| Revs By Pa@aries. 
Prescot Street ..........40:...++.[Rev. C. Stovel: ....., 
Regent Street, Lambeth..,......|Rev, W. Fraser...... 
Romney Street, Westminster... 


fee wee tee wee 


Salter’s Hall...............s0006..|Rev. J. M. Daniell 


we ae case ae (Rev. G. H. Davia 
? Shacklewell aeeeC ened iiesssntas Rev. J. Wigner..,... 


seb > baal Pa aeaee REVS J. Wigner 2 
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PLACES, MORNING. AFTERNOON, EVENING. 
Shakspeare’s Walk ............... Rey. C. Hardcastle Rey. J. Moore 


Shoreditch, Providence Chapel 
Shoreditch, Ebenezer Chapel... 
Shoreditch, Cumberland Street 


Sees en mes ense erases eres eeeeraoees 
ser eeseescencaccvoere 


Staines 


eee eenncesaesnseeereseeecescee 


Stepney College Chapel 


Spencer Place, Goswell Road... 
Tottenham  ........-s.sc0-ceeserese 
Trinity Chapel, Borough 


Unicorn Yard, Tooley Street... 


j 


eeecoseee 


Vernon Chapel, Bagnigge 
Wells Road ...... pace ene ees 


Walworth, Lion Street 
Walworth, Horsley Street ...... 


Walworth, East Lane............ 


Waterloo Road 
West Drayton ........-..scseseees 


Wild Street, Little ............0. 
Windmill Street ...........-+..+-- 
Woolwich, Queen Street ...... 


Woolwich, Enon Chapel ...... 


~ 


Rev. W. Miall ...... 
Rev. J. Massingham 
Rev. H. Killen 


eeeene 


eee 


Rev. G. H. Davis ... 
[Sermons in May. ] 

Rey. J. J. Davies ... 
Rey. B. Lewis 


Rey. W. Penrose .. 


Rey. O. Clarke 


seeeer 


Rev. Jon. Watson... 


Rey. R. G. Lemaire 


Rev, J. Stanger...... 


Rev. W. Upton...... 


Rey. W. Jones, M.A.|Rev. — Mathieson... 


Rey. J. Cox 


wenvercee 


Rey. .C., Box-..0<e0ss- 


Rev. W. Fraser* ...|Rey. E. Carey 


Soo een Rev. J. Massingham 
Rev. H. Killen 
--- «» {Sermon on the 17th. 


eee eee ove eee eee foe coe 


Rev. F. W.Gotch,m,Aa 


ase cee ove | Rev. de J. Davies 
Rey. C. Hardcastle 
Rev. W. Penrose 


wee eee =| Rev. O. Clarke 


Rey. P. J, Saffery* |Rev. Jas. Edwards 


Rey. 8. A. Dubourg 


aoe eee see eee eee 


eee eee ooe see aoe ose eee 


¢( Rey. J. Davies, 
2 Miss. to Ceylon 


Rev. C. Woollacott 


yee eee eee see 


Rey. J. Cox 
Rey. C. Box 


ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING, APRIL 26th. 


The annual public meeting of the Society will be 


held in Exeter Hall, Strand, 


on Thursday, the 25th of April: the chair to be taken by William Brodie 


Gurney, Esq., at ten o'clock. Tickets’ for th 


Mission House in Moorgate Street, or at the 


e meeting may_be obtained at the 
vestries of the various chapels. 
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NOTICE. 


Ministers and others who intend coming to town to the meetings, and are 
desirous of being received into the house of some friend, are requested to send an 
intimation of their wish to the Secretary of the Baptist Mission, not later than the 
fifth of April. He will have much pleasure in making the necessary arrangements. 


DESIGNATION OF MR. DENHAM. 


On Wednesday evening, January 24, 1844, 
Mr. W. H. Denham, late of Faversham, 
having felt it to be his duty, in consequence 
of a direct appeal to him, to offer himself to 
the Baptist Missionary Society, to go forth to 
the East, to strengthen the little band of 
devoted brethren who are labouring among 
the millions of India, was publicly set apart to 
the solemn and interesting work, in Blandford 
Street Chapel, London. The solemnities of 
the evening were commenced by singing, when 
Mr. Lewis, of Trinity Chapel, Borough, read 
the scriptures and implored the divine pre- 
sence and benediction; Mr. Angus, secretary 
to the Society, described the sphere of labour 
upon which our brother was about to enter, 
setting forth its spiritual destitution, its vast 
extent, and growing claims upon the attention 
and sympathies of the churches, and of the 
friends of the Redeemer individually ; after 
which the minister of the place requested his 
beloved friend and brother to give to the 
multitude assembled an outline of his early 
history, the leading circumstances connected 
with his conversion to God, his call to the 
ministry of the gospel, and the reasons which 
had induced him to resign his pastoral con- 
nexion with the church at Faversham. The 
replies to these questions were of the most 
instructive and satisfactory character, exciting 
the gratitude and astonishment of every spi- 


ritual mind, whilst the relating of some inci- 
dents in our brother’s history affected the 
congregation even to tears. Mr. Bowes im- 
plored the special blessing of the great Head 
of the church upon the person and labours of 
his beloved friend, commending him, his wife, 
and family, and the devoted female accom- 
panying them in their self-denying activity 
for the Saviour’s glory, to the protecting care 
and omnipotent mercy of Him who hath pre- 
pared his throne in the heavens, and whose 
kingdom ruleth over all. Dr. Steane ad- 
dressed Mr. Denham from Matt. xiii. 3, 
“Behold a sower went forth to sow,” ap- 
propriately and affectionately applying the 
sentiment to the circumstances and work of 
the Christian missionary. Rey. Mortlock 
Daniel delivered a spirit stirring address 
to the people upon the magnificence of 
the missionary enterprise, and the righteous 
and powerful claims of the Son-of God to the 
untiring zeal and universal consecratedness of 
all who profess discipleship to him, 


Though the service was protracted, and the 
place crowded to overflowing, it was delightful 
to see that the patience and attention of the 
multitude was unbroken. By this service, 
the cause of missions has received an impulse 
in this locality, which we hope will be as 
enduring as it was felt to be powerful. 


DESIGNATION OF MR. DAVIES. 


On Tuesday evening, March 12th, Mr, 
Jacob Davies, of Horton College, was set 
apart as a missionary to Ceylon, in Westgate 
Chapel, Bradford. Mr. Pottinger com- 
menced the service by reading and prayer 
Mr. Saffery, in an introductory address, gave 
a sketch of the natural, social, political, and 
religious history of Ceylon, with a brief 
narrative of the origin and progress of the 
baptist mission in that island. Mr. Clowes, 
classical tutor of Horton College, offered up 
solemn and fervent prayer, Mr. Davies having 
at his suggestion previously given a short but 
most touching account of his conversion, to- 


gether with a statement of his motives for 
choosing to labour in a foreign land. This 
statement excited the deepest interest, evinc- 
ing as it did a clear, enlarged, and solemn 
apprehension of the trials, difficulties, tempta- 
tions, and responsibilities of a missionary life. 
It gave also a singular appropriateness to the 
admirable charge which he subsequently re- 
ceived from Mr. James Acworth, president of 
the college. The charge was ‘founded on 
Galations i, 15, 16, After an impressive ex- 
hibition of the sacrifices which the apostle 
had to make, and of the considerations which - 
inspired his determination to discharge the — 


~ Pee 
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ministry for which he had been ‘‘ separated,” 
and to which he had been ‘ called,’’ some of 
the advantages and fruits of this determination 
were presented, 1. A cheerful and untiring 
application of all his energies and means to 
the work assigned him. 2. A superiority to 
disappointment in the prosecution of the ser- 
vice to which he was appointed. 3. A meet- 
ness for realizing large success. ‘The service 
was concluded by Mr. Glyde, independent 
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minister, with prayer. The hymns were read 
by Mr. Dowson, minister of the place. 


A large congregation manifested to the last 
an unflagging interest in the protracted but in- 
teresting service of the evening. No mis- 
sionaries ever left their native land with a 
larger measure of esteem and love than will 
follow Mr. and Mrs. Davies to their impor- 
tant field of labour. 


MEETINGS IN SHROPSHIRE. 


On Lord’s day, February 25th, sermons 
were preached on behalf of the mission, at 
Wellington by Mr, Carey, and at Shrewsbury 
by Mr. Saffery. Public meetings were held 
during the week at the following places: 
Monday evening, the 26th, at Wellington ; 
Tuesday, the 27th, at Shrewsbury ; Wed- 
nesday, the 28th, at Pontesbury; and Thurs- 
day, the 29th, at Wem. On Lord’s day, 


March 3rd, three sermons were preached at 
Oswestry by Mr. Saffery. The weather dur- 
ing the week was extremely unfavourable, 
yet. the various meetings were well attended, 
and although, owing to the very depressed 
state of trade in the county, the collections 
were not all of them equal to those of some 
former years, there was an increased interest 
manifested for the missionary cause. 


DEPARTURE OF MISSIONARIES FOR JAMAICA. 


Mr, and Mrs. Evans, having been appointed to the station at Manchester, lately occupied 
by Mr. Williams, sailed in the Caroline, Captain Deane, on the 2nd of January last, and on 
the 18th of January, Mr. Teall, a3 a schoolmaster for Mr. Day at Port Maria, in the Ralph 


Bernal, Captain Bridges. 


Intelligence has-been received that Mr. and Mrs. Evans landed 


at Kingston on the 15th of February, in good health. 


LETTERS RECEIVED FROM MISSIONARIES 


AFRICA vee siceeses CAMEROONS ...e.sereesseeees Merrick, J......... Dec. 5 
CUARENCE serceccascawncieens Merrick, J......... Oct. 16, Nov. 7 
AMERICA......06+ MOonrREAL ...... Reco somes Girdwood, J....... Feb. 17. 
Thomson, T, M..Feb. 22. 
LY Vaxe) cxveccsrscetoee Feb. 20 and 26. 
ABTA wiesenncneese se CALCUTTA 4...000008 sesseeseLsvans, W. W.....Dec, 29 
Thomas, J.......0+ Jan. 19. 
Wenger, J.........dan. 19 
COLOMBO «..c0cesssccesactcess Daniel, E........+. Jan. 15. 
SEINDUADLEY stosane elise sctes cme Pearce, G........+ July 31 
KURI Geer ineehocce rateone Dawson, C. C...,.Jan. 23. 
BRITTANY, »200.4- MORLALX. i. sceseesceeneseenee Jenkins, J.......06+ March 7, 
HonpDuRAS....,..BELIZE...... West tadacsave sear Henderson, A. ....Jan. 6. 
JAMAIOA ...e00sse DELLE CASTLE ...,.000000 Kingdon, J....... .Feb, 6. 
BETHTEPHIL,.........05 ....Pickton, T. B.....Feb. 5. 
BROWnN’S TOWN ....00se000+ Clark, J............Feb. 5 and 6. 
FALMOUTH.,........ FseeeRGUYs eters ss rsirel HCD. 


Knibb, W..........Jan. 10, 29 (2 letters), Feb. 4. 


KINGSTON sessccssreveesrees LINSOD, JesersoreeeJane 17, Feb, 7. 
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Mount NEBO..,............. Armstrong, C.,...Jan."31. 
Sr. Ann’s Bay ............ Abbott, T. F.,....Jan. 29 (2 letters). 


SauTer’s Hrt........ HipIDENAY GOW seat hes Jan. 30. 
SPANISH TOWN ......cce00e Dowson, T....... ».-Feb, 8. 
Off BARBADOES ..,....... Wsscsnetucseceessevtss Lk Dillippo,-J0M,,. Dees aoe 
TRINIDAD .,.....PORT OF SPAIN............-Cowen, G.....- ...Feb. 3 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


The thanks of the Committee are presented to the following friends— 
Mr. John Whitehead, of Sowerby, Yorkshire, for five dozen spectacles, and two pieces of 
worsted stuff, for Western Africa ; 
Isaac Crewdson, Esq., of Manchester, for— 
750 copies of Baxter’s Saint’s Rest, 
140 ditto ‘ Doctrine of the New Testament on Prayer,” 
10 ditto Fuller on Religious Declension, 
10 ditto Foster’s Essay ¢ on Popular Ignorance, 
for Jamaica ; 
A schoolmaster, for twelve account books, for the Rev. W. W. Evans’s schools ; 
The Sunday School Union, for a grant of school materials, for Rev. T, Sturgeon ; ; 
The Religious Tract Society, for a grant of Tracts, &c., for the same. 
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Received on account of the Baptist Missionary Society, during the month 
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De. Thos., Esq., 
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Wootton Bassett— 
Collier, Mr........A.8. 010 0 
Mackness, Mr. J...do. 1 0 0 
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Edinburgh— 
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE JUBILEE FUND, 
From the 1st to the 29th of February, 1844. 
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Rogers, Mr., Camber- 
well Grove, by T. 
Pewtress, Esq., for 
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Our friends are respectfully informed that by the time this Herald is in their 
hands, the business of the Society will be removed from Fen Court to the Mission 
House, Moorgate Street, to which address all letters and parcels must in future be 


directed. 


Subscriptions and Donations in aid of the Ba 
received by W. B. Gurney, Esq., Treasurer, or 
the Mission House, Moorgate Street, London: 
Anderson, the Rev. Jonathan Watson, and John 
Kettle, Esq.; in Dublin, by John Parkes, Esq 


Esq., 


tist Missionary Society will be thankfully 
e Rev. Joseph Angus, M.A., Secretary, at 
in Edinburgh, by the Rev. Christopher 
Macandrew, Esq.; in Glasgow, by Robert 
Richmond Street; in Calcutta, by the 


Rev. James Thomas, Baptist Mission Press; and at New York, United States, by W. 


Colgate, Esq. 


> 


4 
a 
4 
f 
4 
j 
a 
; 
4 


¥ 
' 


4 
4 


IRISH CHRONICLE, 


The meetings of the anniversary of this Society will be held as follows. 

On Wepnespay, April 17, a Lecture will be delivered on Ireland, and its 
claims on Christian sympathy and effort, at the Hall of Commerce, Thread- 
needle Street, by the Rev. J. W. Massrn, A.M., of Manchester. 

On Turspay Eventne, the 23rd, at six, the Public Meeting will be held 
also at the Hall of Commerce. Josnen Trirron, Esq., of Battersea, in the 
chair. 


THE UNION. 


Some persons are much engaged in forming unions for various important pur- 
poses; others are seeking to destroy those which already exist. Some are saying, 
we have too much union ; others tell us we have not enough, and never can have 
too much, It is a subject, therefore, of considerable importance. It is exciting 
great attention in these times; and, certainly, if the word of God be deemed 
an authority on such a question, few questions are of deeper moment. How 
earnestly Jesus laboured to promote it! How earnest and importunate his prayers 
for its success and extension! ‘“ That they all may be one; as thou Father art in 
me, that the world may know that thou hast sent me.” 

Dear friends, there is little union in Ireland. Party spirit rages fiercely. Pro- 
testant against catholic, and catholic against protestant. The members of the 
endowed church are taking up a hostile position against dissenters. ‘Those who 
possess civil rights and political influence and power, are trying to prevent the 
extension of them to their fellow citizens. The rich and poor are widely sepa- 
rated, not more in circumstances than feeling. There is little sympathy between 
them. The mass of the people are united on one object, the repeal of the union 
between their own country and Great Britain. All admit the undesirableness of 
such a step; but plead for it on the ground of necessity. But even on this 
subject there is not a hearty union of one sentiment and one feeling. Though 
the whole land is in a state of submission to Antichrist, and the people love their 
bondage too well, yet rents and divisions are seen even here. All is in commotion. 
The deadly uniformity of stagnation is broken. Ripples appear on the surface, 
betokening the coming breeze. The dead sea of spiritual lifelessness and mental 
degradation is at last moved! Tell it through the land, the Bible is no longer a 
prohibited book ; nay, more, it is @ RECOMMENDED BooK! E 

And how should British Christians regard this scene of agitation? Are they to 
look on, and fold their arms, and take no interest in the spectacle? Are they to 
be still when mind and heart, so long benumbed and prostrate, are beginning to 
show signs of lifep We know what you will say. You are eager to assure us of 

our willingness to help us. Ireland’s woes, and wrongs, and wants, have never | 
‘he faithfully exhibited to our British churches, without awakening the deepest 
interest, and calling into exercise Christian liberality. ; : : 

Friends of Christ! we speak to you through this medium, whom we can 
address in no other way. A great crisis is at hand. You have the means of 
healing the waters of strife. As there are no bonds so firm, no union so perfect 
and lasting, as that cemented by Christian love, we call you to the high purpose 
of uniting Ireland to England by this tie. Who will now say, “the time is not 


~ 
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yet come?” Verily, if the events to which we have referred you could be vocal, 
they would speak in a voice, louder than many waters, “ Tue Tr= Is come ! 


Oh, then, awake and rouse yourselves! 
And, if despair of Ireland’s regeneration hath crept over you, look on 


prejudice. 


Shake off the fetters of sloth and 


the things which it is our privilege and joy, from time to time, to record; take 
courage, for surely the day is breaking ; the darkness and mists are fleeing away ; 
the Sun of righteousness is mounting upwards, and there is healing for the people 


beneath his wings. 
ality, and in faith! 


Mr. Bates writes to Mr. Green :— 


Ballina, Feb. 26, 1844. 


My pEaR Brotruer,—I have not been 
very well this month, and my labours have 
been principally confined to this town, with 
the exception of going to Mullifarry. About 
three miles from this, one of our active mem- 
bers teaches a female school, which is princi- 
pally sustained by a pious lady living in Dublin. 
For some time past, several of the Roman 
catholic children have been in the habit of 
coming to our Sunday School, and remaining 
during our worship. At length two of them, 
both females, both Roman catholics, and 
both under twenty years of age, proposed 
joiming the church, I conversed with them 
about the gospel, and after being brought 
before the church, in order to tell us what 
God had done for their souls, they were both 
accepted. The priest had occasionally cursed 
them for coming to our school, but their 
friends did not say much, though they told 
them of their intention to be baptized. The 
first sabbath of this month was fixed upon as 
the day for the administration of the ordi- 
‘nance, But now commenced a real war. 

The candidates came to my house, on the 
previous Saturday, to be ready for the follow- 
ing day. About nine o’clock in the evening, 
the mother>of one of the candidates, with 
some other persons, came here, and very 
quietly wished her daughter to go home, 
saying that her father was at the point of death 
—three men were gone for the priest, to 
come and anoint him—and promised that she 
should return in the morning. The night 
was very wet, but she went home. These 
were all falsehoods, and the mother had been 
speaking lies in hypocrisy. The daughter 
was severely beaten, dragged to the priest the 
next day, and then sent to some place_at a 
distance, in the country. I have not seen 
her since, 

The same Saturday evening one of the 
magistrates of the town called to see me. He 
remained nearly an hour. His object was to 
show me the danger to which I should expose 
myself if I proceeded to baptize the other 
female. He said, “ It will not be safe for you 


t 


to remain in the country, as the Roman | 
catholics will be so much, excited.” I spoke. 


| they will laugh at our operations, and remain 


Unite—unite—unite—in prayer, in hope, in effort, in liber- 


to him very kindly; but when he saw I was 
firm to my purpose he quietly retired. 

The following day, just before the service, 
when the house door was opened, a party of 
five or six persons rushed into the hall, and 
before I knew what they were about, we were 
all in an uproar. At length, however, the 
candidate was rescued from them, and after a 
short time they quietly withdrew. In the 
mean time the priest was pouring out his 
curses upon us all. He said that he would 
make a baulsumpler of any child that would 
come to us, that is, a cripple, or marked ex- 
ample. The teacher, or patron of the school, 
was denounced as a cheranaugh, that is, the 
mother of the devil. The mother of the 
candidate was also treated in a rough way. 
The priest refused to hear her confession, or 
give her the sacrament, saying that “she had 
sold her daughter to the devil,” and that “if 
death was in her mouth, he would not come to 
anoint her.” Christians may smile at such 
language, but it makes poor, ignorant Roman 
catholics tremble. In the mean time the chil- 
dren dare not come to her, and the school in the 
country is nearly empty. I called to see the 
priest, thinking that an interview with him 
might not be amiss, as he had proceeded to 
such great lengths this time; but he was not 
at home. 

The young woman has been baptized—she 
wished it, and I felt bound to comply. She 
remained here some time, for protection; her 
friends had full liberty to come and see her, 


and I have had a great deal of talk with them. | 


Their ignorance and superstition, however, is 
almost incredible. They applied, I believe, 
to one or two Roman catholic magistrates, to 
see if she could not be taken home by force; 
and finding that she could not, they let her 
alone. She is now gone to one of our mem- 
bers in the country, as her friends will not 
receive her; indeed she is afraid to go home, 
and I do not wonder, for I have no doubt 
but that they would forcibly take her to 
some nunnery, ‘ 

Such is popery. It is unchanged and un- 
changeable. If we séem to labour in vain, 


quiet ; but if sinners are converted, and wish 


to leave them, they would instantly tear us _ 
asunder, if we were not protected by British — 
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law. The difference between popery in 
England and popery in Spain, is no more 
than there is between the tiger in the cage 
and the tiger in the lair. Truth, however, is 
spreading, and pouring forth a flood of light 
into the kingdom of darkness, so that this 
accursed system must come to an end, while 
the gospel will march onward with unwasting 
splendour. This empire of darkness and des- 
potism has already received a stroke which 
has loosened its very foundation, and ensures 
its fall; and, like the ivy-mantled tower, will 
carry all along with it to destruction that 
cling to its ruins. 


Mr. Mctuern also writes under date, 
February 16, 1844:— 


My pear S1r,—Since my last, things here 
have been going on much as usual; our pros- 
pects, blessed be God, are still encouraging. 
I preach five or six times a week at four dif- 
ferent stations, at each of which the attend- 
ance, all things considered, is encouraging. I 
trust the Lord is blessing our labours. I bap- 
tized two persons last week, who have since 
been added to our church; but I am sorry to 
say that we are likely to soon lose them, as 
they are about to remove to Edinburgh; but 
they will not be lost to the church of Christ. 
Others are anxiously inquiring, and it is 
hoped, will soon be enabled to give them- 
selves unto the Lord. Our day school and 
sabbath schools go on well, and promise to 
be very useful. I opened a new station since 
my last, at Crawfords-burn, where is the 
residence of the worthy Mr. Sharman Crawford, 

~ who kindly gave us the liberal sum of £5 
last year, when we were building our chapel, 
This station is pretty well attended, and 
would be much better attended if we had any 
one to go occasionally among the people, to 
converse with them, &c., and invite them out 
to preaching. I can do but comparatively 
little in this way myself, after preaching five 
or six times a-week, as I have lately some- 
times done. We feel the want very much of 
an active, zealous scripture reader; such an 
agent would be of great importance here. 
Our unhappy country is now in a state of 
lamentable confusion ;—convulsed and agi- 
tated from end to end! Ireland is undoubt- 
edly rapidly approaching to an important 
crisis, I trust that all will be over-ruled for 
the furtherance of the gospel. English poli- 
ticians could do much for our unhappy coun- 
try, by extending to her political justice, 
which we think they have in many cases long 
withheld; but let it not be forgotten that 
English Christians can do much more for her, 
by sending her the gospel of Christ. This, 
after all, is the great remedy for Ireland’s 
woes! May He, who bled and died for Irish 
men as well as others, stir them up to in- 
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creased sympathy and effort, to do what they 
can, on behalf of Ireland’s millions who are 
still perishing for lack of knowledge ! 


Mr. Mutuern further writes to Mr. 
Green, under date, Newtownards, Feb. 
28, 1844:— 


My pzar Srr—In my last, I gave you 
some account of the delightful progress of the 
gospel here. I mentioned that I had re- 
cently baptized two hopeful converts, and 
others of an interesting character were coming 
forward. Since then, four of these have also 
been baptized and added to the church. This 
is six I have had the pleasure to baptize on a 
solemn profession of faith, within the present 
month; and it is hoped that others will soon 
see it to be their duty and privilege to follow 
their example, and publicly profess him who 
died on Calvary to deliver them from the 
wrath to come. Is not this truly encourag- 
ing? Notwithstanding much determined op- 
position from the world, and from professing 
Christians, the Lord, blessed be his holy 
name! is giving us many tokens for good. 
We are beginning to réap the-first-fruits of a 
more plentiful harvest. There are at present 
in this locality, many openings for usefulness 
of a very encouraging nature, which I regret 
to say I am unable to occupy.—Were it not 
that our means of occupying these openings 
are so limited—as I have not even a scripture 
reader on the whole district—much, very 
much good might be expected, by the blessing 
of God, speedily to result. If we had such 
assistance as the Home Mission in your 
country afford from time to time to their 
stations, we might expect a glorious revival. 
I never preached so frequently in my life as 
I do at present:—I have appointments for 
preaching eight times this week; three times 
on Lord’s-day, and every other day in the 
week except Saturday. The greatest draw- 
back on our church is occasioned by the 
removals from time to time of our members 
to Scotland or England, for want of employ- 
ment here. During this month three of our 
number have left us, two for Scotland and 
one for England. I trust they will be useful 
in the cause of Christ wherever the providence 
of God may cast their lot; but we need their 
assistance more here. 


— 


Mr. Ecctes, in a letter dated Feb, 25, last, 
gives a pleasing account of the state of things 
at Coleraine and its neighbourhood. Three 
had been added to the church under his care 
since he last wrote. And Mr. Suarman, early 
in March, gave an account of the reception of 
six members into the-church under his care at 
Clonmel, four of them by baptism, two of 


, 
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these having been converted from catholicism. 
Mr. Berry at Abbeyliex also steadily pro- 
gresses, and is much encouraged by the pre- 
sent aspects of usefulness of which his labours 
through God’s blessing are productive. 


An Irish reader writes under date of 
Feb. 13:— 

The Lord has been pleased to afford me 
many blessed opportunities for the last month 
of reading and expounding the gospel to many 
who heretofore were strangers to its glorious 


contents. On the 4th instant, read in the 
house of W M. of D , the 10th 
and 11th of Hebrews. The house was almost 


thronged. They heard with the greatest at- 
tention. I believe it was a blessed opportu- 
nity. I heard people talk since of the com- 
fort they enjoyed at that meeting; I saw 
tears flow from several persons. I believe 
the Lord was there, and that he sent his word 
to their hearts in the demonstration of the 
Spirit and with power. They appeared cut 
and wounded to the heart. The humble 
statement of a convinced sinner’s search after 
Jesus appeared to be sent home to their 
very souls, Two Roman catholics who were 
present, visited me twice since, and requested 
a few tracts from me; which I gave them 
with pleasure. They requested me to visit 
their families, and read for them that blessed 
book which delighted them so much. Oh, 
may it be unto them the power of God to 
the salvation of their souls ! 

On the 6th instant, as I was reading to a 
large family, all Roman catholics, the woman 
of the house stood paying the greatest atten- 
tion. I perceived her shedding tears,~and 
looking up to God, fervently praying that he 
might have mercy on her, and pardon her 


Contributions omitted this month for want of space. 
appear in neat report should be to hand by the 20th instant. 


Subscriptions and Donations thankfully received by the Secretary, Rev. 
Queen’s Row, Walworth; by the Rev. JosepH ANcus, 
Rev. SrerHen Davis, 92, 


Moorgate-street; and the 
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sins, A young man also seemed to be pow” 
erfully struck with what he heard read. He 
said, “ What a fine thing it would be if the 
priest would read such a book for us! I have 
often been at mass,” said he, ‘and I never 
got so much instruction before in all my life- 
time.” At my departure, the man of the 
house followed me, telling me to visit them 
often, that I might read a part of my fine 
Irish book for them. I read the word of life 
for several other families that day, and all 
seemed delighted, in particular one old wo- 
man wept for her transgressions, exclaiming, 
“What shall I do? Lord have mercy on my 
soul!” I strove to point her to the Lord 
Jesus, telling her to believe on him, and trust 
in him alone for the salvation of her soul. 
May she and many others be brought to love 
the Saviour, through the instrumentality of 
his own word! A few days ago, I was in- 
vited to read my Irish Testament in the house 
of a Roman catholic, not far from my own 
house, and where I never had access before, 
in consequence of their ignorance and super- 
stition; they thought it a breach of the priest’s 
commands to allow me to read the scripture 
in their house. It happened that a young 
man of the family heard me read, a few 
nights ago, and being so powerfully struck 
with what he heard, that he determined to 
allow me to read for the family. On my 
arrival, he asked me several questions relative 
to the doctrines of the church of Rome. I 
spent the whole day, and a good part of the 
night, striving to turn his attention from the 
absurd view he had of these doctrines ; and I 
trust my labour has not been in vain, for the 
whole family requested me to come again, as 
often as I could, and said they were well 
pleased with the explanations I gave on the 
different subjects. 
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The Annuat Muetine of the Socrety will be held at Finsbury 
Chapel, on Monday Evening, the 22nd of April; the chair to be 
taken (at 6 o'clock) by C. B. Rozrnson, Esq. of Leicester. 


Brethren who have not yet done so, are requested to forward their statistics, 
accounts, or monies to the Secretary without delay. 


The Eprtor of the Baptist Macazinz has forwarded to us several communica- 


tions which he has received from Bromsgrove. 


It is, however, unnecessary to 


publish them, as the following letter from the {pastor includes the most important 


particulars :— 


Bromsgrove, Feb. 14, 1844, 

Many thanks to you and the Committee 
for the visit and labours of Mr. Pulsford. I 
feel that I ought to have communicated with 
you before this; but the trith is, Mr. P. left 
me so much to do, that I have hardly had 
time to attend to any thing else. J will now 
give you a brief account of his labours amongst 
us. Mr. P. commenced here on sabbath day, 
Dec. 3, 1848, and closed Jan. 16, 1844; 
holding services of some kind every day ; the 
greater part of the time morning and evening ; 
the latter part only in the evening. Powerful 
were his appeals to the conscience, both to 
saint and sinner ; striking his exhibitions of 
divine truth, both inthe pulpit and out. He 
won the affections of very many—greatly en- 
deared himself to all; and on his departure, 
we all felt that we had lost a friend indeed, 
and one whom God had greatly blest amongst 
us. Generally speaking, our chapel was well 
filled in the week evenings, and crowded on 
sabbath days, especially at night, when there 
were generally about double the number of 
people that could be comfortably accom- 
modated—not only the chapel and aisles 
crammed, but also great numbers in the vestry 
and school-rooms behind the pulpit; many 
persons attending who previously had lived in 
the entire neglect of the sabbath day, and the 
house of God ; others, who had been hearers 
at the establishment, were brought to hear the 
ospel in its purity; and some of the most 
far cced and profligate were brought under 
the power of divine and saving truth. Be- 


tween 200 and 300 persons were awakened 
and brought under serious impressions during 
his labours ; very many of them have become 
hopeful inquirers, and, I trust, will ere long 
be decided for God. We have added several 
to the church; by baptism fifty-one, thirty-six 
of that number while Mr. P. was here, and 
fifteen since he left. I expect to baptize again 
at the close of this month, and hope to con- 
tinue adding to the church every month for a 
long time to come ; just so long as we continue 
to act out those principles, I trust we have in 
some measure imbibed, which are simply these, 
“all at work, and always at work,” combining 
a spirit of earnest wrestling, and believing 
prayer, with all our efforts for the good of 
souls. 

Thus far God has blessed us, and I doubt 
not will continue to do so. Since our meet- 
ings closed, our prospects have been very 
cheering, and our sermons very encouragingly 
attended, both on the week day and the sabbath 
day. Upwards of sixty persons have applied 
for sittings, which the deacons cannot supply, 
nearly al] our sittings having been let before 
our services commenced; and now, on sab- 
bath evenings, we have generally at least 100 
persons more than the chapel will well accom- 
modate. Under these circumstances, we have 
judged it right—notwithstanding we have a 
debt on our chapel and school-rooms of more 
than £300—to erect side galleries, which will 
render our place capable of accommodating 
about 500 persons, and the expense will be 
about £80, towards which we have opened a 
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separate subscription, which now amounts to 
upwards of £50; so that I think you will say 
we have every encouragement to proceed. Be- 
sides the fifty-one persons who have joined us 
by baptism, I have baptized two others, who 
do not immediately join the church—one a 


. . | 
pious churchman; the other for’some years a 


travelling preacher among the primitive Me- 
thodists—both convinced of baptism from Mr, 
Pulsford’s sermons on the subject ; I think 
the latter will shortly join our church. Two 
excluded members have been restored, and 
one more stands proposed to the church for 
restoration. There are others in the congre- 
gation, formerly members, who, T hope, will 
shortly be restored tothe chureh. The dreadful 
sin of this town is drunkenness; and it has 
been a sad and sore scourge to the church, 
The greater part of the excluded members 
have been excluded for that sin. While 
Mr. P. was with us, he delivered one lecture, 
“« On the Connexion between Total Abstinence 
and Revivals;” after which about eighty signed 
the pledge, the greater part of whom, I be- 
lieve, keep it; some few have gone back ; 
still, I believe, great good was done by that 
sermon. I think I have said enough to show 
we have great cause to be thankful for the 
labours of our beloved brother, and you have 
great cause to rejoice in such an agent. May 
his valuable life long be spared, and for many 
years his labours be made a great blessing to 
British churches. 


Semley, March 18, 1844. 
The church in this place numbers fifty- 
three. ‘Twenty-three have been added during 
the past year. We have about ten inquirers. 
Once or twice during the week we hold a 
prayer meeting, at which I give an address, 
in different houses, at remote parts of the 
village. Our chapel will accommodate up- 

wards of 250. I preach on an average ever 

week, to about 350, We have one sabbat 
school; it contains upwards of sixty children, 
and ten teachers. During the past year, we 
have established a day school, at which we 
receive children at 1d, per week, We haye 
not held any special service; but have two 
prayer meetings at our chapel in the course of 
the week, at which a remarkable outpouring 
of the Spirit has been witnessed. e have 
seldom less than 100 in attendance, most of 
whom come the distance of above three miles. 


It is, [believe, chiefly through these meetings, 


under the blessing of heaven, that our success 
may be attributed. We have recently com- 
menced a bible class, which promises well. 
There are not any among us who preach; a 
few assist in holding prayer meetings, distri- 
ating tracts, visiting the sick, &e. 

A few months since a very poor man, up- 
wards of sixty, occasionally attended with 
us. His previous life had been marked with 
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a neglect of every thing of a spiritual cha- 
racter. He did not attend many times before 
he was powerfully convinced that he was a 
helpless sinner, and for some time remained in 
a despairing condition, His attendance at the 
house of God became regular ; he heard the 
words of truth with intense anxiety ; and ina 
short time found peace in believing in Christ. 
He now felt desirous of uniting with us; but 
being in indigent circumstances, and partly 
dependent for his support on members of the 
established church, he at first hesitated ; but 
such was the power of the grace of God upon 
his soul, that, without the slightest persuasion, 
he soon came to me saying, let the conse- 
quences be what they might, he was deter- 
mined publicly to avow his attachment to the 
Saviour. He related a most satisfactory ex- 


| perience to the church; and, with undeviating 


firmness, came forward and was baptized, and 
is now a most exemplary member of the 
church in this place. 

Some of our people have, and still are 
suffering persecution. A person upwards of 
seventy, has received very strong opposition 
from his wife. This old man was brought to 
a knowledge of Christ during the past year. 
He was strongly inclined to be baptized, and 
unite himself to our church, but was most 
strenuously opposed by his wife, who did all 
she could to prevent him. From the com- 
mencement of his Christian pilgrimage, he has 
suffered heavy trials and privations, arising 
from the unkind and bitter treatment of his 
partner, who is an enemy both to dissent and 
Christianity; yet has this tried servant of God 
borne it with surprising fortitude and Christian 
resignation, evidently taking for his pattern the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who, when reviled, reviled 
not again. He has thusstrikingly evinced to 
the world, that his chief concern has been, 
that his thoughts, words, and actions might 


correspond, and be conformable to the spirit 


of the gospel. 

“Never,” says he, ‘shall I forget that 
memorable night which preceded my baptism. 
My wife had on several occasions told me, if I 
was baptized she would certainly kill me; 
and during the whole of that night she was 
violently declaring her unalterable determina- 
tion to carry her threats.into execution.” The 
morning came, and the old man was much 
depressed through anxiety and fatigue, and 
felt some degree of fear respecting what would 
be the result. He, however, attended the 
morning prayer-meeting, at which there was a 
manifest proof of the presence of God, and a 
hear intercourse with heaven was enjoyed. 
The brethren were fervent in their shins 
tions, that God would support his aged ser- 
vant in bearing a public testimony to the truth, 
es ee ip from his enemies ; after which 

1s aged pilgrim was much strengthened i 
the Lord—the cloud which had i. relia 
over him was dissipated—his fear departed— 
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and he now expressed his willingness to follow 
his Lord, even though death might be the 
consequence, He courageously came forth 
through much persecution, and was baptized. 
He declared it to be the happiest day of his 
life. His wife was restrained from doing him 
any harm ; indeed, her turbulent spirit was in 
such a degree suppressed, that she was unable 
to say aword. The daughter of this person is 
now receiving similar opposition from her 
husband. 

A Puseyite clergyman is just come here, 
from whom we receive much annoyance. He 
is a firm believer in baptismal regeneration, 
and is labouring with untiring zeal to propa- 
gate his anti-christian principles, assuring the 
people that unless the children are sprinkled 
by a clergyman of the church they cannot be 
saved. He has striven to prevent persons from 
attending the chapel, by using his influence, 
gifts, and dissuasions, saying that the church 
1s exclusively the place where men ought to 
worship. In this respect he has not yet been 
successful, 


With kind regards, I remain, &c. 
Tuomas Kine. 


From the deacons of the churchat South Shields. 


As a church, we feel exceedingly obliged 
by the liberal assistance you have afforded us 
during the last two years now past. _ But for 
this, our church would yery probably have 
been disorganized—scattered, as sheep having 
no shepherd—certainly the meeting-house 
abandoned—and the baptist interest in this 
very populous town completely humbled. It 
is also to your aid—seasonably, and, we hope, 
wisely bestowed—that we are indebted for the 
necessary assistance to maintain a pastor, and 
thus to do much more good as a church of 
Christ, than otherwise could have been 
realized. 

Since Mr. Sneath’s coming amongst us, 
sixty-six members have been added to the 
church, making now the whole to consist of 
128. The chapel has been very materially 
improved in pointof accommodation and com- 
fort by ourselves ; and the congregation is 
steadily increasing, amongst whom some in- 
quire the way to Zion-ward. 

Prayer-meetings are held on the week- 
nights in members’ houses ; class-meetings are 
commenced, and seem to promise well; and a 
village-station has been opened about two 
miles off, in a manufacturing district, where a 
sabbath school is formed, and divine service 
regularly observed on the sabbath evenings, 
and once during the week. 

Our sabbath school at home revives,—se- 
veral interesting young teachers, formerly 
scholars, have joined the church, —and, we 
believe, was never in so good a state as at the 
present, 
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We feel grateful to the Father of all 
mercy for the encouragement he has seen meet 
to give us, in any measure to extend his cause, 
who hath forgiven us all, all our sins. Many 
were the days wherein we have been afflicted, 
and the years wherein we have seen evil; but 
our trust is in the Lord of Hosts, who turneth 
away reproach from our Zion. 

We respectfully request to be continued 
under your patronage; and the continuance of 
support as far as in your judgment and ability 
may be found proper, or in your power. 

We hope well regarding the proceeds which 
may be obtained for you next summer; but 
the town is in a state of unprecedented de- 
pression, and we have done nothing yet to- 
wards the removal of the debt, as we had 
hoped ; but as much as possible is doing to- 
wards your society. During last year, we have 
paid the interest required by the trustees— 
£17 10s., and which was unpaid for many 
years, the money having been added to the 
debt of the chapel; we have also a ground- 
rent of £5 5s. to pay annually. We have 
contributed to our pastor’s support the sum 
formerly mentioned to the Committee. You 
have exceeded your promise in continuing the 
advanced sum during last year, and two 
months extra, and it is with difficulty we have 
done what we have. 

Our pastor does every thing that can be 
desired, and is very acceptable to us and to 
the congregation. We feel very much in- 
debted to you for sending, and assisting to 


maintain him ; and we sincerely hope he may 
be continued amongst us in this very im- 
portant station. 

A communication from you will very much 
oblige us; and we send you this from our 
church meeting, held this evening, signed by 
our brethren, in behalf of the whole, by 


h Deacons, 


Wi1aM Tress, 
James WitLiaMson, 


Boroughbridge, March 18, 1844, 


Our present number of members is seventy- 
one. We have baptized seven this year ; lost 
two by death; excluded two; dismissed one. 
We have seven or eight persons amongst us, 
who are inquiring what they must do to be 
saved, some of whom, we expect, will join us 
soon. We have five village stations, at two 
of which we have service once a fortnight on 
sabbath evenings, and once every sabbath. At 
some of them we have service once a fortnight 
on week evenings ; at others, every week. I 

reach three times every sabbath, and gene- 
rally four times in the week, Our chapel will 
accommodate about 300. We have no place 
of worship in either of the out-stations, but 
hold all our meetings in private houses. We 
we want £300 to build three chapels with ; 
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but I suppose we are not likely to get it di- 
rectly, Our hearers average from 250 to 300. 
We have one Sunday-school, with sixty chil- 
dren, and ten teachers; a day-school, which 
we set up in self-defence, when the parish 
clergyman was trying to crush us. It succeeds 
well, and the clergyman is become very quiet. 

We are now holding special services for 
the revival of religion; they are conducted 
by ourselves, without any foreign aid. Seven 
or eight of our members pray; and I give 
an address at the close. We intend to 
hold such services at all out-stations. They 
were commenced in our vestry three weeks 
ago; continued there, without intermis- 
sion, for fourteen nights, and were well 
attended ; several persons appeared to be im- 
pressed, &c. Last week, they were held 
every night at one of our out-stations ; and, 
although the weather was very unfavourable, 
the room was crowded every night. A very 
powerful effect was produced on Saturday 
evening, in winding up the services of the 
week; many were melted to tears, and among 
them were several of the most reprobate charac- 
ters in the neighbourhood—persons who had 
never attended with us before. Our friends go 
to their houses every evening, and invite these 
people to go with them to the house of God. 
Oh, for an abundant outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit to break their hearts effectually! 


Weston by Weedon, Northamptonshire, 
Feb. 8, 1844, 


I nave long thought of sending you some 
account of the grace of God manifested to- 
wards us during the visit of your excellent 
evangelist and travelling agent, Mr. Burton, 
while collecting in this county. He spent a 
fortnight with us, holding meetings every 
morning at.five, and every evening at seven. 
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Certainly, there was a little movement before 
he came; but it was followed up by himina _ 
very earnest and profitable manner. As the 
result, twenty persons have at different times 
been baptized; and several others, who have 
not yet joined the church, received, I trust, 
lasting good to their souls. May the great 
Head of the church bless your travelling agent 
abundantly, and make him a blessing in all his 
journeys! This is the prayer of yours, &e. 
W. Morais. 


Berwick, St. John, near Shaftesbury, 
Feb. 24, 1844. : 


I Feet it to be my duty to inform you of the 
good effects of your kindness, in inserting my 
letter in your last Quartrerty RecisTEer. 
Every word of it was true, and several friends 
have responded to it. They have sent tracts, 
bibles, clothes, &c.; just what we wanted. 
The poor people here never knew such a time. 
At Berwick, and in the neighbourhood, I have 
given away—mostly to the Lord’s poor— 
about seventy garments, nearly all new; and 
I expect to receive other articles in the course 
ofa few days. May the Lord reward the kind 
donors a thousand fold! I thought I ought to 
let you know, that appeals are not made in 
vain to the hearts of the Lord’s people on 
behalf of Home Missions. 

I have devoted ten years of the prime of my 
life to the work of Christ in this place ; but I 
find I am not as well able as I used to be, to 
preach three times on the Sabbath, and walk 
twelve miles on very bad roads, and in all 
kinds of weather. Last Sabbath, I came home 
wet through, and up to my knees in mud, and 
have brought on a violent cold, which quite 
disables me. The Lord be with you, and bless 
you! Jam, &c. 

Pavt Atcock. 
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